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‘We want to tell 
you a (Toy) Story’ 

PUPILS at Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School held 
a day of fun actvities to raise 
cash for Children in Need, 
including a fancy dress 
competition. 

Pictured (right) by Malcolm 
Nugent are the *Head Team ’ 
who were responsible for 
organising the day. 

They led the way in the fancy 
dress department, drawing 
their inspiration from the 
three-eyed aliens in Toy Story. 

(For more photographs of 
the day, turn to page 8). 



Back-to-back win for the 
Young Consumers champs! 


PUPILS at St 
Clare’s School are 
celebrating after 
retaining their title 
as Bridgend county 
borough’s ‘Young 
Consumers of the 
Year’. 

In a competition 
organised by Bridgend 
County Borough Council 
(BCBC), teams from 
Archbishop McGrath, St 
Clare’s School, Brynteg, 
Cynffig, and Porthcawl 
Comprehensives 
answered questions on 
consumer law, social 
responsibility, healthy 
living and environment. 

Young Consumers of 
the Year is a University 
Challenge-style competi¬ 
tion coordinated by trad¬ 
ing standards, where 
teams of four, aged 
between 14 and 18, 
compete in an annual 
quiz at the Civic Offices 
in Bridgend. 

St Clare’s School, 
which also won last 
year, will now go on to 
represent the borough at 
the Welsh final in 
Llandrindod Wells in 
March 2012. 

BCBC’s competition 
was supported by Sony 
UK, who donated prizes 
worth more than £3,000 
to the winning school, 
which included three 
Sony Bravia televisions 
and a digital signage 
system that will be used 
to create presentations or 
to submit messages to 
students, teachers and 
visitors. 

The head of St 
Clare’s, John Aguilar, 
said: “The school came 
as last year’s winners, so 
the pressure was really 
on. The team performed 
magnificently, keeping 
their composure in the 
face of really stiff com¬ 
petition. The depth and 



breadth of knowledge 
displayed by all the team 
was most impressive.” 

BCBC Deputy 
Leader, Coun David 
Sage, who attended the 
event, said: “The 
answers given showed a 
real understanding of 
topical issues. If this is a 
representation of our 
young people’s grasp of 
such important subjects, 
“I believe that we’ll 
have very confident and 
responsible consumers 
and citizens in Bridgend 
county borough for years 
to come.” 

BCBC service manag¬ 
er for trading standards, 
Helen Picton, added: 
“The level of knowledge 
at today’s competition 
was of a very high stan¬ 
dard, particularly in rela¬ 
tion to subjects such as 
social responsibility, 
consumer credit and 
healthy living. 

“This was the closest- 
fought competition 
we’ve had for many 
years. The final round 
was nail biting, and 
could have been won by 
any one of the five 
teams involved.” 


ABOVE, left to right: Huw Daniel (Sony), Emily Whittle, Georgia 
Williams Gregor Parker, Ffion Lewis, Sue Hedges (Sony) and 
BCBC Service Manager for Trading Standards Helen Picton. 


Seven years 
jail for a 
Maesteg 
drug dealer 


A HEROIN deal¬ 
er has been jailed 
for seven years at 
Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

Craig Tatchell, 29, 
of Tudor Estate, 
Maesteg, admitted 
possessing the class A 
drug with intent to 
supply. 

He was said to have 
previous convictions 
for possessing a simi¬ 
lar drug with intent to 
supply, being con¬ 
cerned in the supply of 
it, and supplying hero¬ 
in. 

Judge Christopher 
Llewellyn-Jones said: 
“You accept responsi¬ 
bility for possessing a 
significant quantity of 
heroin with a street 
value of £1,000. 

“I sentence you on 
the basis that you are a 
user-dealer. You are 
addicted. I give you 
some credit for the fact 
that you pleaded guilty 
and that you are not a 
professional dealer.” 

Tatchell’s counsel, 
David Webster, said: 
“Simply, he is a heroin 
addict, which has 


Report by AJ 

SICLUNA 


wrought havoc to his 
personal life. 

“All his previous 
convictions bear the 
hallmark of him sup¬ 
plying heroin to fund 
his own habit. When 
his own home was 
searched, there was 
nothing of a drug 
nature to be found, 
and there was nothing 
to suggest he was a 
dealer on a large 
scale.” 

Prosecutor John 
Warren said the 
offences came to light 
when the police 
searched the house at 
Maes-y-Felin, 
Bridgend. 

There they found 


eight people, including 
the defendant, and 
there was evidence of 
drug taking, drug 
syringes and tin foil. 

He said the police 
saw Tatchell on a sofa 
holding a tin with a 
Welsh dragon on the 
lid. 

“He tried to conceal 
it. He said - It’s not 
mine, I have never 
touched it”. 

In the tin was heroin 
with a street value of 
£ 1 , 000 . 

Tatchell also had on 
him £380 in cash. 

Later, he said he 
could not recollect the 
police search because 
he had taken a large 
amount of Valium. 

The judge ordered 
that the drugs be 
destroyed. 


YOUTH TALENT! 

AN annual entertainment highspot in the 
borough is the talent night organised by 
Bridgend County Borough Council’s 
youth service. 

Once again, the young performers raised 
the roof at Porthcawl’s Grand Pavilion. 

For a GEM picture special by 
MALCOLM NUGENT, see pages 4 and 6. 
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Are YOU in 
the picture? 


THIS image, left, is from the collection of 
‘Jeff the Barber ’ in Kenfig Hill and is of the 
GWR Football Club Pyle - but when was it 
taken? 

From the dress and kit, it looks as if it is 
from the 1920s or perhaps even earlier. Are 
you in the picture, as one of the youngsters? 
Can you recognise any of the adults? 

If you have any information, please contact 
Keith E Morgan on 01656 788150. 


Council considering a 
‘masterplan’ at Waterton 
Road development site 


THE cabinet of Bridgend 
County Borough Council 
has endorsed a new master- 
plan laying out what sort of 
development can take place 
at land located off Waterton 
Road. 

Also known as the Parc Afon 
Ewenni regeneration area, the 
land offers opportunities for creat¬ 
ing a much improved gateway site 
into the county borough and com¬ 
prises of approximately 66 acres 
bounded by the A473 to the north, 
the A48 to the west and the River 
Ewenny to the south. 

Featuring interim planning and 
development guidance which will 
be in line with the forthcoming 
Local Development Plan, the 


masterplan also takes into account 
neighbouring pockets of land 
owned by South Wales Police, 
Ewenny Estates and Dovey 
Estates Ltd and is designed to let 
all landowners work together in 
marketing the overall site. 

The site has been marked for 
mixed-use regeneration purposes 
and includes opportunities for 
new jobs, businesses and homes, 
as well as community, recreation 
and leisure facilities. 

In addition to enhanced land¬ 
scaping, the masterplan also 
includes plans for a new round¬ 
about linking the site to the A473 
and a ‘green corridor’ featuring 
pedestrian and cycle links to 
Bridgend town centre and the sur¬ 


rounding area. 

Coun Phil White, cabinet mem¬ 
ber for communities, said: “This 
area has traditionally been used 
for business and industrial pur¬ 
poses, but the masterplan docu¬ 
ment lays out ambitious proposals 
for transforming it into something 
brighter, better and more sustain¬ 
able - a regenerated area featuring 
a higher-quality environment 
which is sustainable, well con¬ 
nected to the wider community 
and better equipped to serve as a 
gateway into Bridgend County 
Borough.” 

The masterplan will be dis¬ 
cussed by the council’s develop¬ 
ment control committee before 
going out to public consultation. 


Green light for waste strategy 


AN ambitious 14-year-plan, which builds Government targets as far as 2025. 

on Bridgend County Borough Council’s Since introducing a new weekly kerbside recy- 

award-winning recycling record has been clmg collectlon scheme wlth partners May Gurney in 
awaru winning recycling record, nas Deen June 2 oio, BCBC has moved from being the second 

approved by cabinet members. worst performing council in Wales to among the 

The ‘Municipal Waste Strategy’ outlines how best. 

BCBC will manage collection, treatment and dispos- A BCBC spokesman said: “The changes mean the 
al of waste in the future, and meet challenging Welsh council is already on track to achieve its 2013 targets 

but the strategy also outlines how it will meet waste 
challenges for the next 14 years. 

“Almost 80 per cent of the borough’s households 
are already involved in some level of recycling, but 
with some communities as low as 56 per cent, the 
plan will aim to increase participation levels espe¬ 
cially in lower performing areas. 

“The introduction of trade and green waste recy¬ 
cling services is also being considered, as are tighter 
controls on the amount of domestic black bag waste 
taken to household recycling centres. 

“The plans also include proposals to eventually 
upgrade or replace a household recycling centre, 
change the way food waste is processed and have an 
ongoing commitment to using the MREC site for 
diverting waste from landfill, in partnership with 
Neath Port Talbot Borough Council.” 

Coun Phil White, BCBC cabinet member for com¬ 
munities, said: “In a short time this council’s recy¬ 
cling performance has gone from being one of the 
worst to one of the best in Wales. However, we are 
not complacent and we know we must do much more 
to meet the Welsh Government’s very challenging 
targets.” 


Council to 
consult over 
Derwen Road 


THE cabinet of 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) is to organise 
a public consultation 
over proposals to 
bring a number of 
changes to a busy 
town centre street. 

A BCBC spokesman 
said: “As part of the 
public realm conver¬ 
gence projects that are 
improving various parts 
of Bridgend town centre, 
plans are being made to 
introduce a more pedes¬ 
trian-friendly environ¬ 
ment at Derwen Road 
and make it a more 
vibrant, attractive area 
for shoppers, visitors 
and traders alike. 

“Under the proposals, 
the bus lane will be 
modified, enhanced on¬ 
street loading bays and 
taxi ranks will be pro¬ 
vided and waiting/load¬ 
ing times will be updat¬ 
ed. 

“The width of the car¬ 
riageway will also be 
reduced as pavements 
are widened to make 
them more suitable for 


parents with pushchairs, 
visually impaired people 
and wheelchair and 
shopmobility scooter 
users.” 

The public realm con¬ 
vergence projects form 
part of a £9m regenera¬ 
tion programme to boost 
commercial confidence 
in the town centre and 
create employment 
opportunities. Areas 
such as Court Road, 
Nolton Street South, 
Merthyr Mawr Road 
North, Cheapside, 
Derwen Road and Cross 
Street are to benefit from 
improvements such as 
new street furniture, 
commercial property 
upgrades, heritage work 
and improvements in 
pedestrian safety, acces¬ 
sibility and traffic man¬ 
agement. 

Deputy Leader David 
Sage said: “The propos¬ 
als for Derwen Road are 
part of a wider pro¬ 
gramme of benefits that 
are currently being tar¬ 
geted at Bridgend town 
centre and are designed 
to give the area a fresh 
lease of life.” 


Local MP backs 
White Ribbon 


Madeleine Moon 
MP met with cam¬ 
paigners from the 
White Ribbon 
Campaign to show 
support for its work 
to reduce violence 
against women. 

The White Ribbon 
Campaign is the largest 
global effort of men 
working to end violence 
against women. White 
Ribbon Day falls each 
year on November 25, 
the United Nations 
International Day for the 
Eradication of Violence 
Against Women. 

Throughout the year, 
the White Ribbon 
Campaign encourages 
men to do educational 
work in schools, work¬ 
places, and communi¬ 
ties, to change attitudes 
which can condone vio¬ 
lence against women, to 
support women's organi¬ 
sations, and to raise 
money for organisations 
that oppose violence 
against women. 

Every week in the 
UK, two women are 
killed by a violent part¬ 
ner or ex-partner, and 
during their lifetime, one 
in four women will 
experience domestic 
violence. Involving men 
in prevention of all the 
violence against women 
is vital, which is why 
the work of the White 
Ribbon Campaign is to 
be applauded. 

This campaign is 
especially important at a 
time when the Coalition 
Government is looking 
to restrict access to legal 
aid for victims of 
domestic violence. 

The Government’s 
proposals effectively 
mean that women will 
need a witness to be eli- 


Young talent perform 


Bridgend county borough ensembles, 
Youth Music is marking the 


including orchestral, 


string, jazz, brass, harp and wind. 

pnd of another sorrowful vear Coun Alana Davies, cabinet mem- 
ena oi anotner successful year ber for children > s directorate, said: 

by performing a Christmas in “Bridgend’s music service supports 
Harmony concert at Bridgend over 1600 children who are learning 
Recreation Centre on Sunday, instruments in schools, with almost 

December 4, at 4pm. t ## atte " di " g week ' y " hearsals , a ‘ 

0iL x , . Y ., Ynysawdre Comprehensive School. 

Start your Christmas countdown i The pupils sta ff have been 


with a festive performance of classi- rehe arsing for this concert since 
cal and modern music, Christmas September and their enthusiasm, 
songs and well-known numbers from dedication and standard of perform- 
musicals performed by nearly 300 ance is inspirational.” 


youth music students. 
Compered by BBC 


For further information, contact 
Wales Jeff Ryan, Music Co-ordinator: tele- 


Weather girl Behnaz Akhgar, the phone 01656 642658/07961 192408, 
concert will see the students’ talent email: jeff.ryan@bridgend.gov.uk or 
flourish through a varied range of visit www.bridgend.gov.uk/arts 



Madeleine Moon, 
MP for Bridgend. 

gible for help, yet it is 
rare for there to be wit¬ 
nesses in domestic vio¬ 
lence cases. In addition, 
evidence from the police 
and GPs cannot be used 
to support an applica¬ 
tion. 

During a debate in the 
House of Commons on 
October 31, the 
Parliamentary Under¬ 
secretary of State for 
Justice, Jonathan 
Djanogly MP stated: 

“...He mentioned 
GPs, and of course a 
GP is qualified to tell 
whether someone has 
been subject to violence. 

“However, they are 
not always well quali¬ 
fied to tell whether 
someone has been sub¬ 
ject to domestic vio¬ 
lence, because they may 
not have seen the cir¬ 
cumstances in the home 
and may only be looking 
at the injury of the party 
coming to their surgery. 
The Government are 
looking for objective 
evidence. 

“On police investiga¬ 
tions or call-outs, we do 
not consider that an 
investigation by the 
police or the police hav¬ 
ing been called out, 
would provide sufficient¬ 
ly clear objective evi¬ 
dence that domestic vio¬ 
lence has occurred. ” 

I am very concerned 
about the impact these 
proposals could have on 
vulnerable women as 
they will prevent many 
women from getting 
legal aid when they need 
it most. 

To mark the 

International Day for the 
Eradication of Violence 
Against Women I will 
be wearing a white rib¬ 
bon - a personal pledge 
never to commit, con¬ 
done or remain silent 
about violence against 
women.” 


by TIM 
THOMAS 

(Secretary of the 
Bridgend Plaid Cymru 
constituency) 


'Job evaluation 
worst in Wales' 
- says Plaid 

I RECENTLY 

attended a meeting 
set up by Regional 
AM for Plaid Cymru, 

Bethan Jenkins and 
Undeb Plaid Cymru 
trade union represen¬ 
tative, Ian 

Titherington, regard¬ 
ing the shambolic way 
in which Labour-con- 
trolled Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council have conduct¬ 
ed their job-evalua¬ 
tion process, 
described by Ian 
Titherington as ‘the 
worst in Wales’. 

While the meeting 
was well attended with a 
number of teaching 
assistants, refuse collec¬ 
tion officers, care work¬ 
ers and IT staff, there 
was the noticeable 
absence of any local 
councillors - who will 
all be seeking re-election 
in the next local elec¬ 
tions. 

The tag of ‘worst in 
Wales’ is evidently well 
justified and Labour 
should hang their head 
in shame. 

Bridgend is the only 
council in Wales not to 
offer back pay to under¬ 
paid workers, offering 
no pay protection what¬ 
soever, the removal of 
all payments for anti¬ 
social hours and offering 
pay cuts - in some cases 
of 50 per cent or 
£10,000 per annum. 

These regressive 
measures will affect 
everyone in the county 
borough, regardless of 


whether you work for 
the council or not. 

Not only are these 
proposals deeply unfair 
to those involved, but as 
a parent myself, I am 
deeply concerned how 
Labour expect teaching 
assistants to be motivat¬ 
ed to enrol foundation 
phase education, when 
they have had their 
salary cut so deeply. 

Fortunately, the work¬ 
ers I met are passionate 
and committed to our 
county borough’s chil¬ 
dren. 

Labour have had over 
14 years to deal with job 
evaluation, the process 
can be conducted fairly 
and with the full support 
of staff and the trade 
unions. 

The Plaid-run 
Caerphilly County 
Borough Council have 
led the way with this 
complex process, with 
48 per cent of Caerphilly 
staff having an increase 
in their pay; 39 per cent 
will be unaffected and 
just 13 per cent will 
have a decrease. 
However, measures have 
been put in place to pro¬ 
tect their pay for three 
years. 

Not surprisingly, this 
outcome was well sup¬ 
ported by local citizens, 
staff and trade unions - 
unlike the disbelief cre¬ 
ated in Bridgend. 


Mayor’s charity 
appeal success 


A SUCCESSFUL cof¬ 
fee morning raised 
£150 for the Mayor of 
the borough’s civic 
charity appeals fund 
at Hope Baptist 
Church, Bridgend. 

A spokesperson said: 
“The committee would 
like to thank all partic¬ 
ipants from the Stroke 
Association, Riding for 
the Disabled, Regal 
Travel, Kool Krafts 
and especially pupils 


from Heronsbridge 
School and Ysgol Bryn 
Castell who excelled in 
their displays of vari¬ 
ous goods that were on 
sale. 

“We thank Hope 
Baptist church for 
allowing the Civic 
Charity to hire the hall 
and for all the visitors 
who supported the 
event.” 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL DECEMBER 01) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those in 
Porthcawl. It should be remembered that along the 
coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in 
Barry, the high point will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

24 Thur 

04.53 

9.8 

17.20 

10.8 

25 Fri 

05.48 

10.4 

18.12 

10.3 

26 Sat 

06.37 

10.5 

19.04 

10.2 

27 Sun 

07.25 

10.4 

19.49 

10.1 

28 Mon 

08.13 

10.2 

20.33 

9.7 

29 Tues 

08.57 

9.8 

21.19 

9.2 

30 Wed 

09.41 

9.2 

22.03 

8.7 

01 Thur 

10.28 

8.9 

22.5 

8.2 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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Teenager wins 
appeal over 
school attack 


A BRIDGEND 
teenager has won 
his appeal at 
Cardiff Crown 
Court against a 
conviction for 
allegedly attacking 
a 13-year-old 
youth. 

The 14-year-old 
defendant, who cannot 
be named for legal rea¬ 
sons, had been found 
guilty of a joint charge 
of causing actual bodily 
harm. 

Prosecutor William 
Seagram said all 


by AJ 
SICLUNA 


involved were pupils at 
a local school. The 
youth who was attacked 
left school in the after¬ 
noon and saw a group, 
including the defendant. 

“They followed and 
there was then an 
unprovoked attack, in 
which this defendant 
delivered an uppercut,” 
he alleged. 

“The 13-year-old 
went to the ground and 
was kicked by the oth¬ 
ers and suffered bruis¬ 


ing and swellings, 
grazes and cuts”. 

A teacher took the 
injured youth into 
school and attended to 
his injuries. 

When detained, the 
defendant said he acted 
in self-defence, had not 
been part of the group, 
and had tried to split it 
up. 

He told the Crown 
Court that during the 
incident he was struck 
from behind. 

His reaction was to 
deliver a single blow in 
self-defence, which was 
not an uppercut. 


choir’s charity 
had festive feel! 



Above: The two soloists. 


Local 

concert 

ONCE again, 
Bridgend Male 
Choir has perform¬ 
ing in concert to 
support an impor¬ 
tant charity, 

Parkinson’s UK. 

The choir achieved a 
total of £1 million for 
charity in the run-up to 
its 50th anniversary. 

The Parkinson’s UK 
carol concert was held 
on November 19 at All 
Hallows RC Church, 
Miskin, and Bridgend 
Male Choir opened the 
concert with a firm 
favourite ‘Rachie’. 

The choir offered a 
very varied programme 
featuring many 

favourites from its 
extensive repertoire, 
ranging from Welsh 
hymns to spirituals and 
songs from the shows, 
plus exceptional solos 
from Gethin Williams 
(In Cellar Cool); Paul 
Carter (Anthem from 
Chess and Mary’s Boy 
Child); Gareth Reese 
(Still, Still, Still) and a 
duet from father and son 


Wayne and Bill Hodge 
(Winter Wonderland). 

The choir was accom¬ 
panied on piano by the 
very accomplished 
Stephanie Bailey, 
together with Scott 
Williams on organ. 

Scott also performed 
two superb solos, 
Liberty Bell and the 
Pastoral Symphony from 
Handel’s Messiah prov¬ 
ing yet again his versa¬ 
tility on the organ. 

During the second 
half, we were all remind¬ 


ed that Christmas was 
just around the corner 
and everyone in the con¬ 
gregation enthusiastical¬ 
ly joined with the choir 
in singing four very pop¬ 
ular Christmas carols. 

Musical director John 
Jenkins was, unfortu¬ 
nately, unable to attend 
and lead the choir due to 
ill health, but David 
Hutchings, another 
member of the choir’s 
music team, stepped in 
at the last moment and 
proved himself to be an 
extremely professional 
and enthusiastic conduc¬ 
tor. 

The concert was 
another gem in the 
choir’s crown and left 
everyone with a warm 
glow and looking for¬ 
ward to Christmas. 

Philippa Davies, who 
had organised the con¬ 
cert on behalf of 
Parkinson’s UK, spoke 
passionately of the 
achievements of their 
volunteers during the 
year, not least the 
recruitment of two addi¬ 
tional specialist nurses 
and another two shortly. 

Over £60K has been 
raised in Wales in 2011 
from its 28 active 
groups. Totally self- 
funded, Parkinson’s, like 
all charities find 
fundraising difficult in 
times of recession and 
donations of any amount 
will be put to very good 
use. 

Review by Maggie 
Hughes (retired 
fundraising director, 
Cancer Research 
Wales). 


Bridgend Bridge 
Club round-up 


RECENT results for Bridgend Bridge 
Club are: 

November 16 - 1st, Dave Barwood and Wendy 
Williams; 2nd, Emer Disley and Betty Longley; 3rd, 
Bill Turner and Marjorie Morris. 

November 18 - 1st, Ann Fox and Liam Sheridan; 
2nd, Bill Turner and Ray Smith; 3rd, Dian Jones and 
Pat Coghill. 

In addition to the regular club nights on 
Wednesday and Friday evenings at 7pm at Nolton 
Church Hall, there are now lessons for beginners on 
Wednesdays at 2.30pm and improvers on Fridays at 
7.30pm. 



Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 



ABOVE: The Mayor of Porthcawl, Court Barbara Stubbs, 
Dennis Johnson, and Mr Bill Stubbs. 


Dennis is praised 
for his fundraising 
efforts in Porthcawl 

A LOCAL man has 
been honoured for 
his efforts to help 
numerous local 
charities in the 
Porthcawl area. 

For the past 16 years, 

Dennis Johnson has run 
a quiz in The Seagull 
Public House in 
Nottage, Porthcawl, on 
Fridays nights to raise 
funds for local charities 
and organisations. 

Dennis’s fundraising 
efforts have now passed 
£50,000 and, to mark 
the occasion, Dave 
Atkinson and regulars 
of the quiz showed their 
thanks and appreciation 
by arranging a presenta¬ 
tion to Dennis, which 
was made by the Mayor 
of Porthcawl, Coun 
Barbara Stubbs. 

Representatives from 
many of the organisa¬ 
tions that have been 



ABOVE: 

The Mayor and landlord Mike Ruck. 

helped by the quiz over Mike Ruck, the landlord 


the years attended the 
presentation to thank 
Dennis for all his dedi¬ 
cation and hard work. 

A separate presenta¬ 
tion was also made to 


of The Seagull, to thank 
him for all the support 
he has given to the com¬ 
munity over many 
years. 

NC 


Extra time called on 
Bridgend AFC 
facility agreement 


BRIDGEND County 
Borough Council’s 
cabinet has agreed to 
a request from 
Bridgend Town AFC 
to extend an agree¬ 
ment relating to the 
funding of its new 
facilities - for a peri¬ 
od of 12 months. 

A BCBC spokesman 
said: “As part of the 
AS DA redevelopment in 
Bridgend town centre, 


Bridgend AFC relocated 
from its Coychurch Road 
site. A planning condition 
attached to this move 
meant that a sum of £2m 
was held in escrow to 
enable the club to pro¬ 
vide a replacement site 
and facilities within the 
county borough. 

“Under the original 
agreement with the club, 
the council’s responsibil¬ 
ities are to administer the 
escrow account and 



Clare Skalitsky-Newman and Sharon James 
were among the stars of Phoenix Theatre’s 
10th year production of All’s Fair. 

SEE FULL REVIEW AND PICTURES ON PAGE 22 


ensure that planning con¬ 
ditions are met and 
replacement facilities 
provided within five 
years, which would be 
February 2012. 

“Following the pur¬ 
chase of the lease and 
buildings of the Brewery 
Field in 2009, consider¬ 
able investment in the 
facilities has been made. 
However, Bridgend AFC 
has requested a 12-month 
extension to the current 
agreement until February 
2013, to allow them fur¬ 
ther time to consider the 
best use of the remaining 
funds. 

“With an extension to 
the agreement, one of the 
options available to the 
club is to invest in new 
facilities at the proposed 
Island Farm sporting 
development.” 

Deputy Leader, Coun 
David Sage, said: 
“Bridgend AFC is a 
thriving local football 
club. 

“Both the council and 
the club are keen to 
ensure the best use of the 
remaining funds and this 
additional time will 
allow Bridgend AFC to 
explore all options.” 


Santa’s little 
helper Amelie 
checks the 
sack of toys! 



FATHER Christmas and his young helper 
Amelie Cosson, aged nearly three, take a 
look (above) at some of the toys he will be 
handing out to children who visit his grot¬ 
to at the YMCA, John Street on Saturdays 
between now and Christmas Eve. 

In addition, on Saturday, November 26, Porthcawl 
Lions, who help Father Christmas to build and man 
his grotto every year, will be serving coffee/tea and 
a mi nce pie or cake for just £1.50 behind the grotto 
from 10.30am. There will also be some stalls for 
last-minute presents. 

The grotto opens at 10am each Saturday; admis¬ 
sion £2.50, includes a present. 


Local Lions 
Club and the 
‘Tree of Light’ 


A LOVELY way to 
remember loved 
ones at this time of 
the year is by spon¬ 
soring a dedicated 
light on the ‘Tree of 
Light’ a successful 
charity project run 
jointly by Bridgend 
Lions Club and St 
Mary’s RC Church, 
Ewenny Rd, 

Bridgend. 

The tree, decorated 
with 600 white lights and 
set up under the canopy 
of the church, is going to 
be illuminated at a spe¬ 
cial service of dedication, 
which is open to all, on 
Monday, December 12 at 
6pm. The lights will 
remain illuminated 
throughout Christmas 
until January 6. 

For a donation of £5, 
or more, a light on the 
tree can be sponsored by 
members of the public, 
regardless of their faith. 

Their special dedica¬ 
tion will be recorded on a 


remembrance board kept 
alongside the tree and all 
sponsors will receive a 
commemorative card 
from the Lions Club. 

To date, supporters of 
the Tree of Light have 
helped to raise more than 
£5,000 for local charita¬ 
ble causes. 

This year’s two cho¬ 
sen causes are Bridgend 
Samaritans and the Peter 
Ryan Appeal to help a 
six-year-old severely dis¬ 
abled lad who needs 
expensive ongoing treat¬ 
ment. 

Sponsor forms are 
available from the 
church, by downloading 
one from the Lions’ web 
site www.brid- 

gendlions.org.uk or by 
calling the club on 01656 
662786 or 0845 
8339582. 

As one of last year’s 
supporters said: “ It’s 
such a wonderful way to 
remember a loved one 
and to benefit worthy 
local causes .” 

GODFREY 

MORRIS 
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Youth service showcase in the Grand Pavilion 
proves there is plenty of talent in Bridgend! 



Photographs by 

MALCOLM NUGENT 

ONE evening that is guaranteed to raise 
the roof on Porthcawl’s Grand pavilion is 
the talent show organised by Bridgend 
County Borough Council’s youth service 
team. 

Each of the acts represents a youth centre in 
the county borough, and the young performers 
are greeted with huge cheers in an evening when 
taking part is every bit as important as winning. 

However, there were winners on the night, and 
the best musical act was won by the band 
‘Breakout’ from KPC Youth. 

The best singing prize was won by Ayishia 
Williams from Wildmill Youth Works, and the 
best dance act went to ‘Contagious’ from Caerau 
Youth Centre. 

The best overall act award (pictured right) 
was shared between Ayishia Williams and 
Contagious. 

(See more photos on page 6). 


Bronwyn Lewis, Sophie Edwards, Chloe Griffiths, Tess Spear, 
Natalia Bebenek represented Brackla Youth Centre. 


ABOVE: Peter Brown, Mat Cash, Lloyd Price were the 
'The Rock and Roll Dudes’ from the Get Active Project. 


ABOVE: Best musical act - ‘Breakout’ - comprised band members 
Kyle Reid, Matthew Jones, Matthew Preddy, and Peter McDermott 


Musical act ‘Bit of Friendly Banter’ - from the Just Ask 
organisation were made up of Josh Harris, Gareth Jones, 
Dan Lewis, Dwane Brown, Harley, and Jack Mucklle 


Trick Unique - Luke Jones, Christian Jones, and Andrew Cornin, 
offered a mix of dance and acrobatics. 



ABOVE: There was dance and acrobatics from PHS (Maria Williams, Rebecca Thomas, 
Demi Ashman, and Jess Ashman) representing Wildmill Youth Works 




ABOVE: James Evans-Jones represented 
Porthcawl Youth Centre 



ABOVE: Ayishia Williams. 



ABOVE: Emily Jehu, a singer, 
represented KPC Youth 



ABOVE: Emma Tait sang and represented 
the Health and Wellbeing Project 

































Thursday, November 24th, 2011 


THE GEM - 5 


www.facebook.com/semnews • www.twitter.com/sem news 


p 


ANCIENT MOUND 
MYSTERY SOLVED 
AT LLANGEINOR 


MEMBERS of the 
Garw Valley 
Garden History 
and Heritage 
Company Ltd 
(GVGHHC), work¬ 
ing alongside 
archaeologists 
Trysor, have solved 
one of the enduring 
mysteries of 
Llangeinor. 

A large mound, 
which stands on Bryn y 
Wrach common close to 
the village, has never 
been properly 
explained. It was first 
noticed in 1963 and 
thought likely to be a 
Bronze Age burial cairn, 
but had never been 
studied in detail. 

It eventually became 
hidden beneath a large 
manure heap, covered 
by nettles and bracken, 
and was barely recog¬ 
nisable. 

But thanks to the 
efforts of the GVGHHC 
and Trysor, and a grant 
from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, some of 
the manure was cleared 
away. For the first time 
in over 3,000 years the 
stones of a fine Bronze 
Age cairn came into 
view, proving it to be 
one of the best pre¬ 
served prehistoric burial 
sites in the Garw Valley. 

The group will be 
launching a booklet 
entitled Bryn y Wrach: 
Exploring a Local 



ABOVE: 3 

Mystery to celebrate 
their achievement in the 
Richard Price Centre, 
Llangeinor on 
November 25, when an 
exhibition of the 
‘Llangeinor Parish and 
Bryn y Wrach Project’ 
will be open to the pub¬ 
lic. 

The Project Co-ordi- 
nator Felicity 
Michaelides said: “The 
GVGHHC is dedicated 
to the study and promo¬ 
tion of the pre-industrial 
heritage of the Garw 
Valley. We created the 
Bryn y Wrach Project to 
give local people a bet¬ 
ter understanding of 
local archaeology, as 
well as to try to solve 
the ‘mystery of the 
mound’. 

“During the past 
year, we’ve had an 
opportunity to get peo¬ 
ple out onto the com¬ 
mon to take part in 
activities like geophysi¬ 
cal survey and cleaning 
the vegetation and 


e group who took part in 
manure off one part of 
the mound. We’ve also 
been able to look at old 
maps and records show¬ 
ing how Llangeinor 
parish has changed over 
time, as well as making 
records of historical and 
archaeological sites in 
the area. It has been 
great fun and people 
have learned new skills 
to help us do much 
more in the future.” 

Archaeologist Jenny 
Hall, of Trysor, added: 
“The amazing thing 
about the Bryn y Wrach 
cairn is that it has sur¬ 
vived on the common, 
with farming and min¬ 
ing going on close by. 

There are several 
other cairns along 
Mynydd Llangeinor, 
some of which are 
Scheduled Ancient 
Monuments, but none of 
them is as well pre¬ 
served as this one. The 
Garw Valley has a 
tremendous heritage and 
it has been a privilege 


the project. 

to have had the opportu¬ 
nity to work alongside 
the GVGHHC on such a 
fascinating project in 
such an interesting 
area.” 

Commenting on the 
award, Jennifer Stewart, 
Head of the Heritage 
Lottery Fund in Wales, 
said: “Our communities 
are full of heritage. 

At HLF we pride 
ourselves on being able 
to support projects that 
help people to learn 
more about the place 
that they call home - 
this project has done 
just that.” 

Details of the book¬ 
let launch will be avail¬ 
able on the GVGHHC 
website (www.garwval- 
leyghh.co.uk). Reports 
on the archaeology of 
Llangeinor Parish as 
well as the surveys of 
Bryn y Wrach common 
and the Bryn y Wrach 
mound will also be 
made available through 
the website. 


WORK STARTS ON THE 
BOXING CLUB REVAMP 



WORK has now started on Porthcawl and 
Pyle Pumas boxing club’s ambitious plans 
to fully refurbish the building and provide 
new training equipment. 

So far, the fundraising committee have secured 
£45k of the target £75k required to enable work to 
start. 

A new roof is the first task to complete before the 
winter sets in. The roofing work is being carried out 
by local Porthcawl contractor Ian Evans Roofing 
Ltd. 

Ian commented: “We are a long-established local 

Read your GEM online - just visit 
www. bridgend-today. co. uk 
and register free of charge 


ABOVE: 

Mike Clarke, Ian Evans, Norah Clarke 
and Aubrey Lewis. 

firm and are delighted to be able to support such a 
worthwhile project.” 

Head coach Aubrey Lewis and club fundraising 
officer Norah Clarke said: “We are delighted to see 
work starting and wish to thank everyone who has 
helped us with a donation or has given of their time 
to enable us to get this far, but stressed there is still 
some way still to go. 

“We do want to acknowledge the financial sup¬ 
port that we have received from Porthcawl Town 
Council and Bridgend County Borough town 
improvement grants, which, together with the help 
of Ian Evans, has allowed us to start refurbishment 
work ahead of schedule.” MC 



St Clare’s pupils show 
consumer awareness 



The winning team, plus teacher Mrs Coupland: Left to right - Georgia Williams, 
Greg Parker, Kathy Coupland, Emily Whittle, Ffion Lewis. 


SIXTH form pupils 
from St Clare’s 
School, Porthcawl, 
pitted their wits 
against students 
from Porthcawl, 
Cynffig, Brynteg 
and Archbishop 
McGrath compre¬ 
hensive schools on 
Friday - in a battle 
to win the title 
‘Bridgend Young 
Consumers of the 
Year’. 

Through 11 rounds of 
questions on consumer 
issues, the law, food and 

Mayor’s 

dinner 

FIRST Minister 
Carwyn Jones, AM 
for Bridgend, will be 
the MC at the Mayor 
of Bridgend’s ‘ near¬ 
ly Christmas dinner’ 
in aid of charities, at 
the Heronston Hotel, 
on November 25 at 
7.30pm. 

Guest speaker is Mike 
Hall, director, PMG 
Group pic, former Welsh 
and British Lion. 

The charities are 
Glaze Prostate Charity 
Wales, Stroke 

Association and 

Bridgend County Riding 
for the Disabled. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact M Major 
(01656 664105), Doug 
John (01656 861594) or 
Heronston Hotel (01656 
668811). 


health, safety, the envi¬ 
ronment, managing 
money and finance and 
more, Greg Parker, 
Ffion Lewis, Emily 
Whittle and Georgia 
Williams scored a total 
of 79 points between 
them to take the title. 

They will now go 
through to the Welsh 
finals in March; and if 
they repeat their success 
there, they will progress 
to the UK finals in 
Manchester in June 
2012 . 

The students were 
proud to take the trophy 
plus £4,000 worth of 
digital TV equipment 
back to their school, 
courtesy of Sony who 
sponsored the event. 

Headmaster John 
Aguilar, who attended 
the event to support the 
students, commented: 
“The students dealt real¬ 
ly well with the pressure 
of the competition and 
came up with good 


answers to some very 
difficult questions. The 
school are very proud of 
their achievement and 
we all wish them the 
very best of luck in the 
next round in March.” 


Trading Standards 
Institute and aims to 
make students aware of 
their consumer rights, 
responsibilities, and give 
them life skills as they 
prepare for the world of 
further education and 


The Young work. 

Consumers competition HH 

is organised by the 

Charity concert 

TABERNAC1 Music Society’s Charity 
Christmas Concert takes place on 
Sunday, December 4, at 7.30pm in 
Tabernacl Chapel, Derwen Road, 
Bridgend. 

The programme consists of 'A Little Jazz Mass' by 
Bob Chilcott (of Kings Singers fame), followed by a 
selection of Christmas carols- old and new- with 
some audience participation. 

Also taking part are the the children’s choir from 
Trelales Primary School, conducted by Carole 
Lewis, and a flute quartet. 

Proceeds from this concert will go to the chil¬ 
dren's charity LATCH. Tickets: £6, students £4 from: 
07974 765578 or at the door. 


SOUTH WALES’ 


LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 

MANUFACTURERS 


actiondoors.com 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

01656 659274 
01446 439214 
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Youth service’s big talent night 

(Continued from page 4 — photos by Malcolm Nugent) 



The best dance act were Contagious, made up of: Sophie Branch, Becci Hurley, Siobhan 
Cohill, Nia Jenkins, Kirstie Jones, Alex Jenkins, Saffron Edwards, Bridie O’Connor, 
Harriett David, and Holly Vincent. 


RIGHT: Joe Sendell 
sang and represented 
Ogmore Vale Youth 
Centre. 

FAR RIGHT: 
Jemima Rowlands, a 
singer from 
Pencoed Youth 
Engagement Centre 





Guests for the evening were Porthcawl Mayor, Coun Barbara Stubbs 
and husband Bill (left) and the county borough deputy mayor, 
Coun Marlene Thomas and her father, George. 



Olivia Davies from Wyndham Aberkenfig Youth Centre’s 

Boys and Girls Club representative, William Lies. 


Megan Rayner, Shania Curtis, Cerys James, and Sian James 
danced to represent Wyndham Boys and Girls Club. 


AM queries 
the future 
of rail bus 


SHADOW 
Transport minister 
Byron Davies is to 
write to both 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) and Arriva 
Trains about the 
future of the 
Maesteg Rail Bus. 

The council has been 
considering scrapping 
the bus because of the 
high level of subsidy it 
receives, but removing 
it altogether could 
leave passengers in the 
lurch. 

Apart from picking 
up passengers in 
Caerau and 

Nantyffyllon and taking 
them down to Maesteg 
Railway Station to con¬ 
nect to the train, it is 
also used to take pas¬ 
sengers waiting at sta¬ 
tions along the Maesteg 
line to Tondu if the 
train is terminated. 

“I understand that if 
the service from 
Cardiff to Maesteg is 
running late, a decision 
is sometimes made to 
terminate the train at 
Tondu,” said Mr 
Davies, who is the 
Welsh Conservative 
Regional AM for South 
Wales West. 

“In that case, there 
will be people waiting 
at stations higher up the 
Maesteg line who are 
left waiting. 

At the moment, 
Arriva officials ring the 
driver who waits at 
Maesteg Station with 
his bus for the train to 
arrive. 

“He then picks up all 
the passengers waiting 
in Maesteg, Ewenny 
Road and Garth 
Stations and ferries 
them down to Tondu 
where they catch the 
train. 

“He picks up all the 
passengers who were 
on the train and they 
continue their journey 
up the valley by road, 
being dropped off at 


their respective sta¬ 
tions. 

“The existing system 
seems to work well at 
the moment. But if 
there is no rail bus, 
there will be no option 
to do this in future. We 
need more coordination 
between rail and bus 
transport if we are to 
encourage people to 
use public transport 
instead of their cars.” 

Mr Davies will be 
asking both BCBC and 
Arriva to look at alter¬ 
native measures to 
avoid train passengers 
either being dumped at 
Tondu and forced to 
wait an hour for the 
next train going to 
Maesteg or those 
stranded at stations in 
Maesteg waiting for a 
train that does not 
arrive. 

“I agree that people 
in Caerau or 
Nantyfyllon could 
probably catch a nor¬ 
mal service bus if they 
wish to get the train 
from Maesteg,” he said. 
“But it is this other role 
which is so crucial. It 
gives the train opera¬ 
tors more flexibility to 
get trains back on time 
by terminating them 
early so that they can 
start to catch up and 
operate within the time 
table again. 

“But we cannot have 
people just being 
turned off trains and 
left at Tondu where 
there are no facilities, 
and where they would 
have to walk some dis¬ 
tance to try and get a 
bus. That’s not accept¬ 
able. 

“Also, people catch¬ 
ing trains from Maesteg 
need to be assured that 
they will at least be 
able to get to Bridgend 
or Cardiff on time, 
even if part of the jour¬ 
ney is done by bus. 

“If you leave people 
stranded, they will sim¬ 
ply walk away and not 
rely on the train again.” 


Who wants to build what and where in the county borough?_ 


Elitescapes - Swn Y Deryn, 
Heol Yr Ysgol, Coity - 
Reduce height of hedge 2-3 
foot and reduce width by 6- 
9 inches (within Coity con¬ 
servation area). 

Mr R Addis - 2 Sandfields 
Road, Aberkenfig - 
Proposed single storey 
extension. 

Mr Daniel Lavis - 23 
Bridgend Road, Maesteg - 
Demolish rear boundary 
wall, erect detached garage 
with access off rear lane and 
solar panels to roof. 
Porthcawl Athletic 

Association - Sports 
Ground, Locks Lane, 
Porthcawl - Replacement 
clubhouse/pavilion/chang- 
ing accommodation (revi¬ 
sion of App P/07/131/FUL). 
Mr Roland Hill - 1 Saint 
Davids Close, Wildmill - 
Erect boundary wall lm 
high to enclose land into 
curtilage. 

Mr Yoris Hoven - 11 


Orchard Drive, Porthcawl 

- Single storey extension to 
front and sidepitched roof 
over garage. 

Mr Lewis - 14 Birch Walk, 
Porthcawl - Erection of 
conservatory to rear. 

Mrs R Cole - 8 Spoonbill 
Close, Porthcawl - Two 
pitched roof side dormers to 
existing chalet type two 
storey dwelling. 

Welsh Ambulance Services 
NHS - Unit 4, Millers 
Avenue, Brynmenyn 
Industrial Estate 
Alterations to warehouse, 
new garage and vehicle 
wash and replace single 
storey cladding. 

Mr Kerry Frankton - 170 Ty 
Gwyn Drive, Brackla - 
Conservatory/day room to 
rear. 

Mr Greg Czajkowski - 76 
Georgian Way, Brackla - 
Single storey side extension 
and new external stairs with 
handrails. 


Mr Maldwyn Peregrine - 8 
Coronation Road, Maesteg 

- Renew existing external 
front access door and new 
ramped access to front gar¬ 
den with dwarf walls and 
handrails. 

Mrs Sarah Harries - 28 
Gorslas, North Cornelly - 
External ramp (with dwarf 
walls and handrails) and 
new front entrance door and 
shower room adaption. 

Mr Lee Smith - 37 The 
Burrows, Porthcawl - 
Single story rear extension 
and garage conversion. 

Mr M Harris - 4 Bragdu, 
Pencoed - Single storey 
porch extension. 

M and B M Hapgood - 30 
Bryntirion Hill, Bridgend 

- Two storey side bedroom 
and canopy extension and 
single storey rear extension. 
Mr David Richards - 31 
Rowan Lane, Bryncethin - 
Construction of single 
storey ground floor WC and 


foyer. 

MGPA - Former Sony Site, 
Pencoed Technology Park, 
Pencoed - Outline applica¬ 
tion for the re-use and re¬ 
development of the site for 
employment use. 

Centurion Properties - 
Principality House, Main 
Avenue, Litchard 

Industrial Estate 
Proposed extension and 
change of use to children’s 
play facility. 

Persimmon Homes Ltd 
l and Parcel R5/R25, Parc 
Derwen Coity - House type 
substitution on plots 1-45, 
approval of access, appear¬ 
ance, layout, scale. 

FK7 Limited - Entrance to 
Penybont Industrial Estate 
off Coity Road, Bridgend - 
Aluminium sign displaying 
company logo and services 
provided. 

Barclays Bank Pic - 90 

John Street, Porthcawl - 

New internally illuminated 


individual letters and sign 
and new internally illumi¬ 
nated projecting sign. 

Mrs M Jones - 18 Heol y 
Bryn, Llangynwyd, 

Maesteg - Rear ground 
floor cloakroom extension. 
Mrs Lisa Keegans 
Westbarn, Glanrhyd 
Farm, Penyfai - Two storey 
extension. 

Mr David Davies - 12 
Rathbone Terrace, 

Maesteg - Proposed step lift 
and retaining wall to front 
boundary for registered dis¬ 
abled person. 

Mr Les Parslow - 
Llangewydd Farm 

Buildings, Llangewydd - 

Amended design to 
P/04/258 and P/10/611 of 
conversion of existing cow 
shed to residential use. 

Mrs Marleen Godsell - 1 
Elizabeth Road, Bridgend 
- New external access ramp 
(with blockwork dwarf 
walls and metal handrails) 


and new hardstanding. 

Mrs Betty Williams - 25 
Bryncoch Road, Sarn - 
Construct ramped access to 
front garden for disabled 
person. 

Dovey Estates Limited - 
Land at Heronston Lane, 
Bridgend - Change of use 
to car sales depot and con¬ 
struct office building (temp 
consent for three years). 

Mrs L H Evans - 26 Beach 
Road, Porthcawl - Rear 
dining room/family room 
extension. 

Mr D Rees - 4A Maes 
Bryn, Bridgend - First 
floor extension to provide 
additional bedrooms. 

Mrs N Farr - 4 Lock’s 
Court, Porthcawl 
Proposed two-storey exten¬ 
sion to rear. 

Mr K Williams - 25 
Llwydarth Cottages, 
Maesteg - Proposed deck¬ 
ing and landscaping. 

Mr G Williams - Cae 


Rosser Farm, Glynogwr - 

Agricultural storage barn. 
Mr Bird - 29 Heol Ty 
Gwyn, Maesteg - Replace 
rear porch with conservato¬ 
ry. 

James & Nicholas - Moriah 
Chapel, Station Road, 
Maesteg - Change of use of 
chapel to dwelling house. 
Mr C G Morgan - Unit 43, 
Bryn Road, Tondu 
Enterprise Park, Tondu - 
Change of use from industri¬ 
al use to leisure; personal 
training fitness studio. 

Mr G Anthony - 71 Park 
Avenue, Porthcawl - Two 
storey extension, single 
storey extension and loft 
conversion. 

Mr H D Jake way - 7 St 
Marys View, Coychurch - 
Two storey extension. 

Mrs C P Jones - 39 Heol y 
Bardd, Bridgend - 
Proposed porch and shower 
room extension. 
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SOROPTIMISTS’ CRAFT FAIR 





LEFT: 
Bridgend 
Soroptimists 
supported the 
recent craft fair 
for Women’s 
Aid at The 
YMCA 
Bridgend, by 
selling seasonal 
handcrafted 
items and 
organising a 
tombola stall 
First Minister 
Carwyn Jones 
attended the 
event and 
dropped by 
(left) to wish 
them well. 


Bridgend College art class 
hope to gain acclaim in 
nationwide design contest 


FEMALE art and 
design students at 
Bridgend College 
will join schools, 
colleges and univer¬ 
sities up and down 
the country in 
entering an innova¬ 
tive design contest 
launched by a 
Welsh charity. 

Wales’ economic 
development agency for 
women, Chwarae Teg, is 
challenging 20 aspiring 
female students at 
Bridgend College to 
design a new piece of art¬ 
work using its iconic 
logo to celebrate the 
organisation’s 20th 
anniversary in 2012. 

Using the green and 
purple Chwarae Teg “rib¬ 
bons” logo that symbol¬ 
ises the Suffragette 
movement, entries will 
need to represent the 
importance of striving 
for ‘fair play’ for women 
in Wales. The contest is 
open to all female stu¬ 
dents studying a creative 
discipline in Wales, from 


A-level upwards or 
equivalent, at school, 
college or university. 

The competition win¬ 
ner and two runners-up 
will be announced at the 
launch of Chwarae Teg’s 
special anniversary exhi¬ 
bition at the National 
Waterfront Museum, 
Swansea, on 

International Women’s 
Day (March 8) 2012, and 
their work included as 
part of the exhibition. 

Bridgend College stu¬ 
dent, Sam Williams, 16, 
from Pontyclun, is enter¬ 
ing the Chwarae Teg 
Design Contest. 

She said: “I love cre¬ 
ating collages so I’m 
thinking of using a mix¬ 
ture of fabrics and graph¬ 
ics in my final piece. I 
studied the Suffragette 
movement in school so 
it’s helpful to draw upon 
what I already know for 
this design competition. 

“It’s great for us to be 
able to express these 
important issues and 
share ideas through our 
art.” 

This term, Lee 


Benton Agricultural 
Services Ltd. 

) f —___ The Workshop, Llandow, 

L ( I I * □ L I . Vale of Glamorgan 
( V CF71 7PY 

1 tel: 01446 792 786 

w-jT www.bentonagri.com 

Agricultural Engineers • New & Used Machinery Sales 

GENUINE ROLLY TOY RIDE-ON 
TRACTORS FOR SALE 

We also have a range of Britains and Siku toys in stock! 






Thomas, lecturer in 
graphics at the School of 
Creative Arts at the col¬ 
lege, has tasked the stu¬ 
dents, who are studying 
for a BTEC Level 3 
extended diploma in art 
and design, with design¬ 
ing their own typefaces 
and he will allow the 
pupils to incorporate 
their alphabets into their 
competition entries. 

Verity Lunn, 18, from 
Llantwit Major, is also 
designing an entry for the 
contest. She said: “I 
enjoy entering competi¬ 
tions, and this design 
contest will add another 
string to my bow when I 
eventually apply to teach 
art and photography in a 
secondary school or col¬ 
lege. 

“This is the first time 
I’ve learnt about the 
Suffragette movement 
and the issues facing 
women in the workplace, 
so I’m looking forward 
to researching both mod¬ 
ern and historic quotes 
and information to 
include in my art work.” 

During the three 
months of the Chwarae 
Teg exhibition, the win¬ 
ner’s work could be seen 
by more than 60,000 vis¬ 
itors to the Waterfront 
Museum. All who submit 



ABOVE: Samantha Williams and Verity 
Lunn with Chraware Teg’s chief 
executive Katy Chamberlain. 

entries can include them an effective way to incor- 
in their portfolios and porate the contest into 
demonstrate their abili- the curriculum, and 
ties in job and higher we’re really grateful to 
education interviews. the college for embracing 
Katy Chamberlain, the spirit of the competi- 
chief executive at tion.” 

Chwarae Teg said: “The Closing date for sub¬ 
contest seeks to highlight missions is Sunday, 
the great contribution of December 18. Details of 
women in the field of art how to enter can be 
and design. The found at 

Bridgend College stu- http.V/www.chwaraeteg.c 
dents have come up with om/design-contest/ 


Maesteg Cadets 
hold an open day 


ON Saturday, the 
cadets and staff of 
Maesteg 631 
(Maesteg) 

Squadron Air 
Training Corps, 
held an open day at 
their headquarters 
in Upper Street, 
Maesteg. 

Visitors included the 
Mayor of Maesteg, 
members of the Town 
Council, British Legion 
and the Squadron’s 
civilian committee, as 
well as Mr Richard 
Collins from the 
Garnwen Trust, parents, 
friends and potential 
cadets. 

Corporal Scott Mably 
devised a short display 
of foot drill that the 
cadets demonstrated to 
their visitors and Cadet 
Robbie Burrows showed 
visitors how to use the 
Squadron’s flight simu¬ 
lator which gave them a 
taste of flying the Grob 
Tutor over computer 
generated scenery of 
South Wales in a flight 
from StAthan. 

Also on offer was a 
taste of ration pack food 
cooked by Corporal 
Alex Hart to show how 
the cadets catered for 
themselves on the expe¬ 
dition section of the 
Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award, and a chance to 
attempt an aircraft 
recognition test run by 
Corporal Dan Mably. 

Sergeant Bethan 
Mably was offering visi¬ 
tors a chance to attempt 
Cardio-Pulmonary 
Resuscitation (CPR) on 
the Squadron’s training 
mannequin which simu¬ 
lates a casualty that is 
not breathing. Sergeant 
Mably is one of the 
cadets in the Squadron 
who has a first aid qual¬ 
ification gained while a 
member of the Air 
Cadets. 

Cadet Thomas Jury 
had assembled a display 
that showed the activi¬ 
ties cadets undertake, 
which includes the 
chance to gain a BTEC 
qualification in 
Aviation Studies, and 
learn to fly in a glider. 
Also on display were 
pictures of recent activi¬ 
ties, including annual 



camps at the Tucano 
base at Royal Air Force 
Linton on Ouse in 
Yorkshire, and at St 
Mawgan in Cornwall, 
and gliding at Swansea 
airport. 

631 (Maesteg) 
Squadron meet on 
Monday and Friday 
evenings at Upper Street 
Maesteg, and is open to 
boys and girls age 13 
and over. 


ABOVE: 

Corporal Alex Hart 
(right in combat 
clothing) shows his 
colleagues how to 
use the Trangia 
cooker that is used 
on Duke of 
Edinburgh 
award expeditions. 


Special charity pool competition 

r* 



Above: Dout Williams and Lyn Jones. 


Above: Andrew Williams and Phil Kirby, 
landlord of the Farmer’s Arms, Nottage. 


A POOL competition, organ- Bridgend. The Pool 
ised by Andrew Williams, was Competition was won by Lyn 
held at the Farmer’s Arms, Jones (ex-manager, Merthyr 
Nottage, courtesy of mine hosts Tydfil Football Club) who beat 
Sue and Phil Kirby, landlords, Dout Williams and was award- 
to raise funds for Ysgol Bryn ed a pool cue as a prize. 

Castell Special Needs School, Thanks to a raffle and auc¬ 


tion, £201 was raised for the 
school and a cheque for this 
amount was handed over to 
Andrew Williams by the land¬ 
lord Phil Kirby. 


Fundraising 
night for Linda 


RECENTLY, 250 
people gathered to 
enjoy an evening of 
mixed entertain¬ 
ment at Bridgend 
Rugby Club, and 
help to raise over 
£3,000 for the 
Linda Edwards 
Trust Fund. 

Linda has melanoma 
cancer and the trust 
fund has been set up to 
help meet the cost of a 
drug called Ipilmumab, 
which has had proven 
results on this type of 
cancer. Currently, the 
drug is only available in 
England. 

The event was com¬ 


pered by Mr Wayne Hall 
and included a moving 
talk from Linda’s broth¬ 
er, Dr Peter John, on 
the dangers of 
melanoma, a raffle, an 
auction and entertain¬ 
ment from singers 
Emma Jayne and 
Graham Brown. 

The organisers, and 
Linda, would like thank 
everyone who donated 
and attended for their 
generosity. Linda would 
also like to give special 
thank you to Alison, Ian, 
Rhiannon and Gareth 
for all the help and sup¬ 
port they have given 
throughout this extreme¬ 
ly difficult period. 

KT 



A.G. ADAMS & SON 

Funeral Directors 
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Porthcawl Comprehensive School pupils put 
on the style to raise cash for Children in Need 


PHOTOGRAPHS by 
MALCOLM NUGENT 


PUPILS at Porthcawl Comprehesive 
School arranged a series of fundraising 
events for Children in Need day last week. 

There was a fancy dress competition, and 
there was also an X-Factor talent show, with 
stern-faced teachers acting as judges. 

However, some teachers were on the receiv¬ 
ing end later in the day, giving their students a 
chance to subject them to some very messy tri¬ 
als (see picture below, left). 



The Only Way is Essex? 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE 
THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who would 
like to have items included in the community news columns 
of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



News round-up 
from Litchard 
Primary school 


RECOGNITION 
IT is always nice to 
hear of a local per¬ 
son who has been 
acknowledged for 
their prowess in 
whatever activities 
they take part in, 
and such a person 
is Alun Hodges. 

Alun went to school 
at Garth Primary and 
the Maesteg 
Comprehensive School. 
He started playing 

bowls in 1973 and 
joined Maesteg Bowling 
Club in 1974, where he 
remained a member for 
24 years, before moving 
on to Dinas Powys 
Bowls Club, for whom 
he still plays. 

Alun has played for 
the under-35s and at 
county level for the 
Vale of Glamorgan. He 
was elected president of 
the Mid-Vale bowling 
association in 1984, and 
president of the Vale of 
Glamorgan County 
bowling association in 
2000. 

He has represented 
the Vale on the Welsh 
Bowling Association 
since 1995 and was 
invited to become a 
member of the 
Barbarians bowling 
association in 2009, and 
in 2010 was appointed 
as a selector for the 
Welsh bowling team. 

The Welsh bowling 
association has now 
appointed Alun as team 
manager for 2013 to 
2016. He will work 
alongside the present 
manager, Phillip Young, 
during 2012, which will 
be a busy period, start¬ 
ing with the home inter¬ 
national series in June, 
the under-25 series in 
Edinburgh in 
September, and then the 
World championships in 
Australia in November 
and December. 

He will then take 
over full responsibility 
as team manager, not 
only for the 

Commonwealth Games 
in Glasgow in 2014 but 
also for the world 
championships in 
Auckland, New Zealand 
in 2016. 

Alun is obviously 
immensely proud of this 
appointment and would 
like to thank both bowl¬ 
ing clubs for the train¬ 
ing he received. 

Not only has Alun 
been successful in 
bowls, but he is also 
recognised throughout 
south Wales as an out¬ 
standing musical direc¬ 
tor for the Maesteg 
Gleemen male voice 
choir since 1990. He 
was responsible for the 
choir winning the 


National Welsh 
Eisteddfod in 1996 at 
Llandeilo. 

Alun is also chairman 
of the ‘Friends of 
Maesteg Town Hall’ the 
voluntary organisation 
that works so hard to 
maintain the building 
and provide finances for 
the staff. 

HOREB BAPTIST 

CHAPEL, 

NANTYMOEL 

THE Horeb is the last 
practicing religious 
establishment at the 
top of the Ogmore 
Valley, located in 
Dinam Close, and 
members will be 
showing a series of 
Christmas family 
films. 

Tonight (November 
24) at 6pm they will be 
showing The Star of 
Bethlehem, a tale 
unlocking the mystery 
of the world’s most 
famous star. 

Next week, on 
December 1, they will 
be showing the Nativity 
Story beginning at 6pm. 

OGMORE 
VALLEY 
MALE VOICE 
CHOIR 
Last Friday this 
busy choir per¬ 
formed in a concert 
at the rest home for 
pensioners in 
Evanstown. 

Approximately 40 
residents really appreci¬ 
ated the concert. 

The choir’s musical 
director Eira Paskin 
played the piano as 
accompanist while choir 
member Phil Davies 
acted as conductor, a 
task at which he 
excelled. Phil also 
played a piece on his 
guitar. 

The secretary of the 
choir John Jones recited 
a poem about a rugby 
game titled ‘The True 
Spirit’ by Harri Webb, a 
humorous tale which 
everyone enjoyed. 

The choir will be giv¬ 
ing a Christmas carol 
concert on the Glanfa 
stage in the Wales 
Millennium Centre on 
November 27 at 
6.15pm. 

It will also be hold¬ 
ing a fund raising 


Christmas fayre at the 
Canolfan Bethlehem 
Centre on Thursday, 
December 1, at 10am. 
TONDU AND 
DISTRICT 
ART SOCIETY 
At the recent exhibi¬ 
tion in the Len 
Evans Centre, 
Aberkenfig. the 
competitions were 
judged by Claire 
Hiett and Corrie 
Lewis-Bishop, two 
lecturers at 
Bridgend College. 

The winner of the 
‘Winter Scene’ competi¬ 
tion, with a painting 
titled ‘Winter Evening’ 
was Mrs Diane Morris, 
with Mr Jim Hayes win¬ 
ning “Tondu’s Industrial 
Heritage” with his 
painting of Tondu’s rail¬ 
way junction and engine 
sheds. 

The members of the 
public who attended the 
exhibition were asked to 
nominate their favourite 
picture on display. The 
public’s choice was a 
picture of race horses 
titled ‘Neck and Neck’ 
painted by Rita Morgan. 

The exhibition was 
also visited by more 
than 100 pupils from 
the two local primary 
schools Tondu and St 
Robert’s. 

There were four raf¬ 
fle prizes. The first a 
painting by local artist 
Bryan Shambler, was 
won by Mrs. L. 

Chilcott; the second, a 
bottle of whisky, by Mr 
Merlin Maddock; third, 
a bottle of sherry, by Mr 
V. Elwood; and fourth, 
a bottle of port, by Mrs. 
M. Button. 

SOUTH AND 
WEST WALES 
WILDLIFE 
TRUST 

AT the visitor centre 
in the Parc Slip 
nature reserve, 
Tondu, the members 
of the Wildlife 
Watch group will be 
having a Christmas 
party on Saturday, 
December 3, 
between 10am and 
12pm. 

Anyone wishing to 
find out more about the 
group (suitable for chil¬ 
dren up to 13 years of 
age) is welcome to 
come along and join in 
the festive fun. 

They will be making 
some ‘wildlife friendly’ 
decorations to hang out¬ 
side and keep feathered 
friends fed during the 
winter months. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, telephone 01656 
724100. 

TONDU 


PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 
MRS Susan Pilsher, 
the headteacher, 
would like to advise 
parents that the 
school’s Christmas 
fair is being held in 
the Meadow Street 
school buildings on 
Friday, December 2, 
starting at 3.30pm. 

The school choir will 
be singing a number of 
Christmas carols and 
Father Christmas will 
be helping with present 
giving. 

There will also be a 
number of stalls giving 
parents and children 
plenty of choice on buy¬ 
ing Xmas presents. 

She regrets having to 
advise parents that there 
is a real possibility that 
the school will have to 
close on Wednesday, 
November 30, because 
of industrial action by 
trade union members in 
the dispute over pen¬ 
sions. 

ABERKENFIG 
AND DISTRICT 
WOMEN’S 
INSTITUTE 
At the recent meet¬ 
ing of Aberkenfig 
and District 
Women’s Institute, 
president Eunice 
Williams welcomed 
the members. 

Happy Birthday was 
sung to Dorothy 
Thomas by the mem¬ 
bers. 

The business of the 
afternoon included 
Eunice reading out a 
card received from WI 
adviser Judith Lucas, 
who attended the recent 
Annual General 
Meeting, thanking 
Aberkenfig members 
for their hospitality and 
the gift of a cyclamen, 
which she said looked 
lovely in her home. 
Judith was also very 
impressed by the way 
this small WI was run. 

The new committee 
was confirmed, with 
most people remaining 
in their previous posi¬ 
tions - Eunice Williams 
(president); Pat Lewis 
(secretary); and Dorothy 
Thomas (treasurer). 

Aberkenfig WI’s dec¬ 
orated Christmas tree 
will be on display in the 
Wesley Methodist 
Chapel in Tondu on the 
chapel’s open day, 
Saturday, November 26, 
11am to 3pm, and at the 
carol service in the 
chapel on December 14 
at 7pm. 

Eunice Williams then 
introduced the speaker 
for the afternoon, 
Stephen Jarvis. Stephen 


had been to Aberkenfig 
WI before and is a very 
popular speaker. 

His subject this time 
was ‘Toy box’. Indeed 
his toy box was pretty 
full, with a doll called 
Myfanwy dated 1889 
dressed in the then 
everyday costume. 

A further three dolls 
were produced, includ¬ 
ing a sailor boy (made 
by Nora Wellington) 
which would have been 
for sale on cruise ships. 

Next came a spinning 
top and a Chad Valley 
teddy bear, most of 
them toys the ladies 
recognised. 

Steve and his twin 
brother seemed to have 
owned a lot of toys, 
including the famous 
Tri-ang trikes and 
Hornby train sets. Steve 
also had an interest in 
toys that were in distri¬ 
bution in the early 
1950s. 

He also had a 
German-made ‘Running 
Beetle’ made in the 
mid-1800s which Gwyn 
Tommason, husband of 
a former member, had 
given him some time 
ago. This beetle was in 
very good condition and 
a lot of fun. 

Stephen is now 
researching ‘Barbie’ 
dolls - apparently John 
Barrowman, the actor 
and singer, has a full 
collection of these. 
Stephen stayed for a 
cup of tea and the raffle 
was won by Hilary 
Crocombe and Mair 
Starr. 

The competition for 
an item beginning with 
the letter ‘G’ was won 
by Gill Williams with a 
pretty garter. 

The vote of thanks 
was given by Eunice 
Williams, who loved his 
“bottomless” toy box. 
Next month’ meeting on 
December 14 will be 
the Christmas party and 
the competition is for a 
‘Christmas Ornament’. 

New members and 
visitors are always wel¬ 
come at Aberkenfig WI 
on the second 
Wednesday of the month 
at 2pm in the Welfare 
Hall, Heol Persondy, 
Aberkenfig. 

ST DAVID’S 
CHURCH, 
WYNDHAM 

The members of the 
church will be holding a 
Christmas bazaar in the 
church hall on Friday, 
December 2, between 
4pm and 6pm. There 
will be a large selection 
of stalls selling a large 
range of goodies and 
everyone is welcome. 
Maesteg 
Comprehensive 
School 

The Salvation Army 
has organised a 
Christmas concert at the 
school tomorrow 
(November 25) at 7pm. 

It is hoped that 
members of the audi¬ 
ence will bring along 
toys and books which 
will be distributed to 
needy children in the 
area. Tickets cost £5 
(adults) and £3 for chil¬ 
dren. 


WELL DONE! 

The governors, staff 
and children would like 
to congratulate and send 
best wishes to Miss 
Gemma John on her 
recent wedding to Mr 
Chris Dimmock. 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

Well done to Libby 
Radcliffe (Miss Duffy’s 
class), who achieved her 
duckling award (level 4) 
in swimming. 

Congratulations to 
Demi Wallace (2P) on 
achieving ‘Gymnast of 
the Week’ at Wildmill 
Gymnastic Club. 

Olivia-Lourdes 
Campbell received a 
medal from a recent hol¬ 
iday. Olivia-Lourdes 
sang ‘Daisy, Daisy’ and 
had first prize for this. 

Thomas Heycock, 
Max Davis and Poppy 
Bayliss (all from Miss 
Duffy’s class) received 
certificates from Pen-y- 
Bont Gymnastics Club. 
Finlay Victor (2P) 
received his level 7 
gymnastics award. 

Tom Matthews (4C) 
received his level 6 
Peny-y-Bont 
Gymnastics Club award 
and Kayleigh Granville 
(5M) received a level 7 
award. 

Toby Maddern (2H) 
received a Hippo 
Bravery award. 

DISCO FEVER 

Thank you to every¬ 
one that attended our 
school discos last week. 
The events were very 
well attended and £270 
was raised, which will 
go towards activities and 
equipment for the chil¬ 
dren. 

BRYNGARW 

PARK 

Armed with wellies 
and warm coats due to 
the bad weather, our 
year-1 children visited 
Bryngarw Park recently. 
The Rangers accompa¬ 
nied the children as they 
hunted for different 
seeds and nuts, mini 
beasts and learned all 
about the wide variety of 
plants and trees that are 
in the park. 

Despite the weather a 
good day was had by all 
and the children were all 
very well behaved. 

SWIMMING 

AWARDS 

Well done to the fol¬ 
lowing children on 
achieving their swim¬ 
ming awards. Finlay 
Victor (2P) - stage 1 
award. Robert Thomas 
(2P) also achieved his 
stage 1 swimming 
award. Grace 

Thompson and Lois 
Davies (1G) - national 
plan swimming award 
stage 2. 

Madison Edwards 
(1G) - national plan 
swimming award stage 

1. Ella Matthews (1M) - 
water skills award grade 

2. Caitlyn Wiggins and 
Ava Spence (1M) - 
Nation Plan swimming 
award Stage 1. Daisy 
Davies (1M) - Duckling 
swimming awards 1 and 
2 . 


Carly Davies (1M) - 
10m Rainbow distance 
award. Katy Lewis 
(nursery) - duckling 
swimming award. 
Daniel Morgan (2H) - 
stage 3 swimming 
award. Shannon Telling 
(2H) - stages 1,2 and 3 
swimming awards. 
Abbie Davies (2H) 
25m distance swimming 
award. 

SHOW YOUR 
SPOTS! 

It was lovely to see all 
the children (and staff!) 
supporting Children in 
Need by showing their 
spots. A collection was 
made today and we will 
let you know how much 
was collected for this 
worthwhile cause in our 
next newsletter. 

CHRISTMAS 
SING-A-LONG 
Our annual Christmas 
sing-a-long with the 
RAF brass band is on 
Sunday, December 4, at 
6pm. Due to the ongo¬ 
ing building works at the 
school, the concert will 
take place at Wildmill 
Community Centre. As 
space is limited in the 
centre, tickets will be 
available shortly for a 
small charge. 

CHELTENHAM 
SHOPPING 
Thank you to every¬ 
body that supported our 
Cheltenham Christmas 
shopping trip. A great 
day was had by all and 
we would like to thank 
Mrs Sarah Granville for 
organising this super day 


out. We are pleased to 
say that £260 was raised 
for school funds. 

VEGETABLE 

SALE 

There will be a sale of 
vegetables that have 
been grown on school 
premises outside the 
infant department area 
today (Thursday, 

November 24) at 3.30 
p.m. 

FOOTBALL 

NEWS 

Year-4, 5 and 6 boys 
played football against 
Pen-Y-Fai Primary on 
Friday, November 11. 
Both teams coped well 
with the wet and windy 
conditions. 

The Year 5 and 6 team 
fought back to get a 
two-all draw, with 
Morgan Williams (5M) 
and Joshua Thomas (6R) 
scoring the goals. 

The year-4 team won 
5-0. Hitting the back of 
the net were Ellis 
Penman (4H), Ryan 
Neagle (4H) and there 
was a hat trick from 
Jordan Jones (4C)!! Well 
done to all the boys that 
took part. 

Congratulations! 

We would like to 
give a special mention 
to Rhys Littlejohns (2H) 

who featured in the 

October edition of 
Wildmill community 
news for his regular lit¬ 
ter picking. 

Excellent job, Rhys! 


TABERNACL CONCERT 

TABERNACL Music Society’s Christmas concert 
takes place on Sunday, December 4 at 7.30pm in 
Tabernacl Chapel, Derwen Road, Bridgend. 

A Little Jazz Mass by Bob Chilcott (of Kings 
Singers) is followed by a selection of Christmas 
carols. Also taking part are the children’s choir 
from Trelales Primary School, conducted by Carole 
Lewis, and a flute quartet. 

Tickets £6, students £4 (07974 765578) or at the 
door. 



Spectacle manufacture 
and repair iervk.es 



2 for 1 
from £59 
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Christmas 
Tree World 


Situated on the A48, between 
Bonvilston and the five mile 
ra lane turn off 


From 1st 
December 2011 
9.00am til late 


Seven Varieties of 
Christmas Trees 
including... 
Nordmann Fir, 
Frazer Fir, 

Norway Spruce, etc. 

Sizes from 3ft - 18ft. 

Orders taken in advance 
for large trees. 

Prices Held! 

Also available 
Wreaths, Stands, 
Pot Grown Trees 
and Decorations 

Telephone: 

01446 781818 



Find us on Twitter - 
follow us @gem_news 


Senior officers 
to go as Vale 
Council looks 
to cut costs 


THREE senior Vale 
Council officers are 
to leave their posts 
within the next six 
months - as part of 
a drive to cut costs. 

The Vale Council 
cabinet recently 

endorsed the proposed 
new senior manage¬ 
ment structure for the 
council, and this will 
come into effect in May 
next year. 

However, a council 
spokeswoman said: 
“The details of the 
changes will be the 
subject of further 
reports to elected mem¬ 
bers”. 

The proposals will 
see the council’s direc¬ 
tor of finance, ICT and 
property, Sian Davies, 
take over from the cur¬ 
rent chief executive, 
John Maitland Evans, 
after the local elections 
in May. 

She will have a new 
job title, that of manag¬ 
ing director and direc¬ 
tor of resources 

The director of legal, 
public protection and 
housing, Peter Evans, 
and the director of 


environmental and 
economic regeneration, 
Rob Quick will also 
leave their posts. 

The spokeswoman 
said: “In recognition of 
the Welsh 

Government’s collabo¬ 
ration agenda for edu¬ 
cation, the post of 
director of learning 
and development will 
be replaced by a chief 
learning and skills offi¬ 
cer, who will oversee 
education in the Vale. 

“The timing of this 
particular change will 
be the subject of a fur¬ 
ther report to cabinet.” 

The director of 
social services post, 
held by Phil Evans will 
remain unchanged. 

Coun Gordon 

Kemp, the Leader of 
the council, said: “We 
believe the new struc¬ 
ture creates an effec¬ 
tive basis for the future 
management of council 
services. 

“Local government 
is undergoing many 
changes, not least the 
move towards collabo¬ 
rative working, and we 
want the Vale to be 
ready to face the new 


challenges. 

“In the last financial 
year, we made £400,000 
in savings by reducing 
senior management. 

“ The Vale’s finances 
are well managed, but 
we are under the same 
budget pressures as 
every council in the 
UK, and we need to 
make further savings 
on management costs 
next year. 

“The proposed 
changes will deliver an 
additional £400,000 of 
savings.” 


A state-of-the-art 
mental health unit 
takes shape locally 


AHEAD of the 
Welsh Government 
Draft Budget being 
debated in the 
Assembly Chamber 
last week, the 
Finance Minister 
visited the construc¬ 
tion site of a mental 
health assessment 
unit for older people 
at Llandough 
Hospital. 

Jane Hutt, who is also 
the AM for the Vale, 
spoke to staff and con¬ 
struction workers at the 
hospital, which is receiv¬ 
ing £56m of Welsh 
Government funding. 

A spokesperson 
explained that “the 
state-of-the-art unit will 
help modernise the 


delivery of mental health 
services, offering a com¬ 
munity focused service 
but maintaining the vital 
role of inpatient services 
assessing the needs of 
both patients and car¬ 
ers. ” 

The scheme will bring 
together acute assess¬ 
ment services currently 
delivered from a number 
of different locations in 
Cardiff and the Vale. 

The new unit will pro¬ 
vide 82 beds, mainly in 
single rooms, and a day 
hospital with associated 
accommodation. 

The project started on 
site in April 2010 and is 
expected to be complet¬ 
ed in August 2012. 

Ms Hutt said: “This 
unit is a fantastic exam¬ 
ple of the projects for 


which the Welsh 
Government provides 
capital funding. 

“By continuing with 
these capital projects, 
we are showing our sup¬ 
port for the construction 
industry in Wales. ” 


Attempted car theft: 
three men arrested 

THREE men have been arrested Barry for alleged shoplifting, on 


in connection with the attempt¬ 
ed theft of a vehicle in 
Gladstone Road, Barry. 

The arrests form part of eight car¬ 
ried out by South Wales Police, as the 
result of information provided by 


November 19. 

On the same day, one man was 
arrested in Windsor Road, Penarth, 
over a public order offence. 

Another arrest took place on 
November 15, in Holton Road, Barry, 


CCTV operators in the Vale up to where a man was detained for breach- 
November 20. «ng his curfew and on November 16 a 

Working under the umbrella of the man was arrested on an outstanding 
Safer Vale Partnership, the team also warrant. 

passed on details which led to the CCTV operators contacted the 
arrest of two men in Broad Street, police on 43 occasions last week. 


Festival 

concerts 

THE Ewenny Arts 
Festival at Ewenny 
Priory Church contin¬ 
ues on Thursday, 
December 1, at 7pm, 
with a St Nicholas Day 
concert featuring 
Llangewydd Junior 
School, Bridgend, and 
Holton Road Primary 
School, Barry. Tickets 
£5. 

On Friday, 

December 16, at 
7.30pm, the Vale of 
Glamorgan Ensemble 
celebrate with a 10th 
anniversary Christmas 
concert by candlelight. 
Tickets £15 and £12.50 
(cons). 

Contact Ewenny 
Pottery on 01656 
653020; Helen on 
01656 667047 or Mari 
on 01656 664105 

(www. ewenny festival, co 
.uk) 


r 

Scott Wroe 

Hearing Centre ■ 


~ 


cott Wroe Hearing Centre, Penarth 



If you are havng aiMicUty wth your hearing or expenenanq problems wth your current nearing ad 
come and see your local independent hearing centre who can help 

We are hotfng open cfetys throughout Mowember and appointments are arraifabie be<ween 9.0Oam and 
6.00pm. 

Otxhg the open days we wit be there to atfrfse and demonstrate fie roost recent advances in decreet 
behind fie ear and m the ear hearing a«Js as wel as answering any queetkxxs you may hat* 

For exannpe How good or bod ts my hearing? 

What type of hearing aids are there? 

How do they work? 

How much are they? 

Whach ones are best tor me? 

We* wll a bo be demonslrallng L/ve Speech Mapping 'which aitow* us to show you how effective bearing 
ads are n assisting your nearrig less us rig real time speech You wil be aide to see how speech is 
reachrg your eardrum after being processed via our wal moulted dsplay. 

Tl e e wil atoo be a number of free near rig teste avalaUe. so if you would ike you liearing assessed, 
you' ears enamned or your current tieanng aid d ecked please contact ue to arrange an apponlrr^nt. 


FREE Hearing test and consultation 
(Normally Cl5 00) throughout November 

Independent advice 

Try the very latest hearing products from 
the leading manufacturers Phonak. Widex 
and Oticon 

See What You Hear with the latest in 
Speech Mapping technology enabling you 
to see if your hearing aid is correctly 
programmed for your heanng loss 


For more information or to arrange your free appointment please call 02920 707760 or call in to Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre, 1 Station Approach, Penarth, Vale of Glamorgan CF64 3EE (Free parking opposite the shop). 
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Half price 

ai'vcl delivered before 

CUris+vwas 


ENDS SUNDAY SPM 


Nathng a rryurt on yOwr h atr* tNr a now xfa fv*yih^g in :h* 
Winter Caledon ft cm Dfb half price wd I you enter r^ht now nruny £rcui 
ctes^r* «r*tt guaranteed to be In your home before Christmas. 


£7.27 a month - no deposit with 4 years Interest free credit. 

M «cnhy O p* rv*t*>g 6««r 2012 fw> 34 «|>Jl montl* 

OtC*i»V**P* Tot* £3*0 




l | /o 

Vf APR 

WiPRfSfcNTATIVT. 


4 YEARS 

interest 

FREE CREDIT 

or pc* nothing until Eastcr20/2 

then tote 3 years interest free credit 


think sofas, think 


dfs 



Cardiff 029 2073 S23S 

Cardiff Gate Retail Park. PDnfprennau CF23 8NL 
Swansea 01 792 77306S 

Off Bush Road. Mocriston SA6 8ER 


KMca x»fo tor* x>k 


i &* Ann tfm W it«i laSpn 


Save Time - Order Direct at www.dfs.co.uk or call Free on 0800 110 5000 24 hours a day 7 days a week 


<_r*W ftdbfec* tr> •eraanro* « p 
nd to potobto tar to tf!*wv CKtfwd lie* to c 


dbf DfS * ^mn *•« :r**i dm editor teirydwin a*» r lor On w wif 

rw e m e^ioiaoiiosoDOiDrsfeeicwcfon w^aud 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Penarth jeweller is to 
design the National 
Eisteddfod Crown 



ABOVE: Anne with Coun Gordon Kemp 


C o wbridge 
Art Society 

THE Cowbridge Art 
Society’s next meeting 
will be on Thursday, 
December 1 at 7pm in 
the Old Hall, High 
Street - a portrait 
painting session led by 
local artist Heather 
Symmonds. Visitors 
are welcome. For fur¬ 
ther details of the soci¬ 
ety, contact www.cow- 
bridgeartsociety.com. 

Carols and a 
free mince 
pie 

NEW this Christmas is 
the chance to sing car¬ 
ols on Saturday morn¬ 
ing, December 3, out¬ 
side St Mary’s Church, 
Holton Road, Barry 
with the choirs of St 
Mary’s, St Cadoc’s, 
Merthyr Dyfan and St 
Paul’s from 11am- 
12.30pm. 

Later at St Mary’s 
Church there will be free 
tea or coffee and a 
mi nce pie. Donations 
welcomed for Marie 
Curie Cancer Care. 

Catch Santa! 

SANTA will be taking 
a couple of hours out of 
his hectic pre- 


Christmas schedule to 
visit the Labour 
Party’s Christmas 
fayre at St Helen’s 
Church Hall, 

Wyndham Street, 
Barry, on Saturday, 
December 3. 

As Santa wants to be 
home in time to watch 
the Wales v Australia 
rugby match, doors will 
open at 10.30am with 
lots of bargains and 
treats galore! 

Admission is free. 

Nativity play 

AMELIA Trust Farm 
is presenting a Nativity 
play around the site on 
December 3-4 at 
5.30pm. 

Refreshments will be 
supplied after the per¬ 
formance. Tickets are 
£11 from the farm office 
(01446 782030). 

Wrap up warm and 
bring a torch! 

Porthcawl 

fayre 

NEWTON Institute, 
Porthcawl, is holding 
its Christmas fayre on 
Saturday, December 3 
at 2pm; admission £1 
includes a glass of wine 
or tea/coffee. There 
will be a raffle, cake 
stall, and gift stall. 


Tab e rn a c 1 
concert 

TABERNACL Music 
Society’s Christmas 
concert takes place on 
Sunday, December 4 at 
7.30pm in Tabernacl 
Chapel, Derwen Road, 
Bridgend. 

A Little Jazz Mass by 
Bob Chilcott (of Kings 
Singers) is followed by a 
selection of Christmas 
carols. Also taking part 
are the children’s choir 
from Trelales Primary 
School, conducted by 
Carole Lewis, and a 
flute quartet. 

Tickets £6, students 
£4 (07974 765578) or at 
the door. 

Lighting up 
Llancarfan 

THE annual lighting of 
the Llancarfan 

Christmas tree will 
take place on Sunday, 
December 4 at 6pm at 
the ford in Llancarfan. 

There will be singing 
of carols, mince pies and 
mulled wine (weather 
permitting). 

The lights will be 
turned on by the winner 
of the Llancarfan 
Primary School painting 
competition - to be 
announced. 

John and Sue at The 
Fox and Hounds will be 
holding a barbecue after 
the carols and will be 
delighted to see as many 
people there as possible. 

Music in the 
Vale 

ON November 26-27 
at 6.30pm, Music in the 
Vale offers four final¬ 
ists the opportunity to 
perform at an evening 
concert in front of a 
live audience in 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School. 

Adult tickets are 
priced at £5 with stu¬ 
dents and under-18s 
admitted free. 

Tickets can be pur¬ 
chased online at 
www.musicinthevale.or 
g.uk or at Xantippe, 
Cowbridge (cash only). 

Valeways 

walks 

‘TOWERS to gardens’ 
walk on Sunday, 
November 27 at 2pm at 
Southerndown Beach 


car park. 

‘Coffee Shop 

Strollers’ on Wednesday, 
November 30 at 1.45pm, 
meet outside the Tourist 
Information Office, 
Barry island. 

St Brides 
Major fayre 

ST BRIDGET’S 
Church, St Brides 
Major, is holding a 
Christmas fayre at the 
Church Hall, 

Southerndown Road, 
St Brides Major, on 
Saturday, November 
26 from 10am to 12 
noon. 

Festive gifts, cards 
and decorations will be 
on sale. 

There will be a cake 
and bottle stall, and a 
grand raffle; admission 
is £1, including tea/cof¬ 
fee and minced pies. 

Thrift shop 

THE St Athan Thrift 
Shop will be closing for 
Christmas on 

December 14 at 12pm. 

Come along and grab 
yourselves a bargain 
before we close! 

Fairtrade 

feast! 

THERE is a chance to 
celebrate Christmas 
the ‘ethical’ way by 
joining Sustainable 
Wales for a Christmas 
Fairtrade feast accom¬ 
panied by live music in 
the Atlantic Hotel, 
Porthcawl on 

Thursday, December 
15 at 7.30pm. 

A selection of dishes 
using locally sourced, 
organic and fairly traded 
ingredients will be fol¬ 
lowed by acoustic 
folk/alternative melodic 
vocals and harmonies 
with local duo Thomas 
& Piercey. 

Further details on 
01656 783405. 

Guides’ fair 

THE Llantwit Major 
Rainbows and Guides 
will be holding their 
Christmas fair this 
Saturday (November 
26) between 2pm and 
4pm in the Llantonian 


Hall. 

Children will be able 
to visit Santa in his grot¬ 
to, and there will be 
crafts and cakes for sale. 

Meet Santa! 

DINAS POWYS 
Infant’s School 

Parents’ Association 
presents a fun-filled 
family afternoon at 
their Christmas bazaar 
on Saturday, 

November 26 between 
lpm-3pm, and Santa 
will be there in his 
awesome grotto from 
lpm. 

Lots of activities to 
keep everyone happy! 

Transition 

meeting 

TRANSITION 
Llantwit will be having 
their next meeting at 
7.30pm this evening 
(Thursday, November 
24) at The Heritage 
Centre, Llantwit 
Major, Town Hall. For 
more details, contact 
transition.llantwit @ go 
oglemail.com. 

Vale AM’s 
surgery 

JANE HUTT, AM for 
the Vale, will be hold¬ 
ing a surgery on 
Friday (November 25) 
at Holy Trinity Church 
Hall, Trinity Street, 
Barry from 4pm-6pm. 
No appointment neces¬ 
sary. 

MP’s advice 
surgeries 

THE Vale MP, Alun 
Cairns, will be hold¬ 
ing two surgeries for 
advice and assistance 
this Friday, 

November 25 at the 
following locations: 
1.30pm-3pm at the 
Citizens Advice 
Bureau, 119 Broad 
Street and 4pm- 
5.30pm in the Robing 
Room, Cowbridge 
Town Hall, 

Cowbridge. 

Anyone in the Vale is 
welcome to attend. 

It is advisable to call 
01446 403814 for an 
appointment. 


MOTHER of two, 
Anne Morgan, has 
been chosen to 
design next year’s 
National 
Eisteddfod Crown. 

The event takes place 
at Llandow in the Vale 
and Anne, mum to Lilly, 
six and Poppy, four, was 
officially named as the 
chosen designer in a cer¬ 
emony at the Art 
Department, a communi¬ 
ty art centre in Penarth. 

“I haven’t submitted a 
design for this calibre of 
commission before,” she 
said. 

“It was a nerve 
wracking experience. So 
the fact that mine was 
chosen is fantastic. But 
knowing the makers of 
the crown who have 
gone before me, it’s 
quite a daunting experi- 

The £4,780 crown, 
being sponsored by the 
Vale Council, is to be 
unveiled at next year’s 
Eisteddfod next August 
and the design is ‘top 
secret’ until then. 

Eight artists submit¬ 
ted designs, which were 
assessed by a panel con¬ 
sisting of the Vale 
Council leader, Coun 
Gordon Kemp, council 
arts development officer, 
Tracey Harding and 


BRIDGEND 
County Borough 
Council has a feast 
of festive fun 
planned for 
Bridgend town cen¬ 
tre this Christmas, 
with special events 
running through¬ 
out late November 
and into December. 

With seasonal craft 
and food markets, a 
free Christmas train 
for children, hundreds 
of elves and, of course, 
a visit from Santa him¬ 
self, this year promises 
to be Bridgend’s best 
ever Christmas. 

And shoppers can 
take advantage of free 
town centre car park¬ 
ing after 2pm between 
Monday 12 - 
Saturday, December 
17, after 10am between 
Monday 19 - 
Saturday, December 
24, all day at the coun¬ 
cil’s Sunny side Offices 
in Bridgend on 
Saturday, December 
10,17 and 24 , and 
also on Sunday, 
December 11 and 18. 

Coun David Sage, 
Deputy Leader of 


Eisteddfod visual arts 
committee member, 
Mererid Velios. 

Coun Kemp, who was 
at the official ceremony, 
said: “It’s great that 
someone from the Vale 
of Glamorgan has been 
chosen to design the 
Eisteddfod crown, when 
the county is to play host 
to this key event in the 
Welsh cultural calen¬ 
dar.” 

Anne was given the 
brief of using the Vale of 
Glamorgan coastline to 
inspire her design; 
something which came 
naturally to her, as she 
uses items picked up 
from nearby beaches in 
her designs. 

“It was quite a broad 
brief. It was about the 
Vale of Glamorgan and 


Bridgend County 
Borough Council, said: 
“We think Bridgend 
town centre has a huge 
amount to offer visi¬ 
tors of all ages this 
Christmas. We already 
have an excellent 
indoor market and a 
great mix of high 
street names and inde¬ 
pendent shops. 

“With our festive 
extras and free car 
parking, I’d really 
encourage people to 
come to Bridgend this 
Christmas.” 

Bridgend’s seasonal 
craft market is taking 
place from November 
25-27 and there’s a 
Christmas food fayre 
running from 
December 2-4. 

Father Christmas 
will make an early 
visit with his reindeer 
on Saturday, 
November 26, when 
the Christmas lights 


they suggested looking 
at the coastline and 
hills,” she explained. 

You can see Anne’s 
work before the 
Eisteddfod at an exhibi¬ 
tion in Tredegar House, 
Newport on December 
2-4. 

FAMILY 

SERVICE 

ALL Saints 

Church, Penarth is 
holding a family 
service on Sunday, 
November 27 at 
10am, on the theme 
of Moses and the 
Burning Bush. All 
Welcome. 


provided by Bridgend 
Town Council will also 
be switched on. 

He’ll be in his grotto 
on Saturdays and 
Sundays right up until 
Christmas, as well as 
on December 20, 22 
and 23. Proceeds will 
go to Y Bont. 

Then on December 
3, a special train called 
the Christmas Express 
will roll into town to 
offer rides for all the 
family and on 
December 10, the town 
sees the return of the 
Bridgend Elfsteddfod, 
which will seek to top 
last year’s record- 
breaking efforts by 
encouraging more 
than 1,000 people to 
dress up as elves. 

Visit www.bridgend- 
bites.com for more 
information or tele¬ 
phone 01656 654906. 
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MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 



and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered & microchipped 

Tel: (01656) 667463 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 737827 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 



A brilliant head start 



baby • toddler • pre-school 


vmvw.lUStlMrmn9jCO.ull Unmi 


Let us know what’s on 
and where in your area - 
email us at: 

gemeditorial@ tindlenews. co. uk 


Festive fun and 
free car parking 
this Christmas 
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BREAKING DAWN BROKE MY WILL TO LIVE! 


I F you have been 
hearing a shrill 
screaming that 
seems to be grow¬ 
ing louder by the 
day, it’s okay, you 
are not going mad 
- it’s simply the 
female teenage 
population (and 
some older ladies) 
breathlessly antici¬ 
pating the release 
of the latest in the 
Twilight franchise. 

The series that has 
turned vampires into 
emotional, complex 
individuals, and were¬ 
wolves into men who 
struggle to wear cloth¬ 


ing on their top half is 
coming to an end on the 
big screen, the final 
chapter, Breaking Dawn, 
being split into two 
parts, the first of which 
is now in cinemas. 

This time around, 
Edward (Robert 
Pattinson) and Bella 
(Kristen Stewart) get 
married and set off on 
honeymoon (much to 
the chagrin of Taylor 
Lautner’s Jacob). 

However, their union 
sparks trouble because 
when Bella falls preg¬ 
nant, the threat of the 
child draws the attention 
of the werewolves, who 
are intent on stopping 
the birth... 

As much as I detested 


the first two outings of 
the Twilight franchise, 
emotional pap that had 
little cinematic worth, 
the series took a definite 
upturn with the David 
Slade-directed Eclipse-, 
darker, ballsier with 
greater emphasis on 
action and the emotional 
impact of the character’s 
behaviour. 

It certainly didn’t 
alter my mindset on the 
films, but did make me 
appreciate that in the 
right hands there could 
be something worth¬ 
while wrung from this 
most leaden of source 
materials. 

Sadly, the good work 
done by Slade has been 
undone in the most hap¬ 


hazard and inane way 
by director Bill Condon, 
reducing Breaking 
Dawn: Part 1 (to give it 
its full title) to a two 
hour film that is at least 
an hour too long, and 
dripping with the ridicu¬ 
lous mawkish love trian¬ 
gle rubbish that derailed 
the first two films so 
severely. I’ve been 
more entertained look¬ 
ing at a brick wall - and 
that had better charac¬ 
terisation and more cin¬ 
ematic worth. 

Given that Condon’s 
directorial CV includes 
the likes of Gods and 
Monsters and Kinsey, 
you would have thought 
that he would bring a 
level of maturity and 
class to proceedings, 
taking what is funda¬ 
mentally a repetitive 
story and sprinkling a 
little bit of magic on it. 

While visually he at 
least offers up some 
interesting directorial 
touches, there is also a 
prevailing element of 
archness that could only 
come from a man who 
has helmed the similar- 
ly-arch Dreamgirls. 

The film drifts 
towards melodrama far 
too often, creating 
scenes that should have 
emotional impact and 
heft yet are reduced to 
being unintentionally 
comical. 

Yet again the CGI 
utilised in this film is 
weak to the point of 
embarassing, shoddily 
rendered and smacking 


SCREEN 

TALK 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


of being overly rushed, 
while Condon leaves a 
climactic showdown to 
be a blur of weak 
effects, shonky editing 
and a general feel of 
‘this will do’. 

Melissa Rosenberg 
has been adapting the 
stories for the big screen 
since the beginning, so 
any chance of a dramat¬ 
ic sea change in the 
script is as likely as see¬ 
ing a dolphin cycling 
past your window. 

Granted, Rosenberg is 
stifled by need to 
remain true to Stephanie 
Meyer’s novels, giving 
her little in the way of 


wriggle room (particu¬ 
larly given Meyer’s role 
as a producer), but her 
past as a writer on 
glossy-but-insubstantial 
teen fodder such as The 
O.C. and Party of Five 
comes to the fore here, 
the characters poorly 
realised, empty vessels 
carrying no hint of 
depth to them. 

Needless to say, the 
poor script hampers the 
acting, perhaps the 
series’ biggest bugbear. 

While Robert 
Pattinson has become an 
international hearthrob 
through these films, he's 
hardly become noted as 
a fine thespian, and 
while Breaking Dawn 
doesn’t shift that percep¬ 
tion much, you can see 
that he is at least trying, 
conveying the emotion 
that Edward is going 
through. 

The same can’t be 
said for Kristen Stewart, 
an actress who is more 
than capable of acting - 
but here, through both 
script and necessity of 
story, she merely spends 
the whole film either 
looking awkward, con¬ 
cerned or lying down. 

A nice little earner if 
you can get it. 

Elswhere, the acting 
comes from the Derek 
Zoolander school of 
facial expressions, with 
Taylor Lautner acting 
through his well-sculpt¬ 
ed body rather than any 
actual emotion, while 
the rest of the cast mere¬ 
ly tend to furrow their 


brows in relation to the 
drama taking place on 
screen; the only excep¬ 
tions to the rule are 
Anna Kendrick (who 
must be rueing the day 
she signed up for all the 
films given how her 
career has skyrocketed) 
and Billy Burke, who, 
as Bella’s father, has 
been the most entertain¬ 
ing feature of these 
films by a country mile. 

Now, before the ‘Twi- 
hards’ start complaining 
how I have desecrated 
their sacred golden 
goose, I am fully aware 
that these films are not 
marketed nor intended 
for my cinematic con¬ 
sumption - yet the fact 
that on the most basic 
level this film is such an 
abomination that the 
Lumiere brothers would 
be rolling in the graves 
is the most disappoint¬ 
ing thing of all. 

While Breaking 


Dawn: Part 1 will no 
doubt gross ridiculous 
money and break box 
office records all over 
the world, it is worth 
remembering the old 
adage that just because 
something is popular, 
doesn’t mean it is good. 

This has never 
applied more pertinently 
than to this absolute 
mess of a film. 

VERDICT: More of 
the same with more 
melodrama and longing 
looks, Breaking Dawn: 
Part 1 is business as 
usual for the Twilight 
franchise, and not in a 
good way. 

Stunning in its inani¬ 
ty, breathtaking in its 
mawkishness, this 
leaves me waiting for 
the second part like a 
hole in the head; 
Breaking Dawn? 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: The Twilight 
franchise (2008-2011). 
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Penarth Pier 

HE construction of Penarth 
Pier began in 1894: 
Spanning 219 yards in 
length, it was opened to the pub¬ 
lic in 1895 In 1907, a wooden 
pavilion was built to accommo¬ 
date a dance hall, and by 1929 
the entrance foyer was added. 

A devastating fire in August 1931 
ensured the wooden structure’s 
demise, as well as the majority of the 
platform. The rebuilding of the pier 
took place a short time later, but it 
wasn’t until after World War II that 
the structure reconstruction pro¬ 
gramme was commissioned. In May 
1998, the fully restored pier that we 
see today was reopened for public 
use. 

The eerie figure of a lady dressed 
in Victorian clothing has been seen 
mysteriously walking the full length 


| by HAYLEY WILLIAMS | 

of the pier, only to vanish at the blink 
of an eye. Who could this elegant 
lady be, and why would she want to 
repeat steps in an environment that 
she would no longer recognise? 

The image of a gentleman sporting 
a flat cap and glasses has been spot¬ 
ted seemingly limping towards the far 
end of the pier before disappearing 
into thin air. 

Could this unusually dressed gen¬ 
tleman be a handyman from the 
building’s past, returning to a place 
that he became accustomed to during 
his lifetime? 

The shadowy phantom of a large 
dog has also been identified prowling 
along the planks of the pier, before 
instantly vanishing like a silhouette in 
an instant. 

Could this menacing canine be a 
guard dog from a distant past? 



WEST FARM 

VETERINARY CLINICS LTD 

Mr Stefano Susanna dvm, mrcvs 
Mrs Sonia Susanna dvm, mrcvs 

Special Offer: 

Your kitten or puppy 
vaccinated, flea 
treated, wormed 
and identichipped all for only £51.06 

North Road, I Poundfield, 
Cowbridge Llantwit Major 
01446 774016 01446 794972 
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The perfect Christmas present ... 
GIFT VOUCHERS NOW AVAILABLE 


HASSLE FREE WAY TO BUY FLOORING 
._VA1 «ij| FOR THE FLOOR YOU WANT IN YOUR HOME 
f ffirir PICK UP THE PHONE!!! 

[IjJUIJliy FREE phoNE 0800610 2012 
mSSSST MOBILE 0788 301 2080 

10% OFF i 

ALL FLOORING i 

! Must End 10th December A 

1 °a 

J 

f ALL 
CARPETS 
FREE 
FITTING & 
(^DELIVERY 

'J 

% 

Jk 

f LAMINATE i 

FREE 1 .p- |-■ 

UNDERLAY 

BEADING 

FITTING ZL JM 
, DELIVERY 

' DESIGN 
FLOORS 
FREE 
FITTING & 
DELIVERY 

V 

9k 

k _ A 

FREE MEASURING SERVICE^) 
FREE FITTING 

FREE DELIVERY 

DAY OR EVENING CALLS 
AVAILABLE 

REAL WOOD 1 'j 

FLOORING 

FREE UNDERLAY % * W - 

BEADING . 

FITTING 

( DELIVERY 1 J 



Other services include - Skirting Boards/Door Cutting/Self Levelling 
7fSTrfSTgrKW7rfE^KW!^ltl H i fT?STffiT<WiTn^BrPiTSlSTrfKfrf!Ti 


Ring and Reserve for Christmas - 2012 Flooring - Here to help you create your perfect flooring from the comfort of your own home 


ALL MAJOR DEBIT/CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED | 
Debit cards are free to use 
2% charge for using credit cards 


VISA V/SA 
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tur own home Ip 
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Junior 

craft 

AT this time of year, 
when everyone is com¬ 
plaining about the lack 
of money and the price 
of everything, it’s 
incredible that parents 
can look a gift horse in 
the mouth. 

Last Saturday morn¬ 
ing, as in other years, 
Paula James and the 
ladies from the Talbot 
Craft Club held a junior 
craft class in the Talbot 
Community Centre and 
only 10 children turned 
up. 

Paula and the ladies 
gave their time and pro¬ 
vided all the materials 
needed for the children 
to make special personal 
Christmas cards, neck¬ 
laces, bracelets and pret¬ 
ty little boxes for pres¬ 
ents - they even brought 
along tins of sweets to 
fill some of the boxes. 

The children who 
attended found the expe¬ 
rience interesting and 
enjoyable and as always, 
it was at no cost to the 
parents. 

After it was adver¬ 
tised in this column and 
also in the Mynydd 
Cynffig Infant and 
Junior School newslet¬ 
ters, it must have been 
very disheartening for 
Paula and the ladies and 
hard to understand, after 
giving up their time to 
pass on their craft 
knowledge voluntarily. 

Wellbeing 

centre 

THE activities being 
held by the Mental 
Health Matters, Wales 
in the Talbot 
Community Centre on 
Wednesday, November 
30, Prince Road: 
Writing with Val - 
expressive and fun 
from lpm-4pm and 
Reading with John 
from 3pm-4pm. 

There is also a great 
social afternoon from 
lpm-5pm when every¬ 
one can enjoy a relaxed 
afternoon in a friendly 
environment. 


THE November 
meeting of 
Brackla/Bridgend 
WI took place, ably 
conducted by new 
president Pauline 
Long, who presented 
outgoing president 
Bronwyn Allen with 
a bouquet of flowers 
and a gift and 
thanked her on 
behalf of all the 
members for her 
dedication, energy, 
hard work and 
friendship to the 
group. 

A bouquet of flowers 
was presented to Elsie 
Stephens, who provides 
us with a floral arrange¬ 
ment every month at our 
meetings. 

A big thank you was 
also extended to all 
those members who 
helped in many ways to 
make the craft spectacu- 


Citizens 

Advice 

Bureau 

DESPITE rumours 
that the Citizens 
Advice Bureau in 
Kenfig Hill had closed, 

I am pleased to report 
that it is very much 
alive and kicking. 

There are sessions 
offering free confiden¬ 
tial, impartial and inde¬ 
pendent advice, helping 
people resolve their 
problems with debt, ben¬ 
efits, employment, hous¬ 
ing discrimination and 
many more issues. 

There are sessions on 
a Thursday at the Talbot 
Community Centre from 

II am-12pm and at the 
Pyle Life Centre from 
12pm-lpm. 

Pupils’ 

rewards 

Congratulations to the 
following pupils of 
Mynydd Cynffig 
Junior School who 
were nominated for 
impressing the staff at 
the school last week: 

Ben Dale - Class 1, 
Ben Jackson - Class2, 
Neve Mitchell - Class 3, 
Ebony Rees - Class 4, 
Ben Evans - Class 5, 
Charlotte Roberts - 
Class 6, and Kate 
Thomas from Class 7. 
The headteacher’s 
award last week went to 
the eco committee of 
Harry Sleath Charlotte 
Roberts, Lauren Cooper, 
Liam Evans, Joshua 
Jones, Emily Cox, Ben 
Dale, Anwen Sleath, 
Olivia Davies and Jude 
Abraham-Jones for 
working hard and 
achieving the second 
green flag. 

Football: Last week, 
the school football team 
played Llangewydd 
Junior School in their 
first league match. It 
was a very close game 
with both sides finding it 
difficult to break 
through. 

However, after a 
number of missed 
chances, the school were 
awarded a penalty but 


lar held in Cowbridge 
town hall on November 
12 a success. 

We will be entering 
the Christmas tree festi¬ 
val in Nolton church on 
December 5-10 and the 
link carol service at St 
David’s Church in 
Pencoed on December 7. 

The next meeting will 
be our Christmas party 
being held on December 
15 at Nolton Church 
Hall, when we look for¬ 
ward to seeing old 
friends and new. 

After business, it was 
over to Bronwyn who 
showed us how to make 
our own embroidered 
Christmas card. 

Best wishes are sent 
to Jackie Lowing follow¬ 
ing her recent surgery; 
we hope she will soon 
be on the road to a 
speedy recovery. 

TVB 


unfortunately, Bradley 
Jenkins failed to score 
when his shot was saved 
by the ‘keeper. 

Although disappoint¬ 
ed, the school battled on 
and near the end of the 
game the deadlock was 
broken when goalkeeper, 
Phillip Burnell, started a 
moved that produced 
some slick passing 
which finally saw one of 
the substitutes, Callum 
Lewis, release the other 
substitute, Cameron 
Jenkins, to score. 

School fund - For 
those who wonder what 
happens to the money 
raised by the school, 
such as profits from 
school events, Mr 
Goldsworthy has offered 
the following informa¬ 
tion about how it has 
helped to improve the 
children’s education. 

Already this year, 
they have purchased 
new laptops, flat screens 
for the computers in 
class, a new cooker, plus 
various equipment for 
the cookery classes. 

They are also negoti¬ 
ating for the purchase of 
a new electronic piano 
for Miss Brace to help 
her choir achieve higher 
standards. Apart from 
this, he explains that the 
day to day running of 
the school costs a great 
deal of money also 
buses for away matches 
cost more than the 
money raised by chil¬ 
dren’s contributions, and 
they are often needed to 
transport them to con¬ 
certs. 

Money is also 
required to fund items 
that often have to be 
purchased from local 
shops. Mr Goldsworthy 
would like to thank 
friends of the school for 
all their support, which 
enables them to provide 
the best opportunities for 
pupils. 

Fun night 

THERE are a few 
places left for the 
Christmas fun night 
being held in the 
Talbot Community 
Centre on Saturday, 
December 10 from 7pm 
-lam. It promises to be 
a great night with a 
comedian/singer, 
female vocalist, disco, 
bar and a meal. 

There are also a few 
places left for Christmas 
lunch (a three-course 
meal with mince pies 
and crackers to follow 
for only £5.50) on 
Wednesday, December 
7. For tickets or more 
details, ring Cheryl on 
01656 743653 or Rick 
on 07802 439679. 

Cwrt 

Anghorfa 

THE residents of Cwrt 
Anghorfa, Pyle, would 
like to welcome every¬ 
one to their annual fete 
which they are holding 
on Saturday, 


November 26 from 
lpm-3pm. 

Admission is only 
20p and there will be 
plenty to see with the 
many stalls, tombola and 
a raffle. When you have 
finished looking around 
the stalls, you could end 
the afternoon chatting to 
friends over a cup of 
coffee in a warm and 
friendly atmosphere. 

Mynydd 

Infants 

SOCIAL event - The 
school would like to 
thank Claire James, 
Poppy’s mother and 
everyone else who 
helped and attended 
the social event at the 
Greenacres last week 
when a brilliant £240 
was raised. 

Nursery appeal - If 
anyone has any bikes, 
trikes or prams suitable 
for nursery children that 
are no longer used, the 
school would be very 
grateful for them for the 
nursery. 

Christmas fayre - 

The Christmas Fayre 
will be held tomorrow 
Friday, November 25, 
from 3.30pm-5.30pm. 

Children in Need - 
A big thank you to all 
those who supported 
‘Children in Need’ last 
Friday. So far £190 has 
been raised. 

Kitchen celebrations 
- Congratulations to Mrs 
Llewellyn, the school 
cook, on gaining a 
National Food 
Certificate with a rating 
of 5, the highest possi¬ 
ble, awarded by the 
Department of Public 
Protection and Food 
Standards Agency. 

Pyle & 

Kenfig parish 

THE Advent lunch in 
aid of Motor Neurone 
Disease will take place 
in the Church Hall on 
December 7 between 
12noon and lpm. 

Why not join them for 
some soup and a roll, a 
good chat and support a 
very worthy cause at the 
same time? 

Anyone wishing to go 
on the parish Christmas 
shopping trip to 
Cheltenham should con¬ 
tact Alan Brookes 
(Email: 

allanbrookes @ aol.com) 
or the Revd Walker. Cost 
of the trip is £12 which 
must be paid by Sunday 
27th November. 

For details of all 
activities and events in 
the parish, ring Rev Dr 
Duncan Walker on 
01656 740500 or 07766 
710373. 

Cynffig 

Friends 

THE Cynffig Friends 
Association and 
Tenovus are holding a 
fashion show and craft 
fair on Thursday, 
December 1 at 6pm in 
the Cynffig 

Comprehensive School, 


Handover thanks 
to the Institute’s 
outgoing president 



East Avenue, Kenfig 
Hill. 

Tickets are only £2 
which can be obtained 
from the school, the 
Tenovus shop in 
Porthcawl or Theo’s 
shop in Kenfig Hill. 
There will be a variety 
of Craft stalls with 
home-made gifts for 
Christmas. 

During the interval, 
students from the school 
will perform a dance 
routine. 

Tenovus are also sup¬ 
plying some excellent 
quality, reasonably 
priced clothing, which 
will be available for pur¬ 
chase at the end of the 
show. 

Why not go along and 
take the opportunity of 
supporting your local 
comprehensive school 
and Tenovus the cancer 
charity. 

Neighbourhood 

Watch 

DRUGS warrant - 
Pyle and Cefn NPT 
had a positive result 
last week when a drugs 
warrant was executed 
in High Street, Kenfig 
Hill and a substantial 
amount of cannabis 
was recovered from the 
address. 

Speed camera - Pyle 
and Cefn NPT were out 
and about across the 
area with the handheld 
speed camera on 
Thursday, November 17 
between 12noon and 
2pm. They had varying 
amounts of success in 
the Marlas Road and 
Pyle Road by the Texaco 
Garage and also by the 
junction of Brynglas 
Terrace. 


Legion explains mix-up at 
ceremony and apologises 


FOLLOWING comments made last week about the Remembrance 
service at the Monument in Kenfig Hill, Mr Vince Prescott, who rep¬ 
resented the Royal British Legion, has this to say in reply: 

“It was the first time that I have officiated at such an important ceremo¬ 
ny and with such a large crowd present, I was obviously very nervous. 

“Over the couple of days at which we remembered those who gave so 
much, I agree that not all went well. Nevertheless, on the due day, 
November 11, everything at the Monument went well and the two minutes’ 
silence was observed at 11am. 

“However ; with regard to the Sunday service (the order of this service was 
changed at the last moment), I was taken aback when the parade left the 
church rather early and arrived at the Monument by 10.30am and started 
shortly after. 

“As soon as the first part of the service concluded, I went ahead with my 
involvement in the proceedings, without realising that we were a little early. 

“This was down to my inexperience, which I regret. 

“1 now wish to say that I am sorry, and apologise to all those I upset, 
which on my part was quite unintentional.” 


Remembrance day ‘fiasco’ 


A S a former serviceman 

(Royal Navy) I would like 
to comment on the com¬ 
plete whitewash in The GEM 
regarding the Remembrance 
service at Kenfig Hill. 

I would like to give the facts as I 
saw them: My wife and I have the 
greatest respect and admiration for the 
work the RBL do for our servicemen 
and women past and present. In fact, 
we are, in a small way, contributors. 

However, the Remembrance service 
held at Kenfig Hill on Sunday was 
both disgraceful and disrespectful. 

This year, the Pyle branch of the 
RBL decided that they were going to 
take over the running of the parade 
and service. 

It was an unmitigated fiasco and 
disaster! 

The parade, which usually marches 
from the church at 10.40, was actually 
at the memorial by 1030. This in itself 
was no problem. 

However, because of the early 
attendance of the marchers, the RBL 


representative decided to go ahead 
with the service almost immediately, 
which obviously meant that it would 
be finished early. 

It was all concluded by 10.50! This 
meant that some people were too late 
to honour their loved ones, and one 
Falklands veteran also missed the 
bulk of the service. 

The gentleman who recited the 
eulogy and the Kohima Epitaph, even 
made a mistake when reciting the 
eulogy. 

Both epitaphs sounded more like a 
Tesco shopping list than homage to 
the fallen. There was also the added 
problem that many of the congrega¬ 
tion could not hear the speaker. 

In all respects, the Pyle branch of 
the RBL have brought ridicule to the 
wonderful organisation. 

Roy James, 

Kenfig Hill. 

GEM FOOTNOTE: 

There was no “complete whitewash” 
and, in fact, the event was reported 
in our usual even-handed fashion. 
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Phoenix Theatre’s 
10th year stage 
show is a triumph 



Harmony Millar and Sharon James. 

FOR their 10th anniversary production of 
Frank Vickery’s All’s Fair, Phoenix 
Theatre went to the Rhondda Valley dur¬ 
ing the Second World War for the arrival 
of the GIs. 

The result was a brisk and pacy production great¬ 
ly assisted by the ‘Live’ band playing appropriate 
music of the era and front-of-house staff in period 
costume. 

Dominating the production in the role of the 
matriarch was Jackie Vaughan, an easily identifiable 
mother. Sharon James gave a well-rounded perform¬ 
ance as the eldest daughter Dilys, in love with an 
American GI, and young Harmony Millar captured 
well the variable moods of the precocious Brenda on 
the brink of adolescence. 

Chris Johnson as the American Greg, drew a 
beautifully understated and dignified performance 
full of fine detail. 

I was completely bowled over by the playing of 
Sophie, Dilys’ friend by Clare Skalitsky-Newman. 
She perfectly captured the frustration of being 
unmarried and played with great feeling and excel¬ 
lent comic delivery. 

She was more than happy to settle for Dilys’ 
rather dull brother Trevor, played with the right 
touch of gormlessness by Paul A Morgan. 

The set for this production was full of excellent 
detail of the period and made for a very nostalgic 
enjoyable night’s entertainment. Well done to all 
involved and good luck with your future produc¬ 
tions. Production co-ordinator, Paul A Morgan com- 


Sharon James and Chris Johnson. 

mented: “As a not-for-profit local group run by local 
people for local people in Porthcawl, a certain 
amount of the proceeds from this production will go 
to local charities. 

“It’s something that we at Phoenix are very proud 
of doing. Phoenix’s next production will be per¬ 
formed in the Grand Pavilion from October 11-13, 
2012 . ” 

BRIAN SULLIVAN 


Llangewydd 
dish out a 
hammering in 
Quiz League 


BACK to the nor¬ 
mal league fixtures 
on Monday, 

November 14 and 
Llangewydd Arms 
dished out their 
weekly mauling of 
opponents by beat¬ 
ing Crown Inn 4 A’ 
58-37. 

Mackworth Arms had 
a fruitful visit to Laleston 
Inn ‘A’, coming away 
winners by 45-28 and 
Tyrisha Royals made 46 
away to Cabo Roche, 
who managed 38. 

Oldcastle ‘A’ hit top 
form too when they 
proved just that bit better 
than Six Bells as the 52- 
40 scoreline indicates. 

In Division 2, Tondu 
Railway Club, although 
riding high, did not have 
an easy task against 
Oldcastle ‘B’ but man¬ 
aged to get the better of 
them by 44-37. 

Pyle RFC just cannot 
get a winning run going. 
This week they scored 36 
but Crown Inn ‘B’ were 
that much better and got 
49. 


Laleston Inn ‘B’ did 
well at Coychurch 
Wanderers to gain a vic¬ 
tory by 47-41 and finally 
a closer result between 
Pheasant Poachers and 
Greenmeadow which the 
former won 42-39. 

Here are your four- 
for-thought: 

1. What geographical 
term describes a grassy 
plain characterised by 
scattered tree growth? 

2. Who was the last 
British monarch from the 
House of Stuart? 

3. Which 52-year-old 
reached the quarter-finals 
of the 2010 world cham¬ 
pionship? 

4. Which spice is the 

most expensive in the 
world requiring approxi¬ 
mately 80,000 flower 
stigments to 

make just one kilo? 

A RUDGE 
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OPEN DAY 
FOR CATS! 



CATS Protection’s 
Bridgend Adoption 
Centre is holding an 
open day on 
Saturday, December 
3, from 10.30am to 
3.30 pm. 

Sue Dobbs, the cen¬ 
tre ’5 manager said: “The 
Open Day is a great 
opportunity to enjoy 
some fun while support¬ 
ing the centre. We are 
also hoping to find 
homes for some of the 
200 cats and kittens cur¬ 
rently in our care. 

“Two of the cats look¬ 
ing for homes are Kay 
and Kiki (pictured 
above) seven-year-old 
neutered females, who 
were brought to the cen¬ 
tre when their owner 
developed an allergic 


reaction to their fur. 

They are a lovely pair of 
cats and will make great 
companions. ” 

Attractions include 
Santa ’5 Grotto, tombola, 
raffle, children’s compe¬ 
tition, bric-a-brac and 
much more. There will 
also be a cake stand and 
other refreshments on 
sale. Entry £1 adults, 

50p children, under-3s 
admitted free. 

For information about 
the Open Day and/or 
directions to the 
Adoption Centre, please 
call 01656 724396. 
Alternatively, visit 
www. bridgend. cats, org.u 
k. 

For more informa¬ 
tion about the centre, 
telephone 01656 
724396. 


Silver celebrations 
for the RNLI supper 

LL ANT WIT Major Ladies Guild has been 
raising money for lifeboats for more than 40 
years . 

The jewel in the fundraising crown, however, is 
the annual Christmas supper held by kind permission 
of Atlantic College in the magnificent setting of St 
Donats Castle. 

A spokeswoman said: “On Saturday, December 
10 we will be celebrating the 25th anniversary of this 
event’. 

There are still some tickets available priced £40 
from Caroline (01446 793697) or Rita (01446 
719026). 


Mae’r GEM yn falch o fod ynuno 
bartneriaid swyddogol Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol Bro Morgannwg, 2012 

The GEM is proud to be an official 
partner of the 2012 Eisteddfod, which 
will be held in The Vale of Glamorgan 

Y CHWILIO’N CYCHWYN 

AM DDYSGWR StafiBh 

Y FLWYDDYN 2012 


GYDAG Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol Bro 
Morgannwg yn pry- 
sur agosau, mae’r 
chwilio’n cychwyn 
am enillydd un o 
brif gystadlaethau ’r 
Brifwyl, Dysgwr y 
Flwyddyn. 

Mae ’r gys- 
tadleuaethyn gyfle i 
ddathlu cyfraniad dysg- 
wyr i’r iaith, i’n 
cymunedau ac i Gymru 
gyfan, ac wedi ennill ei 
phlwyffel un o brifwei- 
thgareddau’r Eisteddfod 
ynflynyddol. Meddai 
Hywel Wyn Edwards, 
Trefnydd yr Eisteddfod, 
“Dyma gychwyn eto ar y 
gwaith o ddarganfod y 
person sydd wedi dis- 
gleirio wrth ddysgu 
Cymraeg. 

Dros y blynyddoedd, 
rydym wedi gweld cys- 
tadlu brwd gan ddysg- 
wyr ardderchog, ac 
rwy ’n sicr y bydd y 
safon yn arbennig o 
uchel yn 2012. Mae 
hon yn gystadleuaeth 
bwysig iawn, nid yn unig 
er mwyn codi proffil a 
dathlu cyfraniad dysg- 
wyr, ond hefyd fel ffordd 
o ddatblygu hunan hyder 
unigolion sy’n dysgu 
Cymraeg. 

“Dyma’r tro cyntaf i’r 
Eisteddfod ddod i ardal 
Bro Morgannwg ers 
1968, ac mae map iei- 
thyddol yr ardal - a 
Chymru gyfan - wedi 
newid cryn dipyn ers 
hynny. Mae nifer y rheini 
sy ’n dysgu Cymraeg 
wedi cynyddu ’n aruthrol 
dros y blynyddoedd, a’r 


THE cabinet of 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) has agreed 
to take part in a 
collaborative 
approach to provid¬ 
ing arts services in 
south east Wales. 

Based on a memoran¬ 
dum of understanding 
between the Rhondda 
Cynon Taf, Merthyr 
Tydfil, Vale of 
Glamorgan and 
Bridgend councils, Arts 
Connect will aim to 
improve the level of 
engagement with local 
people and communities, 
as well as the coordina¬ 
tion of services such as 
programming, market¬ 
ing, technical support 
and administration. 

The decision follows 
a report to cabinet in 


gobaith yw y bydd 
ymweliad yr Eisteddfod 
yn sbardun i eraillfynd 
ati i ddysgu ’r iaith. 

“Rydym hefyd wedi 
cynhyrchu llyfryn 
bychan o ’r enw Beth 
Amdani, sy’n cynnwys 
gwybodaeth am bob cys- 
tadleuaeth i ddysgwyr yn 
yr Eisteddfod, acfefydd 
Gwennol Haf, ein swyd- 
dog dysgwyr, yn eu dos- 
barthu ar hyd a lied y 
wlad gyda chymorth a 
chefnogaeth y 
Canolfannau Cymraeg i 
Oedolion. ” 

Mae tlws Dysgwr y 
Flwyddyn yn rhoddedig 
gan Ganolfan Cymraeg i 
Oedolion Caerdydd a 
Bro Morgannwg, 
Prifysgol Caerdydd, a’r 
wobr o £300 yn rhod¬ 
dedig gan Gronfa 
Gwynfor, Y Barri. 

Bydd y tri chys- 
tadleuydd arall yn y 
rownd derfynol yn der- 
byn £100 yr un gan 
Gronfa Gwynfor, a thlws 
yr un gan Ganolfan 
Cymraeg i Oedolion 
Caerdydd a Bro 
Morgannwg, Prifysgol 
Caerdydd. 

Gellir lawrlwytho 
ffurflen gais ar gyfer 
cystadleuaeth Dysgwr y 
Flwyddyn o wefan yr 
Eisteddfod - 
www.eistedd.fod. org. uk 
a ’r dyddiad cau ar gyfer 
ceisiadau yw 31 
Mawrth. 

Cynhelir Cwis Tafarn 
i ddysgwyr a siaradwyr 
Cymraeg ar 25.11.2011 
yn Nhafarn y Glenbrook, 
Dobbins Rd, Y Barri. Fe 
fydd y cwis yn cychwyn 


March 2010 in which it 
was agreed to establish a 
regional shared service 
for the arts. 

Coun Lyn Morgan, 
cabinet member for 
wellbeing, said: 
“Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough has a reputation as 
an important area for the 
arts in Wales. 

“We realise local 
authority arts services 
must change significant¬ 
ly to meet the challenges 
of public sector budget 
pressures, and these pro¬ 
posals will help us to 
ensure that services are 
managed in a cost effec¬ 
tive and efficient man¬ 
ner. 

“Plus, it will allow us 
to benefit from shared 
expertise and service 
improvements to 
increase participation 
and innovation in the 
arts locally.” 


am 7.30y.h. a £2 y per¬ 
son yw’rpris mynediad. 
Dewch yn dim o 4 neu 
ymunwch a thim ar y 
noson. I archebu ’ch lie 
cysylltwch a Gwennol - 
0845 4090 300 / gwen¬ 
nol® eisteddfod.org.uk . 
Cynhelir Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol Bro 
Morgannwg ar dir hen 
faes awyr Llandw o 4-11 
Awst y flwyddyn nesaf. 

SEARCH 
IS ON FOR 
WELSH 
LEARNER 
OF THE 
YEAR 

WITH the Vale of 
Glamorgan-based 
National Eisteddfod 
2012 fast approach¬ 
ing, the search is on 
for the winner of 
one of the festival’s 
main competitions, 
the Welsh Learner 
of the Year. 

The competition cele¬ 
brates the contribution of 
learners to the language, 
their community and the 
whole of Wales, and is 
now considered one of 
the Eisteddfod’s major 
activities every year. 

Eisteddfod Organiser, 
Hywel Wyn Edwards, 
said: “Once again, we’re 
looking for someone 
who’s learnt Welsh to an 
excellent standard. 

“Over the years, 
we’ve seen some very 
enthusiastic and talented 
learners competing, and 
I’m sure that the stan¬ 
dard will be very high 
again this year. 

“This is an important 
competition, not only for 
raising the profile and 
celebrating the contribu¬ 
tion of Welsh learners, 
but also as a boost for 
the self-confidence of 
those who take part - 
and for learners every¬ 
where. 

“This is the first time 
for the Eisteddfod to 
visit the Vale of 
Glamorgan since 1968, 
and the local - and 
national - linguistic map 
has changed much since 
then. 

“The number of those 
learning Welsh has rock¬ 
eted since then and we 
hope that the 
Eisteddfod’s visit will 
inspire others to learn 
the language. 

“We’ve also produced 
a small booklet, Beth 
amdani (Give it a go), 
which includes details of 
all the competitions for 
learners in the 


The GEM will be 
keeping readers 
updated on all 
the news in the 
run-up to next 
year’s 
Eisteddfod. 


r s \ 



Kay Holder of Dinas 
Powys, winner of the 
Learner of the Year 
competition at the 2011 
Eisteddfod in Wrexham. 


Eisteddfod, and our 
learners officer, 

Gwennol Haf, will be 
distributing these book¬ 
lets around Wales with 
the help and support of 
the Welsh for Adults 
centres.” 

The Learner of the 
Year trophy is donated 
by the Cardiff and Vale 
of Glamorgan Welsh for 
Adults Centre, Cardiff 
University and the finan¬ 
cial prize of £300 is 
given by the Gwynfor 
Fund, Barry. 

The three other final¬ 
ists will receive £100 
each from the Gwynfor 
Fund and a trophy each 
from the Cardiff and 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Welsh for Adults Centre, 
Cardiff University. 

The entry form can be 
downloaded from the 
Eisteddfod website - 
www.eisteddfod.org.uk - 
and the closing date is 
March 31. 

A pub quiz for Welsh 
learners and fluent 
speakers will be held on 
November 25 at the 
Glenbrook Inn, Dobbins 
Rd, Barry. 

The quiz will start at 
7.30pm and entrance is 
only £2 per person. 
Come as a team of 4 or 
join a team on the night. 
To book your place 
please contact Gwennol 
on 0845 4090 300 / 
gwennol @ ei steddfod. org 
.uk. 

The Vale of 
Glamorgan National 
Eisteddfod is held on 
the old airfield at 
Llandow from August 
4-11 next year. 


Council starts 
joint working 
on the arts 
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PENARTH AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS’ NEWS 


Time for reflection on 
Sugar Loaf Mountain 


ON Remembrance 
Sunday, five enthu¬ 
siastic walkers 
joined leader Robin 
and his cocker 
spaniel, Pepper, on 
a journey up to the 
Sugar Loaf 

Mountain. 

They began from the 
A40 beside the old Cwrt- 
y-Gollen training camp 
near Crickhowell, which 
opened originally in the 
early 1960s when it was 
purpose-built to house 
various Welsh regiments 
of the Army, who later 
amalgamated to form the 
Royal Regiment of 
Wales. 

The camp became a 
Territorial Army training 
base. In 2010 an applica¬ 
tion was made to turn the 
camp into a housing 
development, with a care 
home and children’s 
nursery but the applica¬ 
tion was turned down by 
the planning committee. 

The group passed 
through Rheid Wood and 
there was a vast amount 
of signage warning 
pedestrians to remain on 
the public footpath and to 
beware of loud noises. 
However on that special 
day, there was no doubt 
in anyone’s mind that 
training sessions would 
not be happening. 

Beginning the gradual 
climb by way of tracks 
and pleasant paths the 


group stopped at 11am to 
observe the two minute 
silence before enjoying 
morning coffee. Soon 
they emerged onto the 
open hillside and began 
the steady climb up 
Sugarloaf or Mynydd 
Pen-y-Fal which stands 
at 596-metres (or 
1955ft). Reaching the 
top, they found a number 
of other walkers were out 
taking advantage of and 
enjoying the glorious 
autumnal weather. 

The story of how 
Sugarloaf Mountain was 
given to the National 
Trust in 1936 by 
Viscountess Rhondda is 
interesting. David Alfred 
Thomas was a successful 
businessman in the coal 
trade in the Rhondda val¬ 
ley and having served as 
a Liberal MP for Merthyr 
Tydfil was sent by David 
Lloyd George to the 
United States to arrange 
a supply of munitions for 
the British armed forces. 

On May 1, 1915, his 
daughter Margaret who 
had accompanied him on 
the trip was returning to 
Britain on the Lusitania 
when it was torpedoed by 
a German submarine. 

Although many people 
died, she survived and 
having been made 
Minister for Food in 
1917, her father was 
awarded the title of Lord 
Rhondda. 

Upon his death, 


Margaret inherited her 
father’s companies and 
title and made a name for 
herself as a suffragette 
and feminist campaign¬ 
ing for equal opportuni¬ 
ties for women. 

The group crossed 
open access land, where 
heather and dense brack¬ 
en caused a few prob¬ 
lems underfoot, before 
their journey back beside 
the Grwyne Fawr River, 
where they spotted a 
heron and a big dipper 
,before returning back to 
their start. 

Please note, the walk 
to Sully Island on 
November 26 has been 
cancelled. 

Instead, meet at 10am 
at the Wenvoe War 


Memorial for a 4.5-mile 
easy/moderate walk at 
The Downs and St 
Nicholas; contact Geraint 
on 029 2051 5278. 

On November 27, meet 
at 10 am at Cogan 
Leisure Centre for a 5- 
mile easy walk along the 
banks of the River Taff; 
contact Pam on 029 2021 
9102. 

For details of other 
walks please log onto 
www.ramblers.org.uk 
Rucksack badges, pro¬ 
grammes and member¬ 
ship advice can be 
obtained from Pam, on 
029 2021 9102. 

JOY 

STRANGWARD 


Gripping memories 
of the war at sea 

ON November 17, in the Philip John 
Community Room at Barry Library, Mr 
Alan Higgins of Bridgend (originally from 
Barry), gave a fascinating and entertaining 
talk about his life and times in the Royal 
Navy during the Second World War. 

He recounted being on the cruiser HMS 
Edinburgh when she was torpedoed by U-456 and 
eventually sank, and also had sea stories a-plenty of 
his experiences on landing craft in the 
Mediterranean and off Omaha Beach in June 1944. 

“What a raconteur!” was the verdict of one man 
in the audience. 

The event, organised by Friends of Barry History 
was the first of its kind and, hopefully, not the last! 



NEW@ GORDON BENNETT! 

Thursday Night The Weekend Starts Here i s t 

Henric T-taps Road Show Dec 

The Ultimate Music Quiz featuring “Spot the Intro” IPs . . . 

“THE DISCO WITH A DIFFERENCE” i fi 

Friday Night, Themed Nights 

for the run up to Christmas and the New Year 

November 25th “Pirates of the Caribbean” 

Prizes for the best dressed Jack Sparrow 
December 2nd “Rock Stars N’ Pop Stars” 
December 9th “Hill Billies & Country Bumpkins” 

Magners Promotion Night VI .50 a pint, plus Prize Give Aways 

Saturday Nights 

The Gordon Bennett’s Midnight Hour 
with DJ Nige and The Battle of the Sexes 

SUNDAY NIGHT “KARAOKE” 

It’s back by Popular Demand with 
Mistar H-tee’s 4 Minutes of Fame 

Monday Night is 

Poker Night with Mark “The FINGERS” JEFFREY’S 
£2.00 per pint for all Registered Poker Players plus Carla’s Kitchen 

SWEET MUSIC 
TO YOUR EARS 

EVERY TUESDAY FROM 8PM 
IT’S MUSIC FOR YOUR BEERS Gordon Bennett! 

On all nights the fun starts at 8 and runs through till late. 

For full details follow us on Facebook or visitwww.gordonbennettpub.co.uk 

Gordon Rennets, Broad Street, Barry 
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MP welcomes 
return of the 
driving tests 


ALUN CAIRNS, 
MP for the Vale, last 
week welcomed- 
news that driving 
tests are returning 
to Barry from next 
month. 

The MP said he had 
worked closely with the 
Transport Minister in 
Westminster at every 
stage over a number of 
months, in order to bring 
this project as part of a 
trial bringing practical 
car tests closer to candi¬ 
dates. 

He also said that the 
Vale Council had 
“worked hard to accom¬ 
modate this innovative 
approach to driver test¬ 
ing. 

This co-operation 
between all organisations 
has ensured that Barry 
becomes a pilot for the 
UK in delivering this 
new form of test centre.” 

Mr Cairns went on: 
“This is great news for 
local people and for 
learner drivers from 
across the Vale who have 
not been able to sit their 
driving test in their own 


community for many 
months. 

“The new Test Centre 
in Barry will provide sig¬ 
nificant savings for local 
people and a welcome 
boost to local instruc¬ 
tors.” 

The Barry driving test 
centre closed earlier this 
year, with tests moving to 
Cardiff and Bridgend, 
but from December 5, the 
Driving Standards 
Agency (DSA) will 
deliver tests on a part- 
time basis from the 
Business Support Centre 
on Barry Waterfront. 

Road Safety Minister 
Mike Penning said: “I am 
delighted that driving 
tests will be returning to 
Barry. 

“Our aim is to offer a 
local service that is con¬ 
venient for candidates as 
well as being cost effec¬ 
tive.” 

Testing in Barry will 
take place on a part time 
basis, initially two days a 
week, but this may 
change depending on the 
level of demand. 


Rock Choir 
for all! 


THE Rock Choir is 
heading for 
Bridgend, 
Cowbridge and 
Pontyclun to offer 
pop, gospel and 
Motown singing for 
adults. 

‘The People’s Choir’ 
was the first contempo¬ 
rary choir to be created 
in the UK. 

Roadworks 

report 

Temporary traffic con¬ 
trol: Boverton Road at 
the junction with 
Trebeferad, Llantwit 
Major; 

Porthkerry Road, 
Rhoose (from the round¬ 
about near the Holiday 
Inn) to the unnamed lane 
to Porthkerry); 

Port Road junction 
with Pencoedtre Lane, 
Barry. 


With weekly fun 
rehearsals, it allows any¬ 
one who loves singing 
pop songs to join, 
regardless of their ability 
or experience. 

Local singer and 
teacher, Stephanie 
Bailey is the new Rock 
Choir leader for the area. 
“We’ve been amazed at 
the response to the ITV 
show. There really are a 
lot of individuals out 
there who want to sing 
their hearts out but don’t 
have an outlet and are 
too shy to audition for a 
more traditional choir. 

“My job as a Rock 
Choir leader is to teach, 
entertain and nurture the 
members and introduce 
these fantastic songs and 
harmonies and get 
everyone's confidence 
up ready for the per¬ 
formances.” 

Contact www.rock- 
choir.com (01252 
714276). 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D697. 

• £2,000: 888520. 

• The rollover, 
which now stands at 
£4,000, was not won this 
week. 

• £10: 7 6 4 0 5 2, 
850975, 776980, 521699, 
275420, 189971, 659228, 
675166, 782621, 881695, 
404959, 340430, 472376, 
264120, 733010, 133155, 
854482, 529703, 214010, 
499128. 

• £5: 590933,619201, 
363895, 709185, 949021, 
556197, 603671, 745850, 
518406, 489864, 769923, 


256971, 250817, 458200, 
602437, 813016, 208257, 
389668, 942135, 766372, 
150052, 578301, 20666, 
679641, 584926, 149494, 
733199, 473586, 181099, 
509443, 216740, 162611, 
401413, 256093, 487474, 
130643, 211372, 373175, 
702611, 783629, 544437, 
772366, 442990, 750931, 
448556, 789906, 362517, 
587260, 522900, 765868, 
482521, 225214, 382022, 
881001, 800635, 624417, 
730339, 746943, 457351, 
202751. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


Mount 
Kilimanjaro 
charity climb 


A TEAM of local 
young adults will 
be climbing Mount 
Kilimanjaro, East 
Africa in January 
when Max and Seb 
Davies together 
with cousin, Aaron 
Watts-Jones, 
return for the first 
time to the country 
where their moth¬ 
ers and grand¬ 
mother were born. 

Joined by friends 
Lydia Hitchcock and 
Meghan Diel, they will 
climb the toughest route 
which includes seven 
days of ascent through 
rainforest, savanna, 
rocky and barren ter¬ 
rain. 

They will finally 
reach the summit on the 
seventh day, in temper¬ 


atures of -12°C to - 
23°C. 

Their climb is in aid 
of the charity Living 
Room, which has 
opened Kimbilio 
Hospice, a 24-bedroom 
hospice in Kenya for 
children and adults liv¬ 
ing with terminal ill¬ 
ness. 

The climbing team 
are hoping to raise 
enough money to plant 
one acre of passion fruit 
for Living Room’s 
income generating 
plant. 

They have organised 
a fund raising ‘White 
Tie and Tiara Evening’ 
at The Quarter Penny 
Cafe, Cowbridge, on 
November 26. 

Tickets £25 each, can 
be purchased from W G 
Davies, Cowbridge. 


Leekes get off 
to festive start 


LEEKES of 
Llantrisant will be 
holding a special 
Christmas event on 
November 26-27 to 
launch the festive 
season in style. 

Children will be able 
to visit Santa in his 
grotto, with each child 
receiving a gift and all 
proceeds will go to the 
NSPCC - Leekes’ offi¬ 
cial charity. 

There will also be 
face painting, balloons, 
festive music and tasty 
festive treats for cus¬ 
tomers to enjoy. 

Leekes offer a wide 
range of festive gift 
ideas, from items for 
the home, to sport and 
leisurewear - from 
brands such as Animal, 
O’Neill and 
Craghoppers. 

The store will also be 
running a special offer 
of 20 per cent back in 
store vouchers* on all 
purchases made for this 


weekend only. 

Complimentary 
mince pies and mulled 
wine will be on offer to 
customers, a hog roast 
will take place outside 
the store and the store’s 
cafe will be open all 
day, offering teas, cof¬ 
fees and a range of 
snacks. 

Children will be able 
to enjoy face painting 
and balloon making, 
while adults can choose 
from a range of ideal 
Christmas gifts and 
decorations. 

There will also be 
the chance to win a lux¬ 
ury weekend break at 
the four-star Vale 
Resort, part of the J H 
Leekes Group. 

For more informa¬ 
tion on the Leekes 
Christmas Weekend, 
visit leekes.co.uk 



LOUISE TURNER, M. Inst. Ch.P. 

Chiropody Treatment 


A soothing foot bath to soak away your 
aches and pains. The toenails are cut, 
filed and cleaned. Painful effects of 
in-growing toenails, corns and callouses 
are relieved. The soles are buffed to 
leave them soft and smooth, followed 
by a foot massage with a rich and 
soothing cream and then dusted lightly 
with an antiseptic foot powder. 

£27.00, £24.00 Senior Citizens 

10% Discount 

FOR NEW PATIENTS BOOKED 
BEFORE 16TH DECEMBER 2011 

Gift Vouchers Available 

Special Promotion: 

6 Treatments for the Price of 5 

Please call for details 

Tel: 01446 737370 
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JOIN MACMILLAN’S 
CHRISTMAS WALK! 


M ACMILLAN is lOO years old in 
2011, and for its centenary year, 
the charity is urging its support¬ 
ers to go the extra mile once again - to 
raise vital funds for people affected by 
cancer and their families. 

On Sunday, December 11, Macmillan is once 
again organising its ‘Christmas Elf Walk’ - a 3.5 
mile family-friendly walk on paths around Sophia 
Gardens, Blackweir and Pontcanna Fields. 

Every walker receives a festive elf hat, and 
prizes will be awarded to best-dressed adults, chil- 


Pendragon 
Cleaning Services 

£20 

for any size carpet 

• Daily Contracts 

• Weekly Contracts 

• Carpet Cleaning 

• Home Cleaning 

• Office Cleaning 

HO JOB TOO BIG 
OR TOO SMALL 

www. pendragoncleaning, com 

t Contact Paul Shaw on A 

07583 643239 * 


dren and dogs! Rebecca Parke, the fundraising 
manager for Cardiff said: “Over the past 100 years, 
we have achieved many great things for people 
affected by cancer, but we’re not about to rest on 
our laurels. 

“We must continue to build on our achieve¬ 
ments, finding new ways to give people the support 
they so desperately need.” 

One of the ways that the money raised will be 
used to help people affected by cancer and their 
families is through patient grants. 

In 2010 Macmillan gave out grants totalling 
more than £72,000 to help people affected by can¬ 
cer in the Cardiff and Vale areas, to help to ease the 
financial stress of living with cancer. 

The grants are typically for amounts of 
£300-£500 and have been given to help with the 
cost of travel to and from hospital, new clothing, 
winter fuel bills - and even to buy new bedding to 
enable someone to rest more comfortably. 

Rebecca Parke continued, “I’d urge everyone to 
sign up today to take part in the Christmas Elf 
Walk to help Macmillan fund its vital work. 

“Taking part in a fundraising walk is something 
that most people can do, no matter how fit they 
are. “ 

For details on how to register, 01656 867 968 or 
visit our website on www.macmillan.org.uk/walking 


Eisteddfod 

fundraisers 


THE Eisteddfod 
2012 appeal will 
benefit from two 
events on December 
2 . 

‘Half Tidy’ harmo¬ 
nious singing group 
has a relaxed evening 
of well known songs 
and music at the Cross 
Inn, Llantrisant (8pm). 

Collection during the 
evening. Contact Ros 


Lewis o 01446 793530. 

‘The Sker Crows’ 
three-piece cover band 
will feature music from 
Beatles, Stones, Queen 
and more, at the Old 
White Hart pub in 
Llantwit old town 
square. There will be a 
collection during the 
evening. Contact 
Graham Morgan on 
07948 485325. 


COMFORTABLE...STYLISH... 
SOPHISTICATED.. .SIMPLY WAW\t 



Contemporary 

and Traditional Kitchens 

Practical quality with unique style 

•FREE instore or on site planning 
•Made to measure 

•Worktops, sinks & appliances available 
•Full installation or supply only 


Selective Bedrooms 

Space saving storage 
solutions for tranquility 
& relaxation 

FREE instore or on site design 
Made to measure 
Range of finishes & designs 
from natural wood to 
pastel shades 


m 

I 

1 


x% n % 



Doors / N / Drawers 

Bring your kitchen up to date 

•Replacement doors, drawers & worktops 
•Over 60 colours with 25 designs 
•Free no obligation quotes 


Sewinf South Tt/cdee pn oven 40 


□ GREFF! 


LJ u nim i KITCHENS LTD 01446 

11-12 Subway Road, The Waterfront, Barry CF63 4QT 736421 

www.crefftkitchens.co.uk email: barrieswilliams@aol.com 


Town & Country Bedrooms Made Co Measure Bedrooms & Home Office 
DESIGN manufacture install Tailor made to fit your room. Over 1000 choices!! 
SALE NOWON!! PONT MISS THESE OFFERS!! HIGH QUALITY AT LOW PRICES!! 



Come 2 oV SSi 



10 Good Jtaiuim do Chou* 
Jv*n and imntry Bedrmmf 

1. Genuine Made to 
Measure Units. 

2 bkxw over 1000 Choice* 

3 10 Year Guarantee on 
•ill units 

4. Kgicst Quality unrt 
construction 

5. Latest computer dragn 

software 

€ Hcfily Enpersnced 

Mora 

7. No Pressure sales 

8. Supptyrm Bedrooms 

lor over 29 years. 

9. Free* Home Measure 
8 Coneultaton 

10 Foormg 8 Carpels 

also available. 


;ountrybod rooms.co.uk 


We do Freestanding 
Bedroom furniture too!!! 
See online or call in!! 



■NEW BROCHURE OUT NOW!!] 
Ring 01656 657526 Now!!j 

Unit 1, North Point, r. 

Western Avenue, 

Bridgend 

Industrial Estate, 

CF31 3RX 

01656 6575261 I 

FREE HOME CONSULTATION 


V 
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RHOOSE, 

small village 
but with a 
big heart... 


lhe village of 
Rhoose - with 
its spectacu¬ 
lar sea views, excel¬ 
lent communica¬ 
tions and local 
employers - is one 
of the most envied 
places to live in 
south Wales. 

Despite, the growing 
pains of new housing 
estates in the last two 


decades, it retains an 
essentially rural atmos¬ 
phere. 

But what is astonish¬ 
ing is the amount of 
local facilities, services 
and companies it has on 
its doorstep - an inter¬ 
national airport, its own 
train station, a leisure 
park, the British 
Airways maintenance 
depot, which might be 
about to expand to St 


RHOOSE CARS 

6 seaters & 8 seaters available 
Airport transfers, Shopping trips 
Lady drivers available 
Don’t drink & drive this Christmas 
r ^ 7 Now taking bookings for 
Christmas & New Year 
NO METER CHARGES 
^ / Travel in comfort in safety 

Tel: 01446 713916 


Athan , hotels and its 
own primary school. 

Another strength of 
the village is the 
amount of medium to 
small sized businesses 
that provide a great 
service, not only for the 
people of Rhoose, but 
visitors from other 
parts of the Vale. 

This Christmas, 
those companies will be 
providing their custom¬ 
ary good service - it’s a 
reminder not to forget 
what is on your own 
doorstep in the Vale! 

Glenys Watson, the 
owner of Coffee Time, a 
local cafe and meeting 
place, which also hosts 
after school clubs, told 
The GEM: “In eight 
months I have met and 
made so many friends - 
it’s a lovely community. 

“Over the Christmas 
period, I’ll be doing lots 
of festive food, and we 
expect to very busy.” 


lUnitmu 

m 


A 





Open every day serving food lunchtimes & evenings 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
O VER THE FESTIVE PERIOD 

Saturday 3rd December 

PAUL CHRISTIE (Comedian/Singer) 

# -a, Thursday 8th December 

AYESHA (Female Vocalist) 

Friday 9th & Thursday 15th December 
STEVE SAINT (Wales’ top comedy act) 

yjL Saturday 10th December 

N ERYS H AF (Super Welsh Vocalist) 

^ Friday 16th December 

HANNAH CRANE (Great Female Vocalist) 
Saturday 17th December ^ 

SIMON COOPER (Former member of Take That Tribute) 
A Thursday 22ndDecember 

ALEX KYLE (Great act from the North) 
Friday 23rd December ^ 

JONNY LEE SAGE (Male Vocal Attraction) 


NEW YEAR’S EVE O 
FANCY DRESS PARTY V 

8pm til late. Karaoke, Disco & Live (J)ffy 
Entertainment with 

BROTHER STEVE Tickets only £10\\\J 


OVER 60s MENU 

only £3.95 

Now served Mon to Sat 
Lunchtimes 


Minibus Service available for Diners. For further bookings & details: 

T: 01446 710205/ 07596 630057 

email: wayncmor@hotmail.co.uk 


‘You Choose’ - and then 
have a great value holiday! 


T HE diversity of busi¬ 
nesses in Rhoose is illus¬ 
trated by the fact that 
the village can even boast its 
own travel agents. 

Why make a trip into Cardiff when 
you can book a holiday at ‘You 
Choose’ travel agents? 

At this time of year, people are 
often tempted to have a European 
break, either to the colder climes of 
the north, in line with the Christmas 
season, or to warmer countries to 
escape the chilly temperatures. 

Russell Hughes, of You Choose, 
explained the attraction of a winter 
break. 

“From the Arctic circle in the north 
to the Mediterranean in the south, 
Europe covers an incredibly diverse 
range of cultures, traditions and geog¬ 
raphy. 


“We offer a great range of escorted 
tours to ah parts of Europe with the 
very best tour operators.” 

So, what can you expect from an 
escorted tour? 

Russell said: “You can travel by 
air, coach, rail or cruise, and general¬ 
ly all your transport, accommodation, 
excursions and meals are included, 
making an escorted tour a great value 
for money holiday. 

“A11 you have to do is sit back and 
relax, as you explore the places 
you’ve always dreamt of seeing. Your 
tour guide will bring your destination 
to life, with in-depth knowledge.” 

Russell added: “If you have a par¬ 
ticular interest, then look no further. 
We can offer tours specialising in 
wildlife, culture, festivals, walking, 
religion, art, photography, plus a great 
deal more.” 


BAY HAIR AND 
BEAUTY IN PJ’S 
FOR CHARITY 



Full Independence Ud 


WE REPAIR 
WITH CARE 


T 


• Full Property Maintenance 

• Access Solutions 

• Landscaping & Design 

Easy Bathing Specialists 

Walk In - Sit Down - Relax 

CHRISTMAS OFFER: Get a free 
circulation booster pack worth £ 199.99 
with every walk in bath installation 
ordered before December 25th 2011. 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AND HAVE A 
LOOK AT THE WALK IN BATHS 




ABOVE: Becky and the staff at the Bay Hair and Beauty Salon, dressed 
in their pyjamas to raise money for last week’s Children in Need appeal. 

PRODUCTS AND SUPPORT 
AT FULL INDEPENDENCE 

F ULL INDEPENDENCE of Rhoose has one of the most accessible 
showrooms in Wales! With free on-site parking, the showroom has 
everything you need to remain independent. 

There’s a wide choice of items and products to help daily living - elec¬ 
tric beds, chairs, walk-in baths, stairlifts, and scooters. 

Brian Fullerton explained that there are additional benefits to dealing 
with Full Independence. 

“There’s even a full property and garden maintenance service - all 
done by our company’s in-house staff. 

“We also offer wheel¬ 
chair and scooter hire. 
People can call 01446 
711555 for more infor¬ 
mation.” 

For a touch of 
luxury, why not take 
advantage of a festive 
season deal. 

Brian said: “Our 
Christmas offer is to get 
a free circulation boost¬ 
er pack worth £199.99, 
with every walk-in bath 
installation ordered 
before December 25. 

“If interested, people 
can visit our showroom 
to have a look at our 
walk-in baths at Units 1 
and 2 Adenfield Way, 
Rhoose, Vale of 
Glamorgan, CF62 
3EA,” he added. 


ABOVE: 

Andreas and Russell of *You Choose are 
ready to book your European holiday. 


Tan-Y-Hyde 


T 


O-iair 

^ & 
‘Beauty 

We are pleased to 
welcome qualified stylist 
Joanne Hutton 
from Rhoose to our team. 

Quality Matrix Hair Products and 
Remy Hair Extensions 

All aspects of Beauty Treatments... 

Waying, facials, Manicures & Pedicures, 
Minyffail Art, 3P> Lashes, ‘Elusions, 
Massage, Aromatherapy 
- Plus lots more. 

Coming Soonl Spray ‘Tanning 

100 FONTYGARY ROAD, RHOOSE 
Tel: 01446 711598 


7^ 

FON 

INN 



HOME COOKED FOOD 

Served every day from 12 noon 

LUNCHTIME SPECIALS 

Three Courses only £9.95 

Available Monday - Saturday until 3pm 

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY ROAST 

Served 12 noon - 4pm 

BREAKFASTS 

Served Sat & Sun from 10am 

QUIZ NIGHT 

Every Wednesday starts 8.30pm 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN 

www.fontygaryinn.co.uk 


Fonmon Road, Rhoose 

Tel.01446 711221 
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Wayne and Katie (and Nigel) are celebrating 
their first Christmas in the Highwayman, 
with a fabulous entertainment 
programme and Christmas meals. 


J7 


Local customers Chris, Brian, and Paul raise 
a glass to Christmas cheer at the Fontygary Inn. 


TAN-Y-HYDE WILL HELP YOU 
THROUGH THE PARTY SEASON 


W ITH Christmas just weeks away 
and the party season about to 
begin there is no better place 
for Vale women - and men - to relax, 
unwind and enjoy a massage or beauty 
therapy. 

Kelly and Sarah opened Tan-y-Hyde in 
October 2010 and within a year have built up an 
excellent client base. 

People book sessions at Tan-y-Hyde from all 
over the Vale and as far afield as Cardiff. 

Kelly explained: “We’ve got three stylists and 
two beauticians and are open from Monday to 
Saturday. 

“Short hair cuts and colours seem to be popu¬ 
lar this year, and hair extensions are still proving 
to be in demand, especially for the party season.” 

Sarah pointed out: “We have a full range of 
beauty treatments and advise people to book 
early.” 




R H BARRATT 


Quality Butchers 


Now taking orders 
for Christmas 

Fresh Pembrokeshire 
Turkeys and Chickens 
Geese • Ducks 
Locally Reared Beef 
Lamb • Pork • Ham • etc 

****** 

Merry Christmas to all 
our customers. We look 
forward to seeing you in 

b Barratts Butchers over 
the festive season, 

tf^****** 

15 Fontygary Road, Rhoose 
Tel. 01446 710307 

Email: rob@barrattsbutchers.co.uk 


JPT 1 

9 AM, 

T OUt 
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ABOVE: 

Kelly and Sarah of 
Tan-y-Hyde. 


Glenys, the owner 
of Coffee Time, for 
quality homemade 
cakes, lunches and 
speciality coffee. 


James Barnsley of 
the Six Bells Inn, 
Penmark, looks 
forward to seeing 
customers this 
Christmas 


As Christmas season 
approaches, let the 
others take the strain! 


T HE closer we 
get to Chrismas, 
the more rushed 
things become, and a 
little help goes a long 
way. 

So why not rely on 
local businsesses that 
will help ‘take the strain’ 
in the festive run-up?. 

The Fontygary Inn is a 
case in point, and one of 
those rare finds - a tradi¬ 
tional village pub that 
serves home-cooked 
food every day. 

With an extensive 
menu of traditional 
favourites and regular 
daily specials, customers 
are spoilt for choice. 

The atmosphere is 
friendly and the decor is 
smart. 

With the right volume 
of music in the back¬ 
ground, people immedi¬ 
ately relax. 

Kevin and Kerry Eade 
took over the Fontygary 
Inn in 2007 and it has 
grown in popularity. 

They have plenty to 
suit all ages with regular 
live music evenings and 
a quiz night every 
Wednesday and a curry 
night every Thursday. 

Kevin and Kerry are 
geared up for a busy 
Christmas with bookings 
coming in for both 
lunchtimes and evenings. 


There are some dates 
still available for those of 
you who are not so 
organised. 

There also promises to 
be a fun night for the 
New Year, with a disco 
and buffet. 

Tickets are only 


£12.50 per person, so the 
advice is book fast! 

The couple said: “We 
would like to wish all our 
customers a ‘Merry 
Christmas’ and we look 
forward to seeing every¬ 
one over the festive sea¬ 
son.” 



Coffee Time 

Opposite Rhoose Social Club 

Cappucino • Tea • Mocha 
Coffee • Baguettes • Panninis 
Sandwiches • Jacket Potatoes 
Latte • Cakes • Hot Chocolate 
Daily Specials 
and Christmas Specials 


Open Monday - Saturday 9am - 4.30pm 

21 Fontygary Road, Rhoose 
^Tel. 01446 711600 


A Merry Christmas M 
^ to all our customers ^ 



New: A fantastic range of escorted tours 

The new way to holiday for the discerning traveller. 

Coach, Train or Air - we can arrange 
transport door to door. 

To find out more, telephone 01446 713410 

Check out our website: 

www.youchooseholidays.co.uk 

55 Fontygary Road, Rhoose CF62 3DT 



b f air dr Beauty, Saflon 

I Giving a professional service 
and creating the cut and style 
you deserve. 

Quality beauty treatments 
also available. 

For free consultations and a 
warm, friendly atmosphere... 

Fontygary Leisure Park 

Tel: 01446 711929 


DEMO’S BARBER SHOP 


A Merry Christmas to all clients. 

We are offering a complimentary 
festive drink and mince pie to all 
_ customers throughout December! _ 

OPEN: 

Tuesday-Saturday with late nights available 
OAP RATES AVAILABLE 

7 Fontygary Road, Rhoose, 

Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DR 
Tel: 07791 917699 



The perfect choice to 

celebrate the festive season... 

% ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Lunchtime Menu 

Served between 12 & 2.30pm 
from I st December to 24th December 

3 Course Meal only £ 14.95 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

^ Evening Menu 

^ Served between 6 & 9pm 
from 1st December to 23rd December 

3 Course Meal only £ 18.95 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

New Years Eve 

Free Bar 

Hot and Cold Luxury Buffet. 

Disco & Karaoke. 8pm till 1.30am 

Only £49.95 a Ticket 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Dinner Dance 

Saturday I Oth December. 

Live artist, 3 Course Meal, 

1/2 bottle of Wine 

Only £23.95 aTicket $ 


To Book-Call Us: 01446 710229 


OCEAN LOUNGE i 

* PORTHKERRY * > 

OPEN FRIDAY NIGHTS ] 
SATURDAY LUNCH & EVENING ± 
SUNDAY LUNCH 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
4c 
* 

* 

4c 
* 

* 

4c 
4« 

4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 




A few places still 
remaining for our 

Christmas 
Party Nights 

Friday 2nd December 

Classic Rock Band & Disco 
plus 2 course meal - £13.95 

Saturday 3rd December 

,8 Piece Soul Band & Disco 
plus 2 course meal 
£13.95 


Saturday 26th November 

Mark Douglas 

Vocal Entertainer plus Bingo * 

Sunday Roast £6.95 

£ Choice of meats, Seasonal Vegetables * 

Home-made desserts from £1.99 J 


BOOKING ADVISABLE 


CAR BOOT SALE 

EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm j 

- 1* 

* 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 
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The cyclists 
take a 
breather! 


WHAT started as a 
casual comment in 
the pub over a pint 
of beer - fancy trav¬ 
elling from Tenby to 
Colwinston this year 
- turned out to be a 
reality, thanks to the 
hard work and 
organisational skills 
of Alun Austin, 
Mark Carter, Cath 
Perkins and Lucy 
Stokes. 

After several logisti¬ 
cal meetings and many 


months of training the 
day eventually arrived. 

Eighteen bright-eyed 
and bushy-tailed cyclists 
arrived at Colwinston at 
6.45am to drive up to 
New Hedges Tavern for 
the start of the journey. 

It was cloudy and 
dubious weather at the 
start, as the cyclists 
headed off into the dis¬ 
tance, and with a back¬ 
up crew on duty to 
leapfrog the cyclists to 
strategic meeting points 
for water/food stops. 

The first checkpoint 





Carol service 
for charities 

Bridgend Delyth 


THE 

County Civic Charity 
appeals standing 
committee and the 
Mayor of the County 
Borough 
Bridgend, Coun 
Christopher 
Michaelides, invites 
the public to a com 


and Rhiannon 
Owen, and Mari and 
Lowri Izzard. There will 
be nine readings and car¬ 
ols for Christmas and a 
collection will taken for 
Of local charities. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact M Major 
(01656 664105); Mr 
Doug John (01656 
861594) or the Mayor’s 


munity charity carol office (01656 643132). 
service at at St 
Mary’s Church, 

Nolton, Bridgend, on 
Wednesday, 

December 14. 

The service at 6.30pm 
will be conducted by the Bridgend), 

Rector, Father Michael Association; 


The concert will be 
supporting Glaze 

Prostate Charity Wales 
(including development 
of robotic prostate sur¬ 
gery at the Princess of 
Wales Hospital, 

Stroke 
and 


Komor, and Reverend Bridgend County Riding 
Stephen Pare (Mayor’s for the Disabled, based 
Chaplain). at Bridgend College, 

Organist is Mr John Pencoed Campus. 

Davies and soloists are All are welcome. 


was Wiseman Bridge, 
where the rain was hori¬ 
zontal, winds of 50mph 
at least, and hills you 
have not seen the like of. 

Next stop Laugharne 
at 11.30am. Fortunately, 
the rain had stopped and 
drinks and food were 
administered. 

All the cyclists 
regrouped and headed 
off again onto Kidwelly 
to stop at 4.30pm, again 
up incredibly steep hills 
which took their toll on 
even the fittest of the 
cyclists, but everyone 
made it. 

The sun was at last 
shining but very strong 
winds made cycling hard 
work. 

Last stop was 



9am, after a night of tor¬ 
rential rain which dis¬ 
turbed even the heaviest 
of sleepers. 

All the cyclists 
Llanelli, at 6.30pm at the departed, with back-up 


Coastal Park Hotel, and 
a very welcome beer. 

There were 11 punc¬ 
tures on day one and a 
back-up team member 
was dispatched to the 
local Halfords to smile 
nicely at the shopkeeper, 
and ask for a discount, 
for new inner tubes for 
day two. 

She obviously smiled 
very broadly because he 
donated them to the bike 
ride. What a very nice 
man! 

Day two started at 


following. First stop was 
the Railway Inn, and 
everyone was going 
great guns. 

The weather was 
kinder and the wind had 
dropped, but just as a 
reminder, the heavens 
opened for another tor¬ 
rential downpour to soak 
everyone. 

The next rendezvous 
was Aberavon seafront, 
where not only hot 


was better, the route was sponsorship money 
flatter and all the cyclists raised, 
were in fine form. The 
group travelled across 
the top of Margam, 
through Pyle and on to 
Tondu for the last offi¬ 
cial stop for tea and cof¬ 
fee. 

The last regroup was 
at Brocastle, where 
Harrie, our youngest 
rider, was awarded the 


Eighteen riders, aged 
from just a mere 13 
years old, Harrie Jehu, 
to an even younger 
Colin Howells (Rasper), 
67 years old, with Alun 
Austin, Mark Carter, 
Brett Clee, Josh and 
Clive Edwards, Phil 
Harrington, Laura 
Hetherington, Dave 


yellow jersey for such an Hodge, Simon and Anne- 
amazing feat. A tender Marie Jehu, Rob John, 


13 years, he kept pace 
with everyone. 

The last mighty climb 
was up Crack Hill and 
into the village, led by 


drinks were administered Harrie, where crowds 


Reflections on 2011 
at Colwinston and 
Llysworney WI branch 


I really can’t believe it, 
another year’s gone by. 
Of fun and friendship 
and laughter at our 
local WI! 

December’s Christmas 
dinner scored a ‘ten ’ 
from all. 

With great food and 
good company, we were 
bound to have a ball! 

Sea birds and giant tor¬ 
toise from the 
Galapagos Isles 
Made an appearance in 
January. We were taken 
across the miles! 

Deb Fisher saw in 
February with her latest 
history tales, 

From the book that she 
had written - with the 
title ‘Royal Wales’. 

Photographs and stories 
in March from India 
came. 

Elephants, bears and 
monkeys, but no tigers - 
what a shame! 

In April ‘We Will Rock 
You’proved an evening 


hard to beat. 
Queen classics and 
some vino got us on our 
feet! 

Our topic planned for 
April was ‘The Rest’- 
Porthcawl. 

A building full of histo¬ 
ry, with stories wall to 
wall! 

May was Resolutions 
and we all prepared to 
vote 

On Mega Farms and 
Libraries - all serious 
stuff- you’ll note! 

Dunraven and its histo¬ 
ry was described in 
June for you. 
Through its grand times 
and its sad times - sold 
off in ’62. 

The Village Fete - ‘The 
Movies ’ - Kath’s heart 
was beating fast! 
Was this the chance 
she’d hoped for? 
Would her dream come 
true at last? 

The table cloths were 
doctored and bigger 


buns were bought! 
And the Calendar Girls 
from Colwinston proved 
they were braver than 
they thought! 

July - the month of sun¬ 
shine and we all buzzed 
out to see 

Helen who would tell us 
about the Honey Bee! 

September was our 
social, with Bingo, 
games and fun! 
Time to talk and plan 
ahead for things that 
must be done. 

Barbara in October 
entertained us with a 
show 

Of Christmas rhymes 
and poetry. Not easy -1 
should know! 


So, there we are, the 
year is done, and I 
would really like to say 
Thanks for all the help 
and support that has 
been shared along the 
way! 

KJ 


but we tried to dry out 
wet shoes, change soak¬ 
ing tops, get everyone 
warm and send them on 
their way again. 

In between the torren¬ 
tial showers, the weather 


Catherine Perkins, Lucy 
Stokes, Mike Wilkinson, 
Lucy Satherley and last 
but not least Ian Lane in 
between. 

A grand total of 


had gathered to welcome £8,578.04 was raised 


our heroes home. 

There was beer and 
food for a very deserv¬ 
ing team of riders and 
crew who worked excep¬ 
tionally hard for all the 


and split evenly between 
Macmillan Cancer, Ty 
Hafan, Child Safe and 
Motor Neurone Disease 
Association. 

JULIE LLOYD 


Sculptor creates Dylan 
Thomas award bust... 


ON Wednesday, 
November 9, the 
winner of the 
Dylan Thomas lit¬ 
erary award 2011 
received the first 
prize of £30,000, 
along with a spe¬ 
cially-commis¬ 
sioned bust of 
Dylan Thomas, 
which was created 
by sculptor Jeremy 
Cooper. 

Mr Cooper, of Barry, 
explained: “I started 
sculpting around five 
years ago, mainly pro¬ 
ducing pieces for 
myself. 

Approximately two 
years ago, I started an 
evening class at the 
Howardian Centre in 
Cardiff with the inten¬ 
tion of learning how to 
cast copies of my work. 

“During this time, I 
sold a number of pieces 
and private commis¬ 
sions. Up until the 



Dylan Thomas bust, the 
most notable one was a 
one-third larger than life 
bust of Ray Gravell 
which was presented to 
Granville Wise, the 
Scarlets’ director, by a 
close personal friend.” 

The Dylan commis¬ 
sion came about thanks 
to a recommendation by 
Mr Cooper’s tutor Alun 


Hemming, a sculptor 
himself, who had been 
approached by Cardiff- 
based company 
Blackmark. 

It donated the bust of 
‘Young Dylan’ for the 
ceremony. 

Mr Cooper can be 
contacted at 
jeremy. cooper47 @ ntl- 
world.com. 


Collette’s 
family issues 
a tribute 


THE family of a 
Bridgend woman, 
who died on honey¬ 
moon in India 
almost eight years 
ago, has paid trib¬ 
ute to her and 
appealed to the 
public to help the 
police investigation 
with any informa¬ 
tion. 

Collette Davies, 
aged 39, died in 
February, 2004. Her 
husband, John 

Clifton Davies, aged 
50, was charged with 
her murder earlier 
this month. 

Collette Davies’ 
family said: “Colette 
was a much loved and 
sadly missed mother, 
daughter, sister, aunty 
and friend. 

“She was a kind 
and considerate per¬ 
son whose life was cut 
terribly short on 
February 27, 2004. 

“In the time that 
has passed since that 
date she has been 
denied the opportuni¬ 
ty to see her three 
children develop into 
three lovely young 
adults; and also been 
denied the pleasure of 
a very beautiful 
granddaughter, whom 
she would have 



Collette Davies. 
absolutely doted on. 

“With the continu¬ 
ing support and dedi¬ 
cation of the 
Investigation Team 
and South Wales 
Police, to whom we 
are extremely grate¬ 
ful, we hope we will 
eventually be able to 
bring closure for the 
family, on what has 
been a very sad eight 
years. 

“As a family, we 
would also appeal to 
anyone who has infor¬ 
mation regarding 
Colette’s death to con¬ 
tact the police urgent¬ 
ly.” 

Anyone with infor¬ 
mation is asked to con¬ 
tact the incident room 
on 01639 889732 or 
anonymously via 
Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111. 


Council makes 
winter plans 


BRIDGEND 
County Borough 
Council (BCBC) is 
making plans for 
dealing with severe 
weather this winter. 

Following its recent 
approval by cabinet, the 
authority’s winter main¬ 
tenance plan for 2011/12 
details how the council 
intends to salt roads, 
clear snow and keep 
traffic moving around 
the county borough. 

The last three winters 
have been particularly 
harsh throughout the UK 
and culminated in 
December 2010 with the 
lowest recorded temper¬ 
atures since records 
began, more than 100 
years ago. 

A BCBC spokesman 
said: “With the excep¬ 
tion of the Bwlch moun¬ 
tain road, the council’s 
winter maintenance plan 
has ensured that the 
main highways network 
in Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough has remained open 
throughout the cold 
weather. 

“This year’s plan fea¬ 
tures additional streets 
which will be dealt with 
as a priority immediate¬ 
ly after the main high¬ 
ways network has been 
treated, taking into 
account important 
aspects such as centres 
for the emergency serv¬ 
ices, bus routes, roads 
leading to isolated vil¬ 
lages, streets on steep 
inclines, industrial and 


shopping areas, schools 
and approaches to ceme¬ 
teries, GP surgeries and 
care homes.” 

A total of 5,800 
tonnes of rock salt have 
been stockpiled, and 
plans are in place if 
fresh supplies are 
required and also for 
prioritising routes in the 
event that the weather is 
particularly harsh over a 
sustained period of time. 

Coun Phil White, cab¬ 
inet member for com¬ 
munities, said: “Every 
year, a great deal of 
effort goes into the 
preparation of our 
Winter Maintenance 
Plan to ensure that the 
council is well prepared 
for severe weather con¬ 
ditions. 

“Unfortunately, deal¬ 
ing with snow and ice 
does not come cheap, 
especially when you fac¬ 
tor in the damage to the 
highways infrastructure, 
the cost of additional 
pothole repairs or extra 
salt purchases, and last 
year the authority faced 
a total cost of £1.2m at a 
time when our resources 
are being severely test¬ 
ed. 

“But I want to thank 
our staff who have pre¬ 
pared this very impor¬ 
tant plan, and to recog¬ 
nise the efforts of the 
crews who work around 
the clock, often in terri¬ 
ble conditions, to ensure 
that the county bor¬ 
ough’s roads remain 
clear and usable.” 
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Newyddion Ysgol Gyfun 
Bro Morgannwg news 


by MEINIR THOMAS 


J * | WINTER/CHRISTMAS AREA PROFILE f | $ 

WtHNGBKlDGENDl' 

" Ewenny/Ewenny Road/Five Bells Road/Nolton Street profile $ 


Chemistry at work 
WE have recently held a ‘chemistry at 
work’ event here at Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morganwg, with the assistance of Martin 
Blarney of Careers Wales, sponsorship 
from the Royal Society of Chemistry, and 
the input of 29 chemistry employers from 
the local area. 

Approximately 350 students benefited from the 
event, the first of its kind in Wales - according to a 
reliable source, namely the Royal Society of 
Chemistry. The students had a fantastic experience, 
and this gave a positive light to vocational experi¬ 
ences for both academic and vocational students. 

The event was attended by students from year-9 
through to 13. 






Thanksgiving 

A TOTAL of £540 was 
collected towards the 
Massai Kenya Project 
for Teaching Health 
through Sport. 

Exploring Global 
Health Opportunities is 
the charity running the 
project and they are aim¬ 
ing to raise £1,200 - to 
ensure that young girls 
receive an education 
through sports, which 
will change their lives 
for the better; £2.50 is 
enough to supply 
health/sex education to 
one child for a year. 

The images {right and 
below ) show children wearing clothes donated by Award. Winner 

the school and taking part in a number of sporting at Number 10 
activities. PRIME Minister, 

David Cameron, host¬ 
ed a reception at 
Downing Street to cel¬ 
ebrate excellence in 
education and local 
teacher, Mr Dilwyn 
Owen from Ysgol 
Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg, was 
invited to attend. 

UK and regional 
winners from 2011 and 
2010 were invited to the 
reception on November 
2 . 

David Cameron said: 
“It's incredibly encour¬ 
aging to know that 
more than 22,000 
teachers from across 
the UK are thought of 
so highly by their 
pupils, colleagues and 
local community, that 
they were nominated 
for a teaching award. 

“This is a testament 
to the thousands of 
hard-working and 
inspirational teachers 
there are in the coun- 




Sailing success 

YEAR-13 pupil Eleni Morus, has been a member 
of the Great Britain sailing team for four years, 
starting in the Optimist Class and later moving 
to the 420 Class, her present boat. 

In January of this year, Eleni and her partner 
Henriette Brand represented Great Britain at the 
World Championships in Buenos Aires. They fin¬ 
ished in an impressive 21st place, which is some 
achievement considering that there were 40 com¬ 
petitors of the highest standard. 

In July, they represented Great Britain again at 
the European Championships in Portugal. The 
image above shows Eleni and Henriette competing 
at the GBR 420 National Championships in Pwllheli 
in August. We wish her every success in the future. 
European prize 

A BRO Morgannwg teacher has recently won a 
major European e-learning prize. Funded by the 
European Commission, the competition identi¬ 
fied top practices of social media use in formal 
language learning contexts across Europe. 

The winner, teacher Ceri Anwen James, in her 
quest for combining language learning and social 
media use, has created an integrated website for 
German learning students at her school. 

She also hosts a blog for the year-9 German 
exchange pupils and a podcast so that pupils can 
report back on their experiences in Germany. 

Initially, the selection committee chose 10 best 
practices out of over 80 applications submitted from 
countries across Europe. 

Two practices from Britain were among the 10 
shortlisted, namely Ysgol Bro Morgannwg and the 
University of Durham. The final stage of the com¬ 
petition involved a Skype interview with a panel at 
the University of Luxembourg. 

Bro Morgannwg will be rewarded with technical 
equipment worth 1000 Euros and Ceri has been 
invited to travel to Warsaw in October 2012 for the 
awarding ceremony. 


try, and everyone who 
was nominated should 
be proud of the impact 
they have clearly had 
on the lives of the chil¬ 
dren they teach. 

“I would especially 
like to congratulate the 
winners who I met in 
Downing Street. 

“I heard some amaz¬ 
ing stories of the pas¬ 
sion these teachers 
bring to the classroom 
and their drive, not just 
to teach, but to make a 
real difference in their 
schools. 

“Each one of them 
should be proud of this 
achievement.” 

Mr Dilwyn Owen 
won the ‘Becta Award 
for Next Generation 
Learning’in Wales in 
the summer of 2010. 


The GEM is 
now on Twitter - 
follow us 
@gem_news and 
keep up to date 
with what is 
going on in the 
Vale and 
surrounding 
areas! 


Keen traders 
can thrive 
in "Southern 
Gateway’ 


T here is a 
tendency, as 
there is with 
most towns, to 
focus on the town 
centre when look¬ 
ing at retail activity 
in Bridgend. 

It is certainly the case 
that the pedestrianised 
town centre is well suit¬ 
ed for events that take 
place at various times 
throughout the year - 
and particularly at 
Christmas, as this fes¬ 
tive season’s pro¬ 
gramme of attractions 
demonstrate. 

However, retailers 
ply their trade all 
around the town, and 
shoppers should defi¬ 
nitely keep their eyes 
open as they head into 
Bridgend. 

A prime example is 
when you approach 
from the south, coming 
into the town via 
Ewenny Road and 
Nolton Street, and pass¬ 
ing Five Bells Road - 


what could be called the 
southern gateway to the 
town. 

The mindset of any 
car driver or passenger 
is to head for the most 
convenient car park and 
not take too much 
notice of shops that you 
pass on the way. 

This tendency is 
probably exacerbated by 
the number of take¬ 
aways that line Nolton 
Street, and at night the 
neon lights give the 
impression that there is 
little else around. 

However, the fact is 
that a considerable num¬ 
ber of enterprising 
retailers are active, and 
they stay active by 
offering good services 
and keen bargains and 
something that can’t be 
delivered by a chain 
store - personal service. 

Upper Nolton Street 
alone has a beauty 
salon, antiques store, 
delicatessen, a foot clin¬ 
ic, a number of hair¬ 
dressers, a pharmacy, 
dental practice, art 


gallery and prom dress 
boutique. 

Similarly, past the 
traffic lights at Ewenny 
Road and Five Bells 
Road, there are several 
distinctive shops, ah 
offering quality goods 
and services. 

For Paul Webster of 
MPN Windows, Doors 
and Conservatories, the 
passing traffic is passing 
trade, and he is enthusi¬ 
astic about the business 
opportunities it gives. 

He told The GEM: 
“We opened three years 
ago and this area has 
been a cracking place to 
do business. It does help 
that we are close to the 
traffic lights, so 
motorists are stopped 
outside and get a chance 
to notice us!” 

For Maria Phillips, 
who runs the Bridgend 
Foot Clinic, Nolton 
Street has been a great 
location to build a busi- 

neSS (CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 23) 
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S * Approaching BRIDGEND.?. 1 


/•' Ewenny/Ewenny Road/Five Bells Road/Nolton Street profile 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 



Win £25 

to spend with the business of 
your choice appearing on our 

Approaching BRIDGEND 
Area Profile Pages 

Q: What is the name of 
Bridgend RFC’s home ground? 

Stadium Of Light • Etihad Stadium • Brewery Field 

Name 
Address 

Tel.Business 

Entries to: 

Glamorgan Gem Ltd (Bridgend Competition) 
53 Eastgate, Cowbridge, CF71 7EL. 
Entrants must be over 18. 

Winners to be announced in the Glamorgan Gem. 
What’s On page, Thursday, 15th December. 
Closing date for entries: 10th December 


5amontha_ 

'TadiesFashions 
an d Accessories 



Stockists of: 
Paul Separates 
Emreco 
Poppy 
Adini 
Casamia 
Mint 
Jewellery 
Accessories 


4 Wick Road, Ewenny, CF35 5BL 

Tel. 01656 658388 

www. samanthabofglamorgan. co.uk 

J0% I 
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MEET THE 
PEOPLE OF 
THE AREA... 




ABOVE: 
Mother and son 
Maria and Ben 
Phillips, of 
Bridgend Foot 
Clinic. 


LEFT: 

Stacey Ranson, 
of Coast Hair 
Studio, St Brides 
Major. 


^YlohxMi s4rvUane& 

PORCELAINE, PAINTINGS, CLOCKS, 
MILITARIA, WATCHES, JEWELLERY, SCRAP 
GOLD BOUGHT & SOLD, 

HOUSE CLEARANCE & PROBATE PRICING 

9ct Gold bought «£11 a gram 
Sovereigns .£200 each 
Krugerands £-950 each 


66 Nolton Street, Bridgend CF31 3BP 
Tel: 01656 667774 

www.welsh-antiques.com 

AS SEEN ON T.V. 


M.P.N. 


* 

* 


MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 
member, is recommended by Steve Davis 


jr-nr, 

Showroom at: 

10a Ewenny Road, 
Bridgend CF31 3HL 


Tel: 01446 439212 
Tel: 01656 648464 

* j 

0% FINANCE 1 

| U. 

PLUS: New Cardiff 
Showroom at: 
Unit 2, 

FREE: BLINDS, 

TVs - PLAYSTATIONS 

Leckwith Road, 
Cardiff CF11 8AP 
Tel: 02920 508770 



•sssr* mm 

www.mpnwindows.com 

4k 
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$ OPENING HOURS 9AM TO 9PM 7 DAYS A WEEK $ 


Virtuoso violinist 
performs at 
Ewenny Festival 


A VIOLIN 
recital by 
Davinder 

Singh, accompanied 
by Dorothy Singh, 
at Ewenny Priory 
Church proved 
“outstanding” with 
comments such as, 
“It was nothing less 
than spellbinding! ” 

The evening began 
with Bach’s Partita in D 
minor for solo violin. 
which gripped the audi¬ 
ence with its intensity 
and poignancy; followed 
by Vittorio Monti’s 
Czardas, with its excit¬ 
ing tempo changes and 
breathtaking dynamics. 

In what was a careful¬ 
ly-crafted programme, 
other notable pieces 
included Gershwin’s 
Summertime, and haunt- 
ingly beautiful as ever, 
Schubert’s Ave Maria. 
Incorporated into the 


Much to 
offer 
shoppers 

(CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 22) 

She said: “I opened 
the clinic seven years 
ago in an upstairs 
premises, which was¬ 
n’t ideal, but the busi¬ 
ness has grown steadi¬ 
ly* 

“Now, my son Ben 
has joined me and we 
have moved down¬ 
stairs and have been 
able to offer a much 
larger range, including 
designer shoes and 
Hunter wellies.” 

Also in Nolton 
Street, the training 
provider ACT has 
demonstrated its confi¬ 
dence in the area by 
investing in a major 
expansion. 

Its main aim is to 
train young people to 
improve their 
prospects of getting 
full-time jobs, and one 
new feature it will be 
offering is a chance to 
gain childcare qualifi¬ 
cations. 

Quality retail busi¬ 
nesses don’t stop at the 
town’s borders, either, 
because Ewenny Road 
leads to many other 
local enterprises, as it 
wends out as far as 
Ogmore-by-Sea and St 
Bride’s Major. 

At St Bride’s, Stacey 
Ranson is fulfilling a 
life-long ambition to 
open her own hair¬ 
dressing business, the 
Coast Hair Studio, and 
told The GEM that she 
felt that now, in the 
run-up to the 
Christmas party sea¬ 
son, was the ideal time 
to launch a new ven¬ 
ture. 



night was also a selec¬ 
tion of gypsy melodies 
by Ravel. 

The night was a 
resounding success, with 
the audience requesting 
the artists’ return to the 
festival in the near 
future. 

Born in 1985, virtu¬ 
oso violinist 26-year-old 
Davinder Singh from 
Llandybie, won a schol¬ 
arship to study at the 
Chetham School of 
Music in 1994. 

At the age of 16, he 
won a scholarship to 
study with Professor 
Geza Kapas in Budapest; 
in July, he graduated 
from the Royal Northern 
College of Music. 

Among innumerable 
accomplishments, he has 
been a soloist with the 
BBC National Orchestra 
of Wales. 

Dorothy Singh has 
played as a freelance 
violinist in orchestras, 
including the Liverpool, 
BBC Philharmonic and 
the BBC NOW. 

With a world-class 
reputation, Dorothy is in 
great demand as an 
accompanist for National 
Eisteddfodau, festivals 
and competitions. 


FOOT CLINIC 

NOW making a bigger 
impression with their shop 
expansion... 


HUNTERS 

Balmoral 

£120 

Original £64 
Gloss £64 




Footwear, 
Bags, 
Belts & 
Accessories. 

Gift Vouchers 
for 

Treatments 
or Gifts - 
an ideal 
solution! 


5 Nolton Street 
BRIDGEND 
CF31 1BX 
01656 766446 



• Nail Trimming 

• Corn removal 

• Verrucae Treatments 
■ IngrownToenails 

• Calluses Reduced 


Telephone: Maria Phillips S.A.C. DIP. 
WMSCH MPS Pract. on (01656) 766446 


Home visits available. 

Special discounts for OAP & Children. 


Now open SUNDAYS for 
CHRISTMAS Shopping! 



Popular for workshops, 
ladies evenings 
and children’s parties. 


11b Ewenny Road, 
Bridgend CF31 3HN 


or visit our recently 
re-launched website 
to shop on line 


www.wildaboutbeads.co.uk 
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| NEWS FROM THE PENARTH COMPUTER CLUB | 

The management of 
files for ‘peace of mind’ 


WHEN you have 
worked out your 
system for keeping 
your files safe, you 
can breathe a sigh 
of relief. Or so you 
thought. In fact, you 
need to do a little 
more thinking 
about your data file 
security. 

Well done for remem¬ 
bering to back up your 
favourites; address lists 
and emails. Good for you 
if your computer, brows¬ 
ing and important files 
are protected by strong 
passwords. 


There are a couple of 
things left to consider. 
What happens if you 
want someone else to 
access your confidential 
files? 

If you had fallen under 
a bus yesterday, would 
your executor be able to 
find your financial 
details? Have you pre¬ 
pared a file setting out 
where everything he will 
need can be found, 
including computer pass¬ 
words? Who knows 
where they are kept? You 
could prepare a pass¬ 
word-protected file and 
give a copy to one person 
and give the password to 


Anti-racism 
workshop 


JENNER Park 
Primary year-6 pupils 
recently took part in 
an anti-racism work¬ 
shop at Cardiff City 
stadium with other 
schools from the Vale, 
and learnt about the 
experiences of Cardiff 
City players Robert 
Earnshaw and Aron 
Gunnarsson. 

The workshops were 
delivered by the Show 
Racism the Red Card 
education team, includ¬ 
ing former Bluebirds 
player Christian 


Roberts. 

Jenner Park head¬ 
teacher David Morris 
said the children had 
learned how racism 
affects people in sport 
and other areas of life, 
and the importance of 
different cultures and 
how they impact on our 
lives. 

“It was a great day 
out. The children devel¬ 
oped their understanding 
of racism and enjoyed 
an opportunity to meet 
well-known local foot¬ 
ballers." 


another. 

So think about extend¬ 
ing your security routine 
to make things easier for 
others. 

Remember to leave 
appropriate instructions 
about it all and develop a 
routine to keep every¬ 
thing up to date. 

This also means that 
you remove another 
worry - that you might 
forget your own pass¬ 
words! 

The other side of pre¬ 
serving your files is 
regarding their secure 
destruction. 

The question crops up 
when you want to sell or 
pass on your old comput¬ 
er or decide to change to 
a larger hard disk drive. 

After working to make 
sure you protect the files, 
you now want to make 
sure they are not avail¬ 
able to whoever inherits 
the old equipment. 

For peace of mind the 
short, cheap and effective 
answer is to attack the 
old drive violently with a 
large hammer. 

Why? Simply deleting 
a file merely sends it to 
the recycling bin. (The 
file isn’t actually moved; 
it is simply flagged as 
ready for final deletion - 
that is why it can be read¬ 
ily restored by the system 
which simply makes it 
live again.) 

When the bin is emp- 



VALE of GLAMORGAN THE VALE OF 

GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

Temporary Road Closure 
Order, Section 16A 

BRO MORGANNWG Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 

DICKENSIAN FAYRE 

DINAS POWYS 

Friday 2nd December 2011 

Order Under Section 16A, Road Traffic Regulations Act 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that The Vale of Glamorgan 
Council have made an Order under Section 16A, Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 as follows:- 

WHEREAS the Vale of Glamorgan Council as Highway 
Authority is satisfied that traffic on the streets or parts thereof as 
listed in column 2 of the Schedule should on 2nd December 
2011 be restricted to enable the holding of a relevant event, the 
Council, pursuant to the powers conferred by Section 16A Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984, HEREBY ORDERS AND 
DIRECTS that the following regulations shall be observed: 

The streets or parts thereof as specified in the Schedule shall 
be closed to all vehicular traffic including pedal cycles, with the 
exception of those vehicles that are permitted to participate in 
the event and emergency services (including coastguard vehi¬ 
cles) between the hours specified in column 3 of the Schedule. 

The penalty for infringement of this regulation is a fine not 
exceeding £1,000. 

SCHEDULE 1 


Column 1 

Column 2 

Column 

Ci Friday 
2nd 

December 

2011 

The area to be closed is Station Road 
from its junction with Britway Road, 
Dinas Powys adjacent to The 

Square to the vehicle access to the 
Star Hotel (both sides of the Twyn). 

17.00-21.30 

Hrs 


Local diversions shall be in place via The Mount and Britway Road. 
Pedestrian access will be maintained at all times. 

Dated this 24th day of November 2011. 

M Punter, Head of Visible Services, 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, The Alps, Wenvoe CF5 6AA. 


tied the files are still not 
actually deleted, but the 
space they occupied is 
designated as available 
for re-use by new files. 

It is still possible to 
read the files (or part 
files) with recovery soft¬ 
ware until the overwrit¬ 
ing occurs. 

Secure deletion pro¬ 
grammes are available at 
a cost. They overwrite 
the complete disk with 
garbage to ensure all files 
are obliterated; often 
using multiple over¬ 
writes. 

Even so, very sophisti¬ 
cated equipment can 
recover file fragments, 
but home users hardly 
need to concern them¬ 
selves with that. 

Now that external hard 
drive storage is so cheap, 
more and more users are 
storing all their data onto 
one external drive and 
backing up to another 
external drive. As only 
their programmes are 
ever stored on the inter¬ 
nal hard drive, disposal 
of the computer brings 
no data file security 
problems at all. 

The next meeting is on 
Tuesday, December 13 at 
All Saints Lesser Hall, 
Victoria Square, Penarth. 
7.30pm for 8pm. It is our 
end-of-term ‘Chips and 
Chat’ social evening. 
For more information, 
call me on 02920 
708439. 

HOWARD 

DESMOND 


St Richard Gwyn School 
remembers those who fell 


YEAR-10 Student S' 
Council representa¬ 
tives attended the 
Royal British Legion 
Service of 
Remembrance at 
Barry Cemetery where 
they were joined by 
MPAlun Cairns, Jane 
Hutt AM and repre¬ 
sentatives from several 
primary schools, for 
the annual service of 
Remembrance and tra¬ 
ditional silence in 
memory of those who 
had fallen in war. 

At the same time, 
the whole of St 
Richard Gwyn gath¬ 
ered together for the 
Remembrance Service, 
all wearing a poppy, 
followed by two min¬ 
utes’ silence. 



ABOVE: 

A moving display 
of poppies. 

RIGHT: 
Some of the 
pupils who paid 
their respects. 



Alana (aged four) gets to meet 
Iggle Piggle and friends... 


A VALE youngster 
will be one of the 
stars of the Little 
Monster Baby & 
Toddler show on 
Sunday, November 
27 at City Hall, 
Cardiff. 

Four-year-old Alana 
Reynolds of St Athan 
will be modelling in the 
3-5 years category. 

Mum Janine said: 
“Alana is excited about 
the show. She loves 


music and dancing and is 
looking forward to wear¬ 
ing something pretty on 
stage.” 

Young visitors to the 
show can also meet some 
of their favourite charac¬ 
ters. Peppa Pig is open¬ 
ing the show at 10am, 
and Iggle Piggle, Buzz 
Lightyear and Woody 
will be making guest 
appearances through the 
day. 

The show is a one-stop 
shop for everything relat- 



VALE of GLAMORGAN THE VALE OF 

GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

Temporary Road Closure 
Order, Section 16A 
BRO MORGANNWG Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 

LLANTWIT ROAD, 

ST ATHAN 

CHRISTMAS ILLUMINATIONS 

TUESDAY 6th DECEMBER 2011 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Vale of Glamorgan Council have made 
an order under Section 16A Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 as follows:- 
WHEREAS during certain hours of the day and date specified in column 1 of 
the Schedule hereto the streets or part thereof listed in column 2 of the said 
schedule will be used for the holding of a relevant event as described in 
Section 16(A)(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the Council, pur¬ 
suant to the powers conferred by Section 16A of the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984 do HEREBY ORDER AND DIRECT in order to facilitate the holding 
of the event, enable members of the public to watch the said event and to 
reduce the disruption to traffic likely to be caused by the event the following 
regulation shall be observed:- 

THAT, except as provided by the order, the said streets or parts thereof shall 
be closed to all vehicular traffic including pedal cycles with the exception of 
Emergency Services and Coastguard vehicles between the hours specified in 
column 3 of the said schedule. The penalty for infringement of the said regula¬ 
tion is a fine not exceeding £1000.00. 

SCHEDULE 1 


Column 1 

Column 2 

Column 

^Tuesday 

6 

December 

2011 

The area to be closed is Llantwit 
Road, St. Athan between Rectory 
Road and its junction with Llantwit 
Gardens/Warlow Close. 

16.00- 
20.00 Hrs 


Signed diversions via The Square, Gileston Road and Glyndwr Road 
shall be in place and Pedestrian access will be maintained at all times. 

Dated this 24th day of November 2010 
M. Punter, 

Head of Visible Services 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, The Alps, Wenvoe. CF5 6AA. 


ed to maternity, babies 
and toddlers, offering 
parents advice and infor¬ 
mation on what’s avail¬ 
able locally. 

The show is being run 
in partnership with Count 
the Kicks, a charity 
which teaches mums the 
importance of taking 
responsibility of their 
own health and care and 
that of their unborn baby. 

Count the Kicks is tak¬ 
ing a stand at the show 
and will have advisors on 
hand to talk to mums 
about their services. 

Entrance is just £2.50 
in advance or £3.50 on 
the door and accompa¬ 
nied children under 16 
are free! The first 400 
families to arrive at the 
show will receive a free 
goody bag, including 
Pregnacare, Ecover and 
Plum Organic samples. 

Show organiser and 
local mum Jude Cook of 


Penarth, comments: “I 
am very excited about 
the Little Monster Baby 
and Toddler Show in 
Cardiff. Little Monster 
has been running the 
shows in Bristol and 
Cheltenham for five 
years now and at every 
show there is a wealth of 
fantastic local businesses 
that cater to the needs of 
local parents. I’m very 
confident that Cardiff 
will be the same. 

“The success of Little 
Monster has proved that 
there’s a real interest and 
need for regional shows. 
Who wants the cost and 
inconvenience of travel¬ 
ling to shows in London 
and Birmingham when 
you could have an equiv¬ 
alent event on your 
doorstep?” 

For more information 
or to pre-book tickets 
visit www.little- 

monster.co.uk 


Church says thank you 

THE Parish of Penarth All Saints would 
like to thank all those who supported our 
very successful dinner dance with auction 
of promises on Saturday, November 19. 

One hundred people attended and close to £7,000 
was raised for the re-ordering project currently 
nearing completion in the church. 

This will give us the modern, flexible facilities 
needed for much wider use of All Saints throughout 
the week, including community use, and we look 
forward to welcoming the people of Penarth to our 
Christmas services in the new-look church. 

Mel Griffin, Penarth. 


TO LET 

BY INFORMALTENDER 
Office 4 & Office 6, Old Hall, 
High Street, Cowbridge 

Two First Floor Self Contained Offices 

Office 4 - approx 38 sq m (418 sq ft) 
Office 6 - approx 49 sq m (534 sq ft) 
Business (B1) Use 
3 Year Lease 

Applications for Tender documents are now 
invited from interested parties. 

Closing date for receipt of completed tenders’ 
documents is 12 noon, Monday 5th December 2011. 
Contact Sian Cornwell-Shaw, vale of Glamorgan 

Estates Section, 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

Civic Offices, Holton Road, 

Barry CF63 4RU. Tel: 01446 709756. 

E-Mail: scornwell-shaw@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
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PORTHCAWL RFC 
RUE A SERIES OF 
MISSED CHANCES 


PORTHCAWL 14 
CWMGWRACH 17 


FOR the second 
week running, 
Porthcawl con¬ 
trived to snatch 
defeat from the 
jaws of victory, as a 
hatful of missed 
opportunities left 
them losing to 
Cwmgwrach. 

It had all started well 
for the home side as they 
seemed to have exor¬ 
cised the ghosts of a 
poor result at Ban wen, 
and when their positive 
approach saw them deep 
into the visitors’ 22 with 
seven minutes gone, 
they secured the first try 
of the match. 

Following a series of 
well-directed forward 
surges, scrum half Mat 
Roberts dived over 
between the posts for 
Joey Gallifant to convert 
for 7-nil. 

However, it wasn’t to 
last and whereas the 
Seaweeds squandered a 


large amount of posses¬ 
sion by over-complica¬ 
tion in place of simplici¬ 
ty, it was the visitors 
who profited from more 
limited possession to 
secure a half-time lead 
,with two unconverted 
tries, at 7-10. 

Porthcawl were cer¬ 
tainly missing the abra¬ 
sive approach of the 
injured Lloyd Long and 
Gavin Williams, 

although Jamie Fry and 
Ross Broomfield were 
willing workers along¬ 
side Gareth Davies and 
skipper Matt Davies, 
while Ollie Jones and 
Matthew Owen probed 
throughout for scoring 
chances. 

It seemed that the 
home side had steadied 
enough to bring the 
game back into their 
control as wing Louis 
Jones, making a rare 
appearance, used his 
turn of speed to scoot in 
at the comer. Gallifant’s 
magnificent touchline 



ABOVE: 

Nick Nutman makes a break with 
Matthew Owen in support. 

PHOTOGRAPH BY TRACEY WILLIAMS 

from the interception providing a 


conversion 
right hand-hand side was 
a fitting improvement 
for a 14-10 scoreline. 

Having shown such 
composure to slot that 
goal, Gallifant then 
turned provider for the 
visitors as he unluckily 
found eager 

Cwmgwrach hands 
when trying to get his 
line moving, with the 


result-securing convert¬ 
ed try to leave the 
Seaweeds empty handed 
save for a losing bonus 
point. 

Porthcawl will need 
to make far better use of 
possession on the visit to 
South Wales Police on 
Saturday. 

PAUL FIELDING 


Tight margins as Porthcawl 
Youth lose in derby clash 



ABOVE: 

Jack Taylor on the charge. 

Pencoed RFC Youth 6 
Porthcawl RFC Youth 0 

A very young sides top draw and, 
Porthcawl side although it was a low 
nearly pulled off a scoring encounter, it 
great league win was a § reat advert for 
against local rivals youth rugby. 

Pencoed Pencoed are one of 

The young Seaweeds the favourites to win the 
were against a much l ea g ue - 
older side but med a This was the second 
number of missed close game between the 
opportunities that cost sides this season and 
them the game. shows that the young 

This was a great Seaweeds are not that 
spectacle, with the com- far off in their first year 
mitment from both of youth mgby. 



Girls perform well 

PORTHCAWL Athletic Girls Football team 
under-12s travelled to Abertridwr, Caerphilly, 
to take part in the ‘Show Racism the Red 
Card’ Cup. 

The Porthcawl girls were placed in group D along 
with Port Talbot, Cyncoed Black, Coed Dunon 
Dragons and Caerphilly Castle Ladies. 

They performed extremely well and narrowly lost 
to the favourites and group winners Port Talbot. 

Twenty under-12 girls teams from across south 
Wales took part in the Cup completion. 

Girls interested in playing football can call John 
on 0790 8070849. 


Depleted Phoenix fight 
hard against Whitland 

rpr 


THE Phoenix play¬ 
ing resources were 
stretched through 
unavailability and 
injury, and with 
Whitland fielding 
players from a 
number of West 
Wales clubs, this 
proved to be the 
difference between 
the teams. 

The visitors opened 
the scoring after five 
minutes, moving the 
ball well through their 
threequarters to their 
wing, who would 
prove to be a constant 
threat throughout, fin¬ 
ishing impressively. 

Phoenix came back 
through their pack 
and, after constant 
pressure, skipper 
Marina Newth was 
brought down just 
short before the sup¬ 
porting Natalie 
O’Shea dived over. 

Leanne Casley then 
did well with an open 
field catch and drive 
back into the opposi¬ 
tion ranks. Newth was 
again prominent with 
a 20-metre run follow¬ 
ing a short penalty, 
the move breaking 
down with Phoenix 
close support found 
wanting. 

The visitors then 
moved the ball wide 
and scored a good try 
from their wing. 
Despite the good work 
of their pack, Phoenix 
were then caught flat 
behind the scrum on 
two occasions, their 
defence undone by the 
kick and chase to con¬ 
cede tries. 

Phoenix continued 
to do well up front, 
second row Hannah 
Brunskill taking good 
ball against the throw, 
and Newth and 
O’Shea continuing to 
make inroads. 

Casley and Amy 
Stevens, who had 
done well in the unfa¬ 
miliar role of scrum 
half, were both 
stopped just short of 
the line, before 
Whitland came away 
and effectively sealed 



Lauren Robson on 
the charge with Nat 
O’Shea in support. 

the match, again scor¬ 
ing from the counter 
attack. 

To their credit, 
Phoenix came back 
and were a little 
unlucky to be held up 
over the line on two 
occasions. They con¬ 
tinued to attack and 
got a late score from 
wing Hannah Seward, 
choosing a good angle 
to sprint in from the 
22. Jade Mullen con¬ 
verted for a final 
score of 12-29. 

The Phoenix camp 
should not be too hard 
on themselves in the 
circumstances, as it 
was only their sixth 
game at championship 
level, and they were 
fielding an inexperi¬ 
enced back line play¬ 
ing as a unit for the 
first time together. 

On Sunday Phoenix 
host Cardiff University 
in a friendly, 2.30pm 
kick-off, a match 
designed to develop 
further their fringe 
players. 

Phoenix under-15s 
take part in a skills 
development day at 
Maesteg RFC, and the 
day will also include 
10-a-side games. 
Prospective players at 
this level should con¬ 
tact Phoenix team 
manager Michele 
Halse on 01656 
860152. 


Clinical Cowbridge cruise 


COWBRIDGE RFC enter¬ 
tained Blaengarw at the 
Athletic Field last 
Saturday. 

It was a diffcult game for 
Cowbridge in the sense that 
Blaengarw's problems this season 
mean they have yet to win a game 
and so a victory was expected; 
and it proved to be a good per¬ 
formance with a lot of tries being 
run in with some very good s ki lls 
exhibited, but the game in reality 
produced little satisfaction. 

Within two minutes of the kick 
off Huw Lougher succumbed to 
his ankle injury and was replaced 
by Chris Powell who moved to 
the right wing. 

Left wing Liam Rowland 
opened the scoring within four 
minutes and by half time his 
speeding down the wing had 
brought three more. Prop Jon 
Phillips got his first try for the 


club, while sidestepping full back 
Colin Fulthorpe had scored two 
tries within two minutes and No 8 
Ross Llewellyn scored a well 
taken hat trick. 

Centre Huw Llewellyn also got 
on the score sheet and outside half 
Ed Lakin sold a dummy to score 
under the posts. Following strong 
running by cente Ilya Pellegrotti 
Chris Powell got in on the act too. 

Lakin added four conversions 
with another hitting the post while 
Fulthrope also popped one over. 
During the half, prop David 
Popham had to leave the field to 
be replaced by Alun John. 

Within 10 minutes of the 
restart, lively flanker Jac 
Williams had secured his hat- 
trick. Following a good break up 
the middle of the field by hooker 
Rhys Price, centre Pellegrotti 
added his name to the scorers. 

Blaengarw had two penalty 
chances that unfortunately for 


them they couldn't convert, while 
for Cowbridge Williams added 
his fourth try. Rowlands added his 
fifth and Fulthorpe his third, 
while Lakin added two more con¬ 
versions, the last one a superb 
effort near the touchline, before 
the referee got the captains and 
coaches together and a halt was 
called with about eight minutes 
remaining. Cowbridge had been 
clinical and taken every available 
chance. 

We wish Blaengarw all the best 
for the remainder of the season 
and hope they can see these very 
hard times through. While rugby 
at the top level looks very healthy, 
there are struggles going on in the 
underbelly of the game with many 
well known and established clubs 
running into trouble. Blaengraw 
have been in existence for more 
than 100 years and have a proud 
tradition to maintain. 

RV/RK 


Pencoed Phoenix 12 Whitland 29 
Report by Terry Rees 
Photograph by Julie Hancock 


Kenfig Hill 
come unstuck 
at Treforest 


determined mood and 
had Treforest under pres¬ 
sure for long periods. 

Against the run of 
play, Treforest broke out 


AFTER their fine 
4-3 win in an inci¬ 
dent packed game 
away to Troedyrhiw 
the previous week, from defence andlheb 
Kenfig Hill slipped No 10 scored with a free 
up badly last header. 

Saturday, losing at shortly after, they 

Treforest 7-0. bro ^ out a f m ’ °£ y 

tt , . r goalkeeper Roger Barnes 

How different from f 0 give away a penalty, 
hist season when they wh f ch ’ Averted 
- championship- fromthe 

rpenlt qt . r 

This was a little unior- 

wu-i v f Fin tunate for Roger as gen- 
While Kenfig Hill are erall he was s havin s a 

having an up and down A d in al and \ he 
season having lost eight f_ 0 defe ' at di B d not reflect 
key players from last Us efforts 
year s team, Treforest Kenfig Hill don't have 
are in the hunt for the a gam e next week, which 
league championship. joint manager Mike 
They started in fine Duff h will give 
fashion, scoring a goal in them time t0 reflect and 

first J£. seco ? ds a , fter hopefully recover a bit of 
Mike Tiffin played a f orm 

poor back pass into the Kenfig Hill Seconds v 
path of their midfield p or j- Talbot 
player, who then trans- j n w hat was a very 
ferred it to the No 10, tough an d physical game 


had 
winning 
Treforest. 


who rifled the ball into 
the back of the net, leav¬ 
ing the keeper no chance. 


but played in the right 
spirit by both teams - the 
seconds had a fine 5-0 


The writing was on w j n over p ort Talbot, 
the wall after that, and Although Port Talbot 
each time they attacked cause d Kenfig Hill some 
down the right and problems early on, an 
crossed, a Treforest play- outstanding man of the 
er seemed to be there to matc h performance by 
score - goalkeeper Bradley 

However, Kenfig Hill Robinson kept them at 
did create a few chances bay with some wonder 
in the first half, only to saves, 
see their efforts cleared KH also fielded a very 
off the line. At this point experienced midfield 
KH made a tactical with the return of Jason 
change, bringing on p arry , Grant Bloomfield 
Gareth Loye to mark an d Lee Adams pulling 
their star man - a role in the strings. Goals were 
which he excelled. scored by Dale 

Jonathan Tossell was Lawrence, who had an 
moved into midfield and outstanding game, after a 
these changes had the great cross from Jason 
desired effect, with Parry and Tony 
Kenfig Hill looking Pemberton in the first 
more organised. half. 

Nevertheless, half Kenfig Hill came out 
time could not come flying in the second half 
quick enough for joint with goals from Shaun 
manager, Jeff Alden, Willmott, captain David 
who pulled most of his Cormick (penalty) and 
hair out on the side lines. Shaun rounding off the 
With nothing to lose, scoring with his second. 
KH started the second RICHARD SIMS 
half in a much more 
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Young Ath teams look smart in their new kit 





PENCOED’S BRAVE 
LOSS AT ‘QUINS 


THIS was a much 
improved perform¬ 
ance from Pencoed, 
against the 
Division 3 South 
West League lead¬ 
ers. 

Pencoed opened well, 
moving the ball to both 
flanks and almost work¬ 
ing Tom Cross into 
space, with the full back 
brought down in the 
visitors 22. 

The home side took 
the lead in the 12th 
minute with a penalty 
goal from outside half 
Marc Davies, Davies 
then increased the lead 
with another penalty 
following a Quins 
offence at the ruck. 

Both sides then creat¬ 
ed chances, Pencoed 
having taken the ball 
against the head, moved 
the ball left with the 
final pass on the overlap 
not getting to wing 
Richie Samuel, eager to 
increase his try count 
from recent matches. 

In turn the Quins 
then split the home 
defence, only to be 
called back for a for¬ 
ward pass. On 27 min¬ 
utes the visitors took the 
lead, releasing their 
loose head prop down 
the blindside from a 
driving maul in the 22 
to catch the home 
defence unaware, 

Gareth Lewis convert¬ 
ing. 

Lewis then increased 
the Quins lead to 6-10 
with a penalty goal. 
Prior to the interval an 
unfortunate bounce 
denied Samuel, the ball 
bouncing back over the 
head of the player out 
of reach with the line at 
his mercy. 

Play was fairly even 
during the third quarter, 
the Quins hitting the 
upright from a penalty 
with Pencoed clearing 
hurriedly from the 
rebound. 

The Quins were 
beginning to gain the 
ascendancy at the set 
scrum, and following a 
reset scrummage were 
awarded a penalty try, 
Lewis converted. 

Pencoed hit back 



PHOTOGRAPHS by JULIE HANCOCK. 



ABOVE: A desperate tackle stops Pencoed skipper Ken Morris. 


immediately, Davies 
doing well to charge 
down an attempted 
clearance to regather 
and score at the posts, 
and convert for a 13-17 
scoreline. 

The Quins returned 
to the attack and a 20 
metre surge into the 
home 22 from a driving 
maul saw them release 
their players down the 
blindside to cross wide 
out. 

Davies then kicked a 
home penalty with the 
visitors picking up a 
yellow card for a tech¬ 
nical offence. 

Pencoed finished 
well, but conceded two 
turnovers in good posi¬ 
tions, before losing a 
match winning opportu¬ 
nity with almost the 
final move of the match, 


a pass going to ground 
with a try under the 
posts likely. 

Pencoed ended with a 
thoroughly deserved 
losing bonus point in 
this close contest 
against a Maesteg 
Harlequins side who 
have only lost one of 
their last 43 games! 

The Quins magnani¬ 
mous in victory recog¬ 
nising the physicality of 
the Pencoed effort. 

The home side must 
take confidence into 
their home match with 
Morriston on Saturday, 
taking nothing for 
granted after this fine 
performance. 

The 2nd XV contin¬ 
ued their unbeaten run 
with a comprehensive 
48-3 victory over 
Nantyffyllon in the 


league. 

Tries came from 
Ashley Halse, with 
backs Jamie Williams, 
and Peter Carter run¬ 
ning in four, and three 
tries respectively, young 
Williams furthering his 
chances of a 1st XV run 
with some typically elu¬ 
sive running. Euon 
Emannuel also caught 
the eye of observers on 
his return. 

The youth got a hard 
earned 6-0 win in the 
league at Porthcawl, 
Rhys Thomas kicking 
two penalty goals in 
what coaches Nadine 
Griffiths and Dorian 
Russell described as a 
rusty performance fol¬ 
lowing their recent inac¬ 
tivity through no fault 
of their own. 

TERRY REES 


BRIDGEND 
Athletic under-7s 
and under-8s were 
delighted to turn 
out on Newbridge 
Fields in their new 
kit,s sporting their 
brand new spon¬ 
sors for the 
2011/2012 season. 

Both sides have been 
very fortunate to secure 
national companies as 
sponsors for this season 
with the under-7s sup¬ 
ported by 

Confused.Com and the 
under- 8 s supported by 
Lidl UK GmbH. 

Head coach Darren 
Beach, who has been in 
charge of both squads 
since September 2011, 
is delighted with such 
high profile sponsorship 
for both teams and 
would like to thank both 
companies for their sup¬ 
port for this season. 

The new kits bright¬ 


ened up a very misty 
and damp Sunday 
morning on Newbridge 
Fields and the boys 
immediately put the 
new kits to good use 
when the under-7s 
played Ogmore Vale 
and the under-8s faced 
local rivals Tondu. 

The under-7s faced a 
talented and focussed 
Ogmore Vale team but 
in a battle fought right 
up to the final whistle, 
where the onlookers 
witnessed some fantas¬ 
tic tagging, the Ath 
managed to come away 
with the victory. 

Try scorers for the 
Ath were Louis Van 
Rensburg who scored 
two tries, Jacob Lloyd, 
William Furlong, Dylan 
Bennett and Elliott 
Patterson who, on his 
first appearance for the 
Ath, put home two fan¬ 
tastic tries and secured 
himself the man of the 
match award. Final 


Bryncethin 
shine in loss 


A display of guts 
and determination 
wasn’t enough to 
avoid a 21-14 defeat 
for the Bryncethin 
under-lls at the 
hands of Kenfig 
Hill, but they can 
take great heart 
from their perform¬ 
ance. 

Both teams made 
strong starts, with the 
defences having the 
upper hand. 

A special mention 
goes to Josh Napper, 
Finlay Mullens, Scott 
Murrell, Luke Lockyer, 
Luke Thomas and 
Morgan Rimron, who all 
tackled manfully 
throughout. 

The Bryncethin for¬ 
wards were showing 
their power as always 
with Aaron Thomas, 
Rhys Davies, Jak 
Thomas and again Luke 
Thomas making good 
ground. 

Plenty of pressure was 
applied by both teams 
during the first half but 
it was Kenfig Hill who 
broke the deadlock with 
two scores before the 
break. 

The second half con¬ 
tinued in the same vein 
as the first. Keiran 
Dixon, Tomas Jones and 


Daniel Osarigie com¬ 
bined to make good 
ground. 

Unfortunately Kenfig 
repelled the attacks and 
scored a third try. Some 
teams may have let their 
heads drop but the 
Bryncethin boys raised 
their performance up a 
level. 

There were two tries 
from Joshua Thomas and 
with both scores con¬ 
verted by Jack Thomas it 
was a one score game in 
the closing stages. 

More super work 
from Bryncethin saw 
opportunities arise and it 
was only their eagerness 
that saw wrong decisions 
being made and overlaps 
being ignored. 

An excellent perform¬ 
ance by both teams and 
a lesson to be learnt for 
Bryncethin. 

Man of the match: 
Didn’t stop from start to 
finish and outstanding in 
both defence and attack 
- Luke Thomas 

Squad: Daniel 
Osarigie, Aaron Thomas, 
Luke Thomas, Josh 
Napper, Keiran Dixon, 
Jack Thomas, Rhys 
Davies, Finlay Mullens, 
Tomas Jones, Scott 
Murrell, Morgan 
Rimron, Joshua Thomas, 
Luke Lockyer and Jak 
Thomas. RH 


score BARFC under-7s 
7 - Ogmore Vale under- 
7s 6. 

The under-8s played 
a strong Tondu side and 
in a very physical game 
also secured a win. Try 
scorers for the Ath 
under-8s were Cullen 
Loynton, Evan 
D'adamo, Ethan Parker, 
and Evan Beach and 
Gus Patterson, who both 
scored two tries each. 
Final score BARFC 
under-8s 7 - Tondu 
under-8s 1 

Teams: under-8s - 
Morgan Kemble, Oily 
Williams, Charlie 
Cawley, Thomas 
Gardner, Taylor 
Hayden, Gus Patterson, 
Evan D'adamo, Connor 


Lees, Cullen Loynton, 
Dominiko Manaseitava, 
Harri Lewis, Evan 
Beach, Lloyd Anthony, 
Ethan Parker (missing 
from photo Brooke 
Martin, Luke Florence) 
Under-7s - Eoin 
Howells, Jacob Lloyd, 
William Furlong, Harry 
Jones, Edward Neeson, 
Dafydd Pratchett, 
Nathan Walters, 
Matthew Pugh, Harry 
Edmunds, Gabriel 
Brown, Dylan Bennett, 
Louis Van Rensburg, 
Iolo John, Elliott 
Patterson, Jacob 
Watkins, Baylie Hayden 
(missing from photo 
Morgan Czajkowski). 

DB 


Ath under-lls 
edge thriller 


BRIDGEND 
Athletic under-lls 
hosted Tondu for 
this week’s match. 

The game was split 
into three 20 minute 
periods and Tondu raced 
out the blocks and man¬ 
aged to score four tries, 
converting three, to take 
a 26-0 lead. 

Despite the scoreline 
the Ath tackled well and 
put some good attacking 
moves together. 

The Ath’s persistence 
paid off just before half 
time when Teo Fillis 
burst through to score; 
Kasari Mehta converted 
to make the score 26-7 
at the break. 

The second period 
started well for the Ath 
with some great hands 
seeing Megan Webb 
find space to score a 
well taken try, which 
Kasari Mehta converted, 
making it 26-14 to 
Tondu. 

The Ath were assert¬ 
ing a lot of pressure on 
Tondu and Dan 
O’Sullivan managed to 
force his way over to 
score next, Mehta con¬ 
verting to make it 26- 
21 . 

Some great hands 
again from the Ath 
allowed Dan O’Sullivan 
to score in the comer 
and Mehta’s conversion 
gave the Ath a 28-26 
lead. 

The Ath really had 
their tails up and Megan 
Webb managed to score 
in the corner after some 


good passing set her 
free. Kasari Mehta con¬ 
verted to make it 35-26 
to the Ath. 

More pressure from 
the Ath saw Dan 
O’Sullivan crash over 
for his third of the game 
and Mehta’s conversion 
made it 42-26 to the 
Ath. 

Megan Webb scored 
her third of the match 
after being set free to 
score in the corner 
againand the conversion 
gave the Ath a 49-26 
before the second break. 

Tondu kicked off and 
the Ath continued where 
they left off before the 
break with Megan Webb 
once again finding space 
to score her fourth of 
the match. This seemed 
to spark Tondu back 
into life and they man¬ 
aged to score three con¬ 
verted tries before the 
end of the match to 
make the final score 
Bridgend Ath 56, Tondu 
47 

Team: - Jack Obbard, 
Gwilym John, Teo Fillis, 
Kasari Mehta, Ffion 
Revill, Megan Webb, 

Sion Vi gus, Sam Veasey, 
Jack Mustoe, Louis 
King, Lance Bum, 
Brandyn Fookes, Jamie 
Marshall, Daffydd 
Beech, Josh Tidy, 

Thomas Reed, Taine 
Waite, Jack Jenkins, 
William Goodhall, Dan 
O ’Sullivan, Oran Harry. 

BR 
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Games’ chief’s praise for 
Bridgend’s Olympic spirit 


THE chief executive 
of the London 
Organising 
Committee of the 
Olympic and 

Paralympic Games 
visited Bridgend 
County Borough to 
see how the area is 
embracing the 
build-up to next 
summer’s iconic 
sporting event. 

Paul Deighton’s first 
stop was Bridgend 
County Borough 

Council’s Ogmore Valley 
Life Centre where he saw 
examples of how the 
Ogmore Vale 

Regeneration Project is 
linking in with London 
2012 to raise the aspira¬ 
tions of the local commu¬ 
nity. 

As part of this visit, 
Mr Deighton presented 
the local Leap into Life, 
Time Counts and Play 4 
Life projects with Inspire 
Mark certificates recog¬ 
nising their support in 
bringing the benefits of 
the 2012 Games to the 
local area through sport, 
culture, education and 
volunteering. 


Mr Deighton then 
went on to BCBC’s 
Bridgend Recreation 
Centre to view the 
Following the Flame 
exhibition which cele¬ 
brates Wales’ contribu¬ 
tion to the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games 
through history, photo¬ 
graphs, art and sporting 
memorabilia. 

There he met with 
First Minister Carwyn 
Jones, together with dou¬ 
ble world triathlon cham¬ 
pion Helen Jenkins, 
Paralympian Simon 
Richardson and gymnast 
Frankie Jones. 

Coun Mel Nott, 
Leader of Bridgend 
County Borough 

Council, said: “Today 
has been a fantastic 
opportunity for us to 
show case how Bridgend 
is embracing London 
2012 on a local level. 

“Encouraging resi¬ 
dents to keep active and 
lead healthier lifestyles is 
something we are com¬ 
mitted to as a council and 
I am very proud that Paul 
Deighton decided to 
spend so much of his day 
with us to see how the 
Ogmore Vale community 


is using the Olympics to 
inspire local regeneration 
and also to view the fan¬ 
tastic Following the 
Flame exhibition. 

“I am also pleased to 
have recently announced 
that the Torch Relay 
Route will be passing 
through six Bridgend 
county borough commu¬ 
nities in May next year. 

“The forthcoming 
Olympics is a positive 
and exciting event and I 
feel sure that the local 
community will get 
involved in the many 
activities to celebrate it.” 

Mr Deighton, said he 
was delighted to see the 
enthusiasm in which 
Bridgend County 

Borough was approach¬ 
ing London 2012: “It was 
great to see how these 
exciting projects are 
encouraging the local 
community of Bridgend 
to embrace the Olympic 
and Paralympic spirit and 
help ensure that Wales 
plays its part in the 
Games next year. 

“As part of this I 
would encourage the 
people of Bridgend to 
come out and support the 
Olympic Flame when it 


passes through the area 
in May next year.” 

First Minister, Carwyn 
Jones, added: “We’ve got 
fantastic facilities here 
for Olympic and 
Paralympic teams 
preparing and training 
for a variety of sports, as 
well as for other visitors 
to the UK looking for a 
base during the Games. 

“It’s a great opportuni¬ 
ty to attract people to 
visit Wales, bearing in 
mind that parts of Wales 
are just two hours away 
from London. We look 
forward to welcoming 
around 1000 athletes and 
support staff during the 
Games which will pro¬ 
vide a boost to the econ¬ 
omy running into mil¬ 
lions of pounds. 

“It’s also important to 
consider the Olympic 
legacy and how people in 
Wales embrace sports 
and activities during and 
after the event.” 

The Following the 
Flame exhibition at 
Bridgend Recreation 
Centre is open to the pub¬ 
lic until January 11, 
2012. 


Ogmore Vale RFC enjoy new kit 



Bridgend ladies’ 
shield success 


BRIDGEND Ladies 
Hockey 1st XI, 
played Newport 
away in the Welsh 
Shield on Sunday. 

On paper, due to pre¬ 
vious meetings this sea¬ 
son, it seemed Newport 
had it in the bag, but 
Bridgend were having 
none of it. 

The game from the 
start was fast moving 
from end to end, with 
each teams’ errors being 
capitalised by the other. 

Newport scored first 
but Bridgend were a dif¬ 
ferent team in the second 
half, using each other 


and all of the pitch to be 
awarded with a cracking 
goal. 

Everyone was aware 
that a draw meant extra 
time and each team put 
pressure on the defence 

Newport took control 
in the first period, scor¬ 
ing two goals in quick 
succession, but Bridgend 
dug deep with a good 
team effort to equal the 
score 3-3 at full time. 

Bridgend won 3-2 on 
penalties to go through 
to the next round; 
goalscorers: Louise 

Jones, Sian Rosser, Jo 
Poupon. 

BS 


A LOCAL company 
is supporting chil¬ 
dren at Ogmore 
Vale RFCby spon¬ 
soring training tops. 

Ogmore Vale RFC 
currently have four chil¬ 
dren’s teams (under-7s, 
under-9s, under-10s and 
under-11s), with the 
emphasis on fun, enjoy¬ 
ment and participation in 
the sport for all. 

The mini section have 
played 15 matches so far 
this season, with many 
opponents commenting 
on the sportsmanship and 
positive attitude that the 
children display, while 
enjoying playing rugby 
and making new friends. 

The under-7s recently 
had an opportunity to 
play at the Liberty 
Stadium during an 


Ospreys match. 

Ogmore Vale RFC 
have a strong link with 
the Ospreys, who have 
delivered a coaching day 
for the children at 
Ogmore Park, as well as 
Wales rugby internation¬ 
al Ian Evans going along 
to support the children on 
a Sunday morning! 

Gavin Bennetta, man¬ 
ager of Tile&BathCo’s 
Bridgend store is pic¬ 
tured (above) presenting 
the tops to Ogmore Vale 
RFC coach Gavin 
Beckey, together with 
some of the children 
from Ogmore Vale RFC 
mini section. 

For information on 
Ogmore Vale RFC, visit 
www. ogmorerugby. com 
DC 


PYLE YOUTH 
WIN AT PONT 


PYLE youth visited 
Pontycymmer for 
what was an enjoy¬ 
able hard fought 
league game at 
Lawrence Park. 

Passive scrums were 
the order of the day but 
there was nothing pas¬ 
sive about the way that 
both teams played. 

Pyle were the first to 
score, a well taken line- 
out in the Pontycymmer 
half allowed Prop 
Antonio Hamblin to 
power into the 22 where 
some good clearing out 
by hooker David 
Thomas allowed the ball 
to be quickly passed 
through the hands of the 
backs for winger 
Stephen Cohen to dive 
over in the corner. 

From the restart Pyle 
were awarded a scrum, 
and flanker Kieran 
Hooper picked the ball 
up and drove at the 
Pontycymmer defence. 

Good work by the 
other Pyle forwards 
meant the ball was 
quickly recycled for the 
backs to move out wide 
for hooker Thomas to 
appear on the wing to 
score Pyle’s second try. 

Pontycymmer entered 
a period of domination 
after the restart, retain¬ 
ing possession and 
slowly moving towards 
the Pyle try line. 

Two penalties for 
infringement at the 
rucks, gave 
Pontycymmer the 
opportunity to take a 
quick tap penalty, and 
the ball was passed to 
No. 8 Matthew 
Hocking, who broke 
through the Pyle 
defence and offloaded to 
Flanker Nathan 
Silverhorn to score 
Pontycymmer’s first 


points; Hocking added 
the extra points. 

Pontycymmer contin¬ 
ued their domination in 
the second half and 
drew level with a well 
taken penalty by 
Hocking after Pyle’s 
defence were penalised 
for being offside at a 
ruck. 

Both teams had a 
number of chances to 
add to their points tally 
but both defences were 
resolute until Pyle were 
awarded a penalty just 
outside the 
Pontycymmer 22. 

This was quickly 
taken by scrum half 
Josh John who used his 
speed and agility to slip 
through the 
Pontycymmer defence 
to score Pyle’s third try. 

A further three points 
were added by Pyle’s 
outside half Xavier 
Manaseitava. From then 
on Manaseitava pinned 
the Pontycymmer team 
in their own half with 
some well-placed kicks 
to the corners. 

Pyle got their fourth 
try after a scrum in their 
own 22 gave 
Manaseitava time to 
place his clearance kick 
beyond the 

Pontycymmer defence. 

Wing Callum Jones 
chased and was able to 
gather the ball and 
offload to full back 
Rhys Ansen to score. 

Pyle were then able 
to close the game out. 

Pyle’s man of the 
match award went to 
Josh John for his excel¬ 
lent sniping runs and 
resolute defending; 
Hamblin and 
Manaseitava were the 
other players of note. 

HR 


Pencoed beat 
Sports under-11s 


PENCOED under- 
11s started their 
game with 
Bridgend Sports 
well with a quick 
opening try scored 
by Jonathan Carr. 

Things were looking 
good as Mikey went 
over for another, then 
the Sports equalised. 

Pencoed took the 
lead with another try 
from Jonathan but the 
Sports kept coming 
back strong, with some 
effective set pieces to 
score again. 

Pencoed kept in 
front with a try from 
Cael, but after Sam 
went over the Sports 
then came back with 
two more tries of their 
own to equalise. 

Spirits were high 
with the Sports team 
and coaches sniffing a 
victory, but after the 
kick off and pressure 
from Mikey and Tom 
Bending, the final try 
from Pencoed was 
scored in the closing 
seconds for a final 
score of 42-35 to 
Pencoed. 

A hard fought con¬ 


tested win for Pencoed 
who looked under pres¬ 
sure throughout the 
game from a well 
organised Bridgend 
Sports team. 

Newcomers to the 
squad, Daniel John, 
Thomas Whittaker and 
Levi Davies, all per¬ 
formed well, with Dan 
picking up man of the 
match 

Congratulations goes 
to Mikey, Sam, Cael, 
Ethan and Josh for 
making the district 
schools teams 

Squad: Rhys 
Bending, Thomas 
Bending, Michael 
Bosley, Jonathan Carr, 
Cael Chamberlain, 

Sam Costellow, Ethan 
Davies, Levi Davies, 
Tyron Harding, William 
Jervis, Daniel John, 
Owain Johns, Ben 
Jones, Oliver Lewis, 
Connor Mellish, loan 
Richards, Jack 
Rowlands, Josh Sands, 
Rhys Spurgeon, Ben 
Sullivan, Thomas 
Whittaker. 

CB 


Theo meets his 
big hero Ryan 


r 



EIGHT year old 
Theo Gear from 
Bridgend came face 
to face with his 
sporting hero 
recently when he 
was presented with 
prizes for taking 
part in an NSPCC 
Cymru/Wales com¬ 
petition. 

Theo met his favourite 
international rugby play¬ 
er Ryan Jones when he 
attended an NSPCC 
event at the National 
Assembly for Wales in 
Cardiff Bay. 

Theo entered a competi¬ 
tion to design an image 
that represents why he 
loves his sport. As an 
avid player at Bridgend 
Sports Rugby Club, his 
depiction of Welsh rugby 
won him second prize in 
the competition and a 
rare chance to meet his 
idol. The winning image 
(designed by Mairwen 
Sharpe from Wrexham) 
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is now being used on a 
certificate that is present¬ 
ed to sporting bodies that 
achieve the children’s 
charity’s safeguarding 
standards. 

Ryan has been an ambas¬ 
sador for NSPCC 
Cymru/Wales for the last 
three years and is also the 
WRU’s Children’s 
Champion. 

Theo was presented with 
his framed artwork, 
signed goodies from 
Ryan and Lego vouchers 
just in time for 
Christmas. He said: 
"Talking to Ryan was 
fantastic it made me feel 
on top of the world. Its 
not every day you get to 
speak to a world class 
rugby player and the 
advice he gave me will 
really help me feel confi¬ 
dent in playing rugby for 
my team Bridgend 
Sports. I loved entering 
the competition and drew 
what I love to do.” 


Rod is player 
of the month 



THE above photo 
shows Rod Apsee 
receiving a loan of a 
Misubishi AXS 
from Nathan 

Griffiths as the 
Nathaniel Car Sales 
Bridgend Athletic 
October Player of 
the Month. 

It speaks highly of 
Rod’s playing contribu¬ 
tion that he has been 
recognised in the less 
glamorous position of 
prop forward at the very 
young age of 20 for such 
a demanding position. 

Rod has been with the 
Athletic since his under- 
7 s days, playing all 
through the mini and jun¬ 
ior section of the club, 
before going into the 
youth team. 

In his earlier playing 
career he also featured in 
the back row as well as 
prop, which helps 
account for his excellent 
mobility in the loose 
play, as well as a being a 
very strong scrummaging 
prop. 

He was recognised in 
his first season in youth 
and made his senior 
debut aged 18 at the end 


of the 2009-2010 playing 
season. 

While still eligible for 
youth rugby he played all 
the 2010-2011 season in 
the 1st XV playing in all 
20 league fixtures and 
helping the club achieve 
third position in Division 

I West; to date this sea¬ 
son he has played in all 

II league games. 

He was capped at 
Wales under-16 level and 
featured for the Ospreys 
under-16 and under-18 
sides and was an Ospreys 
Academy player from 
2008-2010. 

While studying at 
Swansea University he 
represented the 

University in mid week 
and played in the Varsity 
match against Cardiff 
University at the 
Millenium Stadium. 

He is the son of anoth¬ 
er Athletic stalwart 
flanker Simon Apsee 
while his uncle John 
Apsee, a Wales B 
International and former 
Maesteg and Bridgend 
player, started his career 
with the Athletic Youth 
and Seniors, and now 
coaches the Athletic First 
XV. 
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01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 
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^ Digital Aerials 
H ^ Repairs & Upgrades 
O ^ Affordable Prices 
£7 ^ Reliable Service 

fZ jf ^ OAP Discounts 
^ Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 



VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE INSTALLATION £65 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07772206399 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
COVERING ALL AREAS J 


Barry Aerials 

Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 
28 * Poor Rece P tion Fixed 
' C • OAP Discounts 

9HHPMS T • Additional TV Points 

• Digital Aerial Installations 

• Freesat Installations 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 
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CONSTRUCTION 
Gary Richards 

• New Build 

• Extensions 

• Renovations 

T: 01443 776616 
M: 07815 730480 


ital 

^Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Telephone Adrian on Barry 
01446 747875 or 07999 331160 

01446 420784 • 07970 642537 I 


Will 


365 BUILDING 

& MAINTENANCE 

STORM DAMAGE SPECIALIST 
Building & Roofing Contractors 
(Plus Insurance Work) 

• Carpentry • Plumbing • Plastering • Painting 

• Electrics • Fascias & Gutters • Decorating 

• New Build ‘Tree Surgery • Landscaping 

• Garage Door Repairs • Extensions 

• Loft Conversions • Flood Damage 

• Blocked Toilets & Sewers 
References available for inspection. 

All work done by time served tradespeople. 
Call for a no obligation free quote 

01446 734157 07920 436800 
07825 418757 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

« 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 
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Digital aerials supplied at campetiine prices 
SKY Repairs, adlustiaepts and insulations 
i la Ski * £134 Pi Is YOer Aerial Installer—? 
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Buy 3 blinds for 
the price of 2 



This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 

■ Blinds 

• Shutters 
•Awnings SO/flf 

•Canopies bfinciS 


SOLAR 

North Road, Bridgend 

Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 



VALE BLINDSwa.es, Ltd 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 
» Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 
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BARGAIN 

BLINDS 

■11 


BLIND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEWSHOWROOMS' UNIT3&4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 
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VfiLE CARPETS 

(Zanfcet S&ofc 
(Aat corner to you, 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the co mf ort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 
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GUTTER CLEANING 



01446 741460 
07830 480569 


a&wi 

¥ C&LL 

Carpet Fitting 
Specialist & Carpet & 
Upholstery Cleaning 

Leather suite clean 
& free leather protection. 
Domestic, commercial & 
end of tenancy cleaning. 

07811 395145 

01446732933 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 
Pet Odour/Stain Removal 
Protective Treatments 
Leather suite cleaned & fed I 
| Local, reliable & Profes sional \ 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 
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Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 


hd computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

■ Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 





W If its wood 
VS m ■ we're 

SrpUry wygoaK 

Kitchens •Flooring* Stairs 
Tiling* Maintenance* Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


365 'm 

CARPENTRY 1 


01446 734157 

SEE OUR MAIN 
ADVERT IN THE 
BUILDING SECTION 

“We do it air 


* Septic Tank * 
Cesspit Emptying * 

* Treatment Plants * | 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 



FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


Window Tec UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 
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STADRE 

PAINTING & 


plNTERNAn<ExfERNAn 

I •QUALITYWORK 
I • COMPETITIVE RATES 
I • FREE QUOTATIONS 


07791 752532 
01656 728157 


/STEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 

For a Internal 

Free & External 

Quote ... W Painting, 

V k Decorating. 

Coving. 

JL. Fully qualified. 

4^^01446 795520 
\ 07891 768151 / "* 


“MM PJ CLARKE 


Interior & Exterior 
Including Coving & Tiling 
Free Estimates 
rhoose 

01446 711817 
07985 663798 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable y Jtoma* and 

• Insurance Work Undertaken w rn mmi ,rrinf 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering . commercial 

_. y x ^__ __ /‘free ‘Estimates 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


|D.GULLIVER ft 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


• All Internal & External Work 
9 No job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile; 07914 056255 
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/ RE*FIT 

(Established Family Business) 

IffflTTTTm ©, PlfiffiH 

■ J i r 11 i .l 1 liiiaillil 


Why renew when you can repair! 

Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 
www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines., Tumble Dryers., 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
“S Bridgend 659354 07974 120082 

LAIING 

Domestic, Commercial 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms, Design, 

Installation, 

Maintenance 
N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 
Competitive prices 

Mobile 07980 712777 

Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

yK +— 

Domestic 
I Installer 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 
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INSTAL 

ELECTRIC 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Testing & Inspection 

* Fault Finding * Installations 

* Maintenance * Repairs 


Limited Offer: 
Fuse Board 
Replacement 
- £349 in VAT 



01446421072 

07816091425 


NAPVT 




Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 


APC 


Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 


MPN Windows, your local Network $ 
.VEKAmember is recommended 0 
by Steve Davis ® * $ ■- : 


0% FINANCE 






Bridge 
I Me 

Tree Services 


Bevelled Front Doors £499 

IF ORDERED IN NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 

Window and Door Repair Service 
Available 7 Days 
6 Windows Fitted from £ 1,495 
Composite Doors Fitted from £795 
French Doors from £795 
Conservatories from £3495 
Garage Conversions from £4500 


FREE BLINDS - FREE TV’S - FREE PLAYSTATIONS 


■jinnkn ^ 


I MPN Upvc Windows & Doors 
i 01446 439212*01656 648464*02920 508770 

www.mpnwindows E-Mail: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Showroom at: 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF3 I 
Free conservatory design service available 


3HL 


Opening hours 9am to 9pm 7 days a week 


Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
& FENCING AVAILABLE 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 

NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Unbeatable Prices 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 



Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 744117 


01446 774484 




Wales. Co. UK 


Loose/Bagged Sand. 
Stonedust + 10ml Chippings. 

All weighed with our onboard weighing scales. 


PATIO SLABS from £1 per sq ftl 


Jim: 07724 815725 Chris: 07709 376934 


j Complete Garden Service* 

AND LAINSS • Kim AND IHTKH 

THvpbom: 01446 41942H 

_ mr 07765 611753 

OEsm^.- . 


nmmen lfet» Ivtiiwu Park , Umdm , 

Horticultural m 

Tel: 01446 775602 Fax: 01446 773476 
www.riverlea. co. uk 

(jjHusqvama __ 
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01446 
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The <%r4 


" Ucd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 

• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Stables • Field Shelters Kennels 
Home Offices 9 Log Cabins 




Timber Framing 9 Potting Sheds 
Garages • Show Jumps • Hay Stores 
Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com • e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 



Garden & 
Landscaping Services 






APPROVED MARSHALLS & NATURAL PAVING, DRIVEWAY AND PATIO INSTALLERS 

!i .h m 4. i. u indiih iuai ^ i j 11 h 


Approved 
Landscape 
Contractors 
& Driveway 
Installers 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references and portfolio available 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 


LOGS 

FOR 

SALE 
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Heating & 

Plumbing 

Installation 


COMBINATION BOILER & 
LPG SPECIALIST 
Static Homes - Caravans 
Landlord/Gas Safety Certificates 
Competitive Prices 
Reliable Service 

01446 796263 or 07814 394378 

www.gaspservices.co.uk 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 


302870 


GasCul Wales 


; Boiler Servicing 
; and Repairs 

107980 
> 691565 12564 




mes 


HOME 
MAINTENANCE 

Plumbing, Carpentry, 
Tiling, Painting, Locks, 
Catches, Flatpacks, 
Outdoor Pressure 
Cleaning. 

Free Quotes - Low Costs 

07769 874668 
01446 711008 


Home & Garden Care 
Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


allan*brown 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

Decorating • Gardening • Fencing/Decking 
Plumbing • Tiling • UPVC Repairs 
Laminate Flooring • House Clearance 


01446 793080 or 07740 187613 anytime 


“WHO CARES WINS” 




M W Plastering 
Services 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 07915 390029 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 
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S.M.Vaughan 


HEATING & PLUMBING 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing sSfe 

• LPG Specialists 230141 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 



J P EDWARDS 

PLUMBING 4 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns gay 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


01446 790127 07719 005526 

HUk gtKMkS NO tAU UUI 1 ItAMGt 


r Lewis & Lewis ^ 

Cowbridge 
Plumbing & Heating 
Services 


All gas work undertaken 


All work guaranteed 

Tel: 01446 771398 
Mob: 07966 265912 
V 07966 035781 1 


JOHN 
SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
- -C JV & Tiling 




01446 

794266 


IXflumbmg 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

•» 
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Fairfax & Glover Roofing 


Slating • Tiling • Lead Roofs 
• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
EST. OVER 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.silveyroofing.co.uk 

trnrv • £* Sr?** J 
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365 

ROOFING 




01446 734157 

SEE OUR MAIN 
ADVERT IN THE 
BUILDING SECTION 

“We do it air 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 
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Christmas 

Vouchers 

Available 


Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £9.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 



Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 



Power 
Flush 
Specialist 


Give your Central 
Heating System a 
new lease of life 


Competitive Prices I 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


LANEWISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £30 
First 10 hours 
from £120 

FOR TOTAL 
BEGINNERS 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


Plan your 2012 
marketing - 

call our team 
for advice. 


01446 774484 






Dave The Gas 

All heating and plumbing 
work undertaken, free 
estimates, no job too small 


Tel: 07779 
598844 
or 01446 
421006 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


install! 

SKIP HIRE LXP 

Mini, Midi & Large Builders Skips 

Delivered and Collected 
Discount ONLY on hardcore skips "' 
WASTE COLLECTIONS ' — ' 1 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading 
Estate, Barry, CF63 3RF 

■ =a Tel: 01446421072 


Bonny Tiler 

WaU & Floor Tiling Specialists 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 
Underfloor heating 

www.bonnytiler.co. 

, m 



M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured' 



GAM Plumbing & Heating 

**ft 1T * 01446 735 681 or 07815 Q 97 99 4 24hrs 

Combination Boiler Specialist 

| ^ Annual Boiler Service only £40 

( For all your plumbing and heating requirements^ 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 


Fast, Friendly Service. 


ITAYWARM pIumb?n« 

All Plumbing , Heating & Gas Services 

Servicing 

302 / 

146/ 

Combi Boiler Installation 
and Repair Specialist 

» & landlord certified boiler changes & upgrades 

Gas Cookers and Fires Fitted 
Leaking/Burst Pipes 

Tel. 02920 881358 

Mob. 07794 335053 


Possibly the 
cheapest Skips 
in South Wales 



Open: Mon-Fr 
7am - 6pm 


REMOVE 


V 

REC 

gl 


n 


Saturday 
8am - 1pm 


YCLE RE-USE 


Abacus Skip Hire 

Your local skip hire company 

£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 

100% Wood/Stone/Soil 

£63 
£71 
£81 
£101 I 

£121 0800 
£140 [030 4549 

Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 


2 yard 

3 yard 

4 yard 
6 yard 
8 yard 
14 yard 







Professional, reliable 01446 796582 

and friendly service 07854 168459 




R.D.Tiling 

Services 


Tel: 01656 720446 
Mob: 07747116067 


146 

I67J 


the 

01446 

774484 


Artisan 


TILING SERVICE 

30 Years Experience 
Free Quotes - OAP Discounts 

07838 834864 
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Bellavista Nursing 
Home, Barry 

requires 

Registered 

Nurses 

Full Time, Day & Night 
shift, flexibility essential. 
Annual wages £23k 

Send CV to bellavista 
nursinghome@gmail.com 


Found Cat 

Approx 2 weeks ago 

Black cat with white 
cheeks and chest, 
6/7 years old, 
female, not chipped, 
no collar. 

Sherbourne Close, 
Highlight Park, Barry 

Tel: 01446 410231 



DH Solutions-Cash For Scrap 




Avoid the cell- 

USE A&L! 


A 

4 


tL 








We buy any: 

Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, Scrap Metal etc 


UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 


We will beat any price locally for: Copper, 
Lead. Brass, Aluminium, Stainless Steel, 
Household Wire, Armour Cable, etc. 


licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
\ Engines & Gearboxes 


Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 


BEST mw PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 593732 
07415 851192 


www.facebook.com/semnews • www.twiUer.com/2em news 




WOOD FOR SALE 

lust A 



01874 730329 
07779 730847 


Quality seasoned, part 
seasoned and kiln dried. 
Moisture content below 25%. 

Clean, effective heat. 

Local South Wales Company. 


www.justwoodfuel.co.uk 





JONES 

Arthur James 

Suddenly but peacefully on November 19th in the 
Princess of Wales Hospital, Arthur aged 79 years of 
St. Athan. Loving husband of Sue, very much loved dad 
to Vivienne, Dawn, Wendy and Angela. Dearly loved 
Grandad to Sara, James, Luisa, Daisy, Jack, Joseph, Peter 
and Ruben. Greatly missed by his loving family and 
Mends. Resting at A G Adams & Son, Gladstone Road, 
Barry, until the service on his 80th Birthday, Friday 25th 
November 2011 at 2pm in StTathan Church, St. Athan, 
afterwards to St. Athan cemetery. Family flowers only 
please, if wished donations (Cheques only) to 
Help for Heroes , c/o the Funeral Director. 


Beaumont 

Kenneth 

Charles 

Mrs Margaret 
Beaumont and 
family wish to thank 
all friends and 
relatives for their 
sympathy and 
kindness, following 
the sad loss of her 
husband 
Kenneth Charles. 


TdtEfl 

Barry Waterfront 
One Bedroomed Flat 

Unfurnished, bonds/ 
references required. 
No DSS, no pets, 
non-smokers only. 

£495pcm 
Tel: 07723 369602 




c§E7» 




ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the appropri¬ 
ate amount made payable 
to The Glamorgan GEM’ at 
The GEM, Graig House, 
53 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL or telephone us 
with your wording by 12 
noon Tuesday. All major 
credit cards accepted. Tel 
01446 774484. Advert 

must contain a residential 
land line telephone num¬ 
ber. You may alter your 
advert as items are sold. 
Sorry no refunds are 
given. 


Hardwood 

Futon/Sofa 

with blue patterned mat¬ 
tress £90 ono 
01656 786482 

£7) 


Pine 2 door 
2 drawer Wardrobe 
£55 

Mahogany 
CD/DVD cabinet 
£45 

07974 194165 
01446 795043 (47) 

Building 

Stone 

Offers 

01446 745365 

(45/46) 


Sterling Pearl 
4 Wheel 

Mobility Scooter 

Good batteries, excellent con¬ 
dition, easily transportable 

£350 

01446 794254 

after 6pm (46/47) 


New Leather Frame 
Double Bed 

with new Florantine mattress 

£150 

New Florantine mattress 
for double bed in polythene 

£100 

01656 890489 

(46/47) 


Three seater 
settee & 
two armchairs, 
green & pink 
floral pattern, 
like new - £250. 
01656 657587 
(Buyer to collect) 

(47/48) 


Solid Timber 

BOOKCASE 

Handmade. 95cms wide 
127cms high, four fixed 
shelves, very good con¬ 
dition. 

£90 ono 
01656 665678 

(46/47) 



Who wants to build 
what and where? 


St Andrews Major PCC - 
St Peter’s Church, 
Lettons Way, Dinas 
Powys - fell three small 
sycamore trees to rear of 
church hall. 

Mr John Cole - 
Mayfield, Sigingstone - 
two storey extension on 
rear elevation. 

Mr H Williams - 69 
Boverton Road, 

Llantwit Major 
kitchen extension to rear 
elevation. 

Mr and Mrs John Peter 
Rhys Williams - 
Llansannor Lodge, 
Llansannor - single 
storey extension to 
improve kitchen/living 
area with new utility and 
storage facilities includ¬ 
ing car port. 

Mr Dyfrig John - 11 
Marine Parade, 

Penarth - single storey 
glazed conservatory to 
the rear of the property. 
Mr Philip Holmes - 
Peter Alan Ltd, 
Valegate Retail Park, 
Cardiff - installation of 
roof mounted solar pan¬ 
els. 

Mr Ken Shapley - 3 
Cosmeston Cottages, 
Lavernock Road, 
Penarth - erection of 
three bedroom house in 
rear of No 3 Cosmeston 
Cottages with new drive 
and parking places. 

Mr Steve Simmonds - 
Bay Tree House, 
Colwinston - fell 
sycamore in rear garden. 
Mr Paul Beard - 10 Bron 
Y Mor, Barry - single 
storey kitchen extension 
and pitched roof over 
porch. 


Mr and Mrs David 
Crockford - land at 1 
East View, Twyn Yr 
Odyn, Wenvoe - pro¬ 
posed new agricultural 
building. 

Mr Dave Boy ter - The 
Old Brewery, Eagle 
Road, Eglwys Brewis - 
proposed rear extension 
over existing bar to form 
bedrooms, internal alter¬ 
ations and new ancillary 
building to form micro¬ 
brewery, arts and crafts 
shops and museum. 

Mr Richard Thomas - 
106 Dobbins Road, 
Barry - two storey rear 
extension. 

Mr John Barrowman - 
27 Andrew Road, 
Penarth - two storey 
rear extension and loft 
conversion with associat¬ 
ed works. 

Walters Land Ltd - 
Blackland Farm, 
Bonvilston - change of 
use to pre-training facili¬ 
ty for race horses. 

Mrs Emily Seel - 47 
Cardiff Road, Dinas 
Powys - existing fascia 
sign re-used by applying 
new vinyl text relevant to 
new veterinary surgery. 
Mr Stephan Anthony - 
52 Uplands Crescent, 
Llandough, Penarth - 
proposed single storey 
extension to form family 
room/kitchen. 

Miss Emma Hancock - 
Home Bargains, 

Thompson Street, 
Barry - installation of 
six permanent public art¬ 
work panels along the 
eastern elevation of 
Home Bargains, 

Thompson Street. 


Mrs Ruth Hilary - land 
adjacent 8 Shakespeare 
Road/Milton Road, 
Barry - erection of a sin¬ 
gle residential three bed 
dwelling at the junction 
of Shakespeare Road and 
Milton Road. 

Mr Jeffrey Coates - 17 
Hickman Road, 

Penarth - to renew 
existing wood sash cord 
windows with white 
PVC sash cord windows. 
Ms Amanda Morgan - 16 
Brooklands Terrace, 
Culverhouse Cross, 
Cardiff - two storey side 
extension. 

Mr V and Mrs SE Jones - 
Y Grawndy, 

Llantrithyd - installa¬ 
tion of solar PV panel to 
pitched roof. 

Mr KMoss and Mrs F 
Ruckleadge - Meadow 
Barn, Llantrithyd - 
installation of solar PV 
panels to pitched roof. 

Mr and Mrs Stewart - 39 
Vale Street, Barry - 
proposed loft conversion 
with roof rear dormer. 
Care Inn Ltd - 
Springbank Nursing 
Home, College Road, 
Barry - retention of 
kitchen extract flue and 
air inlet unit. 

Mr Justin Phillips - 4 
Byron Place, Penarth - 
the demolition of an 
existing single storey flat 
roof building, currently 
used as a kitchen and the 
construction of a new 
single storey, hipped roof 
building to create new 
open plan kitchen/diner 
with new utility room 
and downstairs WC. 


Vale MP lines up with 
a Welsh legend 

ALUN CAIRNS MP f 


recently took part in 
a House of 
Commons and 
Lords charity rugby 
match against for¬ 
mer rugby 
‘Legends’ at 
Twickenham. 

The Legends vs 
Legislators match was in 
aid of the Prince of 
Wales’ Pakistan 
Recovery Fund and the 
Vale MP found himself 
on the pitch alongside 
former Wales centre and 
British Lions player, 

Allan Bateman who lives 
in St Brides Major and Allan Bateman with Alun Cairns MP. 
was keen to help raise 
funds for the Pakistan Recovery Fund. 

“During the game, the Legends naturally scored more points, but the match 
was tighter than expected, with some decent play from the Legislators,” Mr 
Cairns reported. 

“It was great to meet Alan Bateman - a fellow Vale resident and rugby 
Legend, who I hadn’t realised lived close-by.” 

NOAH’S ARK 
TOY SALE 

THE Noah’s Ark Appeal Christmas toy sale 
new and nearly new quality baby and chil¬ 
dren ’s toys and clothes will be held at 
Tabernacle Church, Holton Road, Barry on 
Saturday at llam-2pm (Connie Fisher to open 
the sale). 

Admission £1 (bags will be provided). Avoid 
bringing buggies as there are steps at the 
venue. 


The GEM 
is now on 
Twitter! 

Find us at 

@gem_new 

s 



Cadoxton Funeral Home 
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THE COLUMN YOU WRITE 



We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. LETTERS 
AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULL ADDRESS AND A CONTACT TELE¬ 

PHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protect a writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep 
your letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 


Praise for Rondel House 


D ISMAY and disbe¬ 
lief, that was the 
heading on the letter 
in The GEM dated 
October 13, written by 
Coun Claire Curtis. 

We, Couns Janice Charles, 
Tony Hampton and Emlyn 
Williams, could also express 
under the same heading, the dis¬ 
belief in someone making party 
political points at the expense of 
senior citizens and people in care 


and need. Coun Curtis stated that 
we voted to withdraw all day 
care services in Rondel House - 
very untrue and misleading; also 
making the users very uncertain 
of their future and of being aban¬ 
doned. 

To meet the people, Couns 
Janice Charles and Emlyn 
Williams paid a visit to Rondel 
House, met the residents and had 
a very nice chat. 

They also joined in the group 
from the Red Cross, who were 


very happy and very comfort¬ 
able. The rooms are being nice¬ 
ly decorated and the menu was 
that of a first-class hotel. 

Our sincere thanks to the staff 
for the help and comfort they are 
giving to all, and the hospitality 
they showed us during our visit. 
Couns Janice Charles and 
Emlyn Williams, 

Illtyd Ward, Barry. 


Graham and Barbara 
say a big thank you 

W E would like to say a very big 
thank you to all the staff and 
management at Waitrose for 
their wonderful gift. 

Also, a big thank you to the bugler for all her 
help and the brass band for their donations. 

Thank you also to Tim for all his photos and 
write-up about us in The GEM. 

We want to thank everyone who filled our tins 
up with money for the Royal British Legion... And 
Dot, your poppy cakes were yum yum. 

You are all stars! We will miss you. 

Barbara and Graham Davies, 

Ex-Poppy sellers at Waitrose, Barry. 

‘Move air passengers 
to St Athan’ 


Thanks for Poppy 
Appeal support 


B A moving 
some servic¬ 
ing to St 
Athan is great 
news. But why stop 
there? 

St Athan West Camp 
is quite able to handle 
large aircraft, so why not 
move the passenger ter¬ 
minal as well? 

There is a railway line 
running alongside the 
airfield and it wouldn’t 
take much to build a sta¬ 
tion. Why bother taking 
a link road from 
Culverhouse Cross,via 
Wenvoe to the airport 
when, if St Athan 
International Airport 
were to be opened, a 
link could be built from 


the M4 at Pencoed 
through Pendoylan to 
Llantwit Major? 

A massive undertak¬ 
ing, yes - but just think 
of the jobs created in the 
construction industry, 
and the service industry 
would benefit. 

St Athan could 
become a joint user air¬ 
field, with the military 
keeping control of East 
Camp. 

I should think that 
BAA would jump at the 
prospect of a westerly 
airport and if it is built, 
then I want first pick of 
the car-parks at West 
Orchard. 

Dave Adams, 

Barry. 


WISH to thank 
all the public 
houses, restau¬ 
rants, tea rooms 
and shops in the 
Ewenny, St Bride’s 
Major, 

Southerndown and 
Ogmore-by-Sea 
areas, who annually 
allow Poppy Appeal 
collecting boxes to 
be placed within 
their premises. 

The volunteer house- 
to-house collectors also 
do a fantastic job in all 
weathers, and words 
cannot express my grati- 


W ELL, well, 
what a 
reaction in 
the pages of The 
GEM to my letters 
on Welsh rugby. 

Friends, and more 
often foes, make various 
assumptions about me, 
obviously from a posi¬ 
tion of complete igno¬ 
rance. 

Take the letters from 
R J Rees (Llantrisant), 
Anne Moore and Ivor 
Arnold (Barry). 

Mr Arnold concludes 
by saying “The grammar 
school system ... is prob¬ 
ably anathema to Mr 
Short.” Wrong! lama 
former grammar school 
boy, proud of a system 
destroyed by the Labour 
Party. 

Secondly, although I 
came from a football 
region (Derbyshire), I 
had a Welsh mother 
(Royal Welch Fusiliers, 
Wrexham) and have 
lived in Wales for most 
of the last 45 years. 

I have supported the 


tude for their help. 

If you feel you can 
afford to spend a few 
hours once a year col¬ 
lecting for the appeal in 
these areas, I would be 
pleased to hear from 
you. 

This year - on the 
90th anniversary of the 
Poppy Appeal, we had 
an excellent total. 

Sincere thanks to all 
who supported it. 
Marian Lewis, 
Honorary Area 
Organiser, 

St Bride’s Major, 


Welsh rugby team in 
Paris, Edinburgh, Dublin 
and at ‘Twickers’. 

My eldest stepson 
played for Cardiff RFC 
and won caps in goal for 
Wales at hockey. 

Regarding Lithuania, 

I am getting to know the 
country well - it’s flag 
hangs in one of my win¬ 
dows. 

My current girlfriend 
is from Lithuania and 
working in Wales. 
Basketball and ice hock¬ 
ey are the best supported 
sports; football is bigger 
than rugby. 

I enjoy rugby union, 
but prefer rugby league. 

Furthermore, what a 
pity so much money and 
energy is not devoted to 
solving the more press¬ 
ing problems besetting 
Wales and the world. 
Christopher Short, 
Barry. 

FOOTNOTE : This cor¬ 
respondence is now 
closed. 


RECYCLING: 

‘my solution’ 

T O prevent all the small items of 

recycling from blowing around the 
street, why not make use of the 
numerous plastic charity bags, which are 
put through our doors on a regular 
basis? 

I select old ones, which I turn inside out, and fill 
with all the small recycling items. I put it in the 
large green box which all households have been 
supplied with. 

I then use another bag filled with newspapers 
alongside. This works very well, and leaves no 
mess and costs no money. 

Patricia Kirby (Mrs), Barry. 


SHARE YOUR VIEWS WITH 
OTHER GEM READERS 
Get in touch with us at: 
gemeditorial@tindlenews. co. uk 


Footbridge repair delay 

I UNDERSTAND the footbridge in the park 
at Cowbridge is closed for six months. 

Why does it take so long to repair such 
structures? I walk that way three times a week 
to St Cadoc’s. I know it isn’t much further, but 
I find it is a lot at my age. 

Perhaps someone can enlighten me? 

Josephine M Whitton, 

Cowbridge. 



‘Proud to be former 
grammar school boy’ 


NEWS FROM THE BARRY MEN’S FORUM 


Clearing away some of 
the myths that surround 
the Tonypandy Riots... 


AT the last meeting, 
members of Barry 
Men’s Forum were 
taken back in time 
to life in nearby 
Tonypandy 100 
years ago. 

Mr David Maddox, a 
former educational 
adviser, gave a detailed 
talk about the 1910/11 
riots in that town and 
destroyed a few myths 
along the way. 

Our speaker spent 
some time, before mov¬ 
ing on to describing the 
disturbances, in painting 
a picture of daily life in 
this hub of the black- 
gold industry. 

Tonypandy has been 
painted, even in recent 
times by some, as a 
‘Wild West’ outpost with 
little of cultural value to 
offer. 

As David empha¬ 
sised, nothing could 
have been further from 
the truth. Free Church 
chapels were in abun¬ 
dance and their influ¬ 
ence was all pervasive, 
boosted by the great 
evangelical revival that 
had taken place in 1904. 

In Edwardian days, 
Tonypandy was really a 
boom town, offering 

WHAT’S 

ON 

in brief 

Coffee time 
ST ILLTYD’S Church, 
Llantrithyd, is holding 
a coffee morning on 
Saturday, November 
26, at 10.30am-12 
noon. 

It will take place at 
Llantrithyd House, 
courtesy of Mr and Mrs 
Paul Dolan. 

Tickets are £3 on the 
door. Cake stall, raffle, 
mince pies, tombola. 
Bring friends, meet 
neighbours. 

The candlelit carol 
service is at 7pm on 
Thursday, December 22. 
The Holy Eucharist 
service is at 9.15am on 
Christmas Day. 

Age Concern 
festive fayre 
AGE Concern, Barry 
is holding a Christmas 
fayre at the Vale Civic 
Offices on Tuesday, 
November 29. 

It will be opened by 
Coun John Clifford at 
10am. There will be a 
wide range of stalls, 
including home made 
preserves, crafts, jew¬ 
ellery, cakes and many 
more. 

Admission is free and 
there will be refresh¬ 
ments on sale and a raf¬ 
fle; Barry Ladies’ Choir 
performs at 11am. 

All proceeds of the 
event will go to the Age 
Concern senior health 
shop refurbishments. 

For further information, 
contact 01446 732385. 


good wages to incomers 
from many parts of the 
British Isles. The great¬ 
ly sought-after steam 
coal provided wealth for 
the region, and a sign of 
prosperity was the fact 
that Tonypandy had the 
highest birth rate in the 
United Kingdom. 

The town boasted a 
John Lewis store, three 
theatres, booming shops 
and a Shakespeare sea¬ 
son lasting a month 
every summer. 

There were, however, 
problems: Other coun¬ 
tries had started to com¬ 
pete with easier to mine 
seams. Profits for the 
quality Welsh product 
started to diminish and 
mine owners quickly 
started to worry about 
falling profits. 

Miners were only 
paid for the amount of 
coal produced and some 
seams needed prelimi¬ 
nary work done on them 
to make them safe to 
work in. This was dead 
time and ate into their 
wages. 

A gap quickly 
emerged between what 
the miners were asking 
for as a living wage and 
what the owners said 
they could afford to pay. 
In that year, both sides 
were implacably 

opposed and prepara¬ 
tions were quickly made 
for a strike. 

To win, the strikers 
knew they had to, not 
merely withdraw their 
labour, but prevent the 


owners from keeping the 
essential pumping sheds 
from functioning - so 
that the threat of flooded 
mines would force the 
owners to make a better 
offer. 

The chief constable 
was alert to the dangers 
of the situation and took 
robust steps to draft in 
every man he could get 
from his own and other 
forces. 

He expected some 
12,000 miners to 
become involved with 
strike action and huge 
trouble loomed on the 
horizon. The Home 
Secretary, the Liberal 
Winston Churchill, was 
asked to authorise the 
use of troops by the anx¬ 
ious chief constable, but 
contrary to those with a 
poor understanding of 
history, he did little to 
support the chief of 
police. 

In fact, it is now 
known that he told the 
strikers that he would do 
his best to see that they 
“got fair play”. 
Churchill largely kept 
out of it and left the 
question of troops to the 
local authority. 

While the police were 
protecting the industrial 
installations a hooligan 
element took advantage 
of their absence to 
smash and loot the 
majority of the shops in 
the town centre. 

These events attracted 
huge publicity and were 
widely reported all over 


the world. 

The turmoil lasted a 
long time, form 
November 1910 through 
to September 1911, and 
seared bitter memories 
into huge sections of the 
population. 

David finished by 
informing us of some 
interesting additional 
facts: There was the 
apparent distancing of 
central government from 
the turmoil, especially 
by the Home Secretary, 
Winston Churchill. 

Also mentioned was 
the popularity of some 
military regiments sent 
in to keep order. Troops 
from Lancashire were 
known to give out food 
parcels to miners’ fami¬ 
lies. 

On the other hand, the 
police seem to have been 
generally unpopular, 
especially for some rea¬ 
son, those from Bristol. 

Two of the miners’ 
leaders were gaoled for 
12 months and served 
six. 

At the next meeting 
on November 24, Glenn 
Booker will speak on 
‘Two Black American 
Soldiers.’ 

Meetings are held at 
10.30am. on Thursdays 
in the hall of the United 
Reformed Church in 
Barry. 

New members wel¬ 
come. For further 
details contact 02920 
594881. 

MAC TANNER 



Remembrance Day 
walk in Penarth 


VALEWAYS have 
been delighted to be 
involved in the Vale 
of Glamorgan’s 
Library Fortnight 
of Activities by lead¬ 
ing walks from vari¬ 
ous libraries across 
the area. 

On November 11, the 
walk started from 
Penarth Library to 
explore some of 
Penarth’s Victorian past. 
We walked up to St 
Augustine’s Church 
enjoying to the left the 
views of Cardiff Bay and 
the Barrage. 

St Augustine’s 

Church, built in 1865, 
designed by William 


Butterfield, has a beauti¬ 
ful multicolour interior in 
shades of ochre, pink, red 
and cream and is regard¬ 
ed as one of the finest 
Victorian churches in 
Britain, and the 90’ sad¬ 
dleback tower has long 
been a beacon for sailors 
along the Bristol 
Channel. Dr Joseph 
Parry, the composer of 
‘Myfanwy’, is laid to rest 
in the graveyard. 

At 11am, we were on 
the headland to observe 
two minutes silence 
looking across the 
Channel at grey sea and 
sky with just a patch of 
light aluminating the 
islands of Flat Holm and 
Steepholm. 

Passing some impos¬ 


ing Victorian houses, 
homes in the past to ship 
and mine owners, we 
dropped down through 
the Kymin to the pier 
opened in 1895 . 

In its heyday, it had a 
regular steamship service 
between Clevedon and 
Penarth. The Promenade, 
Italian Gardens and the 
Bandstand in Windsor 
Gardens were all part of 
the delights of a 
Victorian seaside resort. 

Returning through 
Alexandria Gardens, we 
paused by the War 
Memorial and then at the 
Garden of Remembrance 
for quiet reflection 
before going back to the 
library for refreshments. 

VAL WARLOW 
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Caring Wendy wins 
prestigious award 


A BARRY woman who had to 
abandon plans to become a 
nurse, has had her outstanding 
work in the care profession 
recognised with a prestigious 
award. 

At the 2011 Wales Care Awards, 
Wendy Harvey was presented with a 
bronze award in the category for 
‘Commitment to Training and 
Workforce Development’, sponsored 
by Educ8 Ltd. 

The awards, which were handed 
over at a ceremony in Cardiff City 
Hall, are organised by Care Forum 
Wales to highlight excellence in the 
care profession. 

For the past four years, Wendy has 
been care supervisor for All Care (S 
Wales) and since completing the train 
the trainer course in 2008, has been the 
group’s training officer, a role which 
gives her much satisfaction. 

For several years, Wendy worked in 
the retail sector but as her daughter 
grew older she fancied becoming a 
nurse, an ambition which she wasn’t 
able to realise when her second child 
was bom. 

Instead, she became a carer seven 
years ago, joining All Care after three 
years. She was nominated for the 
award by her manager - and salsa part¬ 
ner - Emma James, who said she had 
created quite an impression with col¬ 
leagues and service-users. 

“Having worked alongside Wendy 
on numerous occasions, I have wit¬ 
nessed her delivering care in a very 
dignified manner,” she said. 

“She always focuses on people’s 
abilities rather than their disabilities 



ABOVE: 

Wendy Harvey. 

and always promotes independence.” 

Her nomination was supported by 
Amanda Heathfield, who joined All 
Care in 2010 and benefited from 
Wendy’s enlightened training and 
supervision. 

“When Wendy took me out into the 
community for the first time she was 
great,” wrote Amanda. “She made me 
feel at ease while still maintaining 
excellent professionalism.” 

Wendy, who enjoys dancing salsa in 
her spare time, said she derived great 
satisfaction from seeing the newcom¬ 
ers’ progress and gain in confidence 
from their induction, through the men¬ 
toring stage, to coping on their own. 


Dedicated Divas 
of Bryn Hafren! 



HELP FOR 
HEROES 

9DD (Dedicated 
Divas) at Barry’s 
Bryn Hafren 
Comprehensive 
school, are dedicated 
to their work and 
helping others. 

The form decided 
they wanted to raise 
money for Help the 
Heroes to mark 
Remembrance Day. 

The girls brought in 
ingredients and made 
biscuits during their 
lunch time and decorated 
them with brightly 
coloured icing for their 
bonfire theme. 

They made bright 
eye-catching posters and 
put them around the 
school. On the day of 
the event, the girls were 
enthusiastic and worked 
well under pressure. 

Towards the end of 
break, staff and pupils 


were turned away as, 
unfortunately, their tasty 
biscuits had sold out. 

The girls raised a real¬ 
ly pleasing £50, and 
every £1 will go directly 
to helping wounded ser¬ 
vicemen and women. 

Form teacher, Miss 
Diver, commented: “I 
couldn’t be more proud 
of the girls.” 

Year-10 

enterprise 

fayre 

THE theme of 
Halloween was on 
many pupils minds 
when the year-10 
pupils at Bryn Hafren 
organised their enter¬ 
prise fayre in aid of 
‘The Noah’s Ark 
Appeal’. 

Many stalls were 
linked to this theme - 
none more so than our 
winners of the best 
dressed stall, ‘Star 


Dunk’. The gym was 
buzzing as the rest of the 
school made a visit to 
spend their money on 
raffles, name the teddy, 
getting their nails done, 
hooking a duck or enjoy¬ 
ing the wealth of food 
on offer, such as choco¬ 
late fountains, milk¬ 
shakes, cakes and can¬ 
dyfloss. 

The fayre is now an 
annual event at Bryn 
Hafren and we would 
like to say a big ‘Thank 
You’ to all who gave 
prizes for the various 
raffles which helped to 
make the day a great 
success. The money 
raised was £1,067.01. 

So well done year-10 
pupils! Raising funds to 
make other children’s 
lives better, and passing 
your enterprise module, 
which is part of the 
Welsh Baccalaureate 
qualification, is a great 
achievement. LR 


Peterston school’s open 
evening is a big success 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by IAN DIXON 

Mrs Tara Lloyd, the recently appointed 
headteacher at Peterston-super-Ely 
Church-in-Wales Primary School, togeth¬ 
er with governors and the school council, 
hosted a ‘stakeholders’ meeting on 
November 15. 

The evening offered the chance to tour the 
school, and to consider ideas for upgrading 
equipment and for developing the curriculum. 

There was also the opportunity to talk about 
plans to expand and enhance the existing site. 

In her address, Mrs Lloyd emphasised the 
need to build a successful partnership with all 
members of the community, to benefit the 
learning experience and the wellbeing of 
pupils. 


RIGHT: 

The members of the school council. 



Preparing the refreshments. 



The new headteacher, Mrs Tara Lloyd. 
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Adrenaline claims 
top street dance spot 



THE local Motion 
Control street 
dance crew, 

Adrenaline, has 
claimed top spot in 
the UDO Welsh 
Street Dance 
Championships in 
the under-18 inter¬ 
mediate division, 
beating off stiff 
competition from 
21 other rival teams 
across Wales and 
the south of 
England. 

The girls of 
Adrenaline, Rhia 

Dutton, Chaliese 


Ludvigsen, Naomi 
Everitt, Brooke Clark, 
Rhian Dwyer and Kiera 
Davies, have all worked 
extremely hard over the 
past few months to 
choreograph, organise 
rehearsals and mix their 
music score. 

“We were one of the 
first teams to perform; 
we then watched the 
groups in our category 
and were surprised how 
good they all were. We 
didn’t think we had a 
chance of getting placed 
out of the 21 teams, so 
when they revealed first 
place was Adrenaline, 
we were all so shocked 
and happy!” 


Since their appear¬ 
ance on Britain’s Got 
Talent and at the UK Hip 
Hop Championships 
earlier on this year, the 
Barry dancers have been 
committed to their dance 
crew and hungry for suc¬ 
cess, which was evident 
to the judges - Marcelle 
Ward ( Britannia High ) 
and Turbo ( Got to 
Dance). 

This success is a great 
confidence boost for the 
girls as they prepare to 
compete at the UDO 
National Schools Street 
Dance Final in 
Blackpool next month. 

EM 


Barrivale 

news 

RESULTS from 
Barrivale for 

November 8: 

First, Mike Close and 
Mark Roderick - 57.81 
per cent; = First, Noelle 
Bond and Diana 
Kendrick - 57.81; Third, 
Kay Dyer and Betty 
Fewis - 54.17. Noelle 
and Diana won on handi¬ 
cap. 

New members are 
always welcome at 
Barrivale. For more 
information, call 01446 
733425. 

MB 


COWBRIDGE’S UNDER-9 TEAMS 
PLAY VERY LOCAL DERBY GAME 


COWBRIDGE 
under-9s and 
Cowbridge under-9 
Rangers both found 
themselves without 
games for the week¬ 
end so a derby con¬ 
test was promptly 
arranged between 
the two town sides. 

Each side selected 
two individual teams 
thus enabling two com¬ 
petitive games to take 
place. 

Game 1: Cowbridge 
A: Ethan Emery, Rio 
Cotterell in goal, Rhys 
Williams, Charlie Locke, 
Oliver Jarmain, Rowan 


Siebert, Harry Whittaker 
and James Davies. 

Cowbridge Rangers: 
Matthew Powell, 

Carwyn Hastings, loan 
Davies,Phoebe Hogg, 
Noah Nisien, Danny 
Muller and Lucas Reed. 

The game was one of 
energy and commitment 
from all players through¬ 
out. An early break and 
shot from Charlie Focke 
led to a first goal for 
Cowbridge after three 
minutes. 

The Rangers respond¬ 
ed with a strong strike 
from Noah Nisien but it 
ricocheted off the wood¬ 
work. 

A tough exchange of 


Dinas players 
meet Welsh star 
Gareth Bale 



ABOVE: Toby and 
Luke pictured with 
Gareth Bale. 


TWO brothers who 
play for Dinas 
Powys FC recently 
had the pleasure of 
meeting Gareth 
Bale. 

Toby and Fuke 
Warlow have both been 
with the Vale side for a 
number of years and 
were over the moon 
meeting Gareth. 

Their football has 
improved tremendously 
since attending the soc¬ 
cer schools with Paul 
Giles (former Cardiff and 
Swansea player) at 
Feckwith on a Friday 
night. 

He said that the broth¬ 
ers were a great advert 
for the club. 


attacks and sterling 
defence saw Cowbridge 
start to gain the upper 
hand with outstanding 
teamwork and commu¬ 
nication, leading to a 
second goal from Oliver 
Jarmain and a third from 
James Davies right on 
the half time whistle. 

A Harry Whittaker 
corner for Cowbridge 
early in the second half, 
saved gallantly by 
Rangers' goalkeeper 
Danny Muller, lead to a 
pitch length break by 
Carwyn Hastings but he 
was unable to get the 
ball past Cowbridge 
goalie, Rio Cotterell. 
Minutes later on form 
Cotterell saved another 
excellent shot from 
Noah Niesen. 

An exciting sequence 
of Cowbridge attacks 
were successively 
blocked by Danny 
Muller's brave efforts 
with loan Davies, 
Phoebe Hogg and Fucas 
Reed defending 

admirably for the 
Rangers. 

But eventually 
Cowbridge's tirade of 
structured attacks broke 
down the Rangers’ 
defence with two more 
goals from a Harry 
Whittaker strike and a 
long range James Davies 
throw in. 

The Rangers did not 
give up with a succes¬ 
sion of last minute 
attacks but these were 
defended solidly by the 
Cowbridge team to earn 
a final score of 
Cowbridge 5-0 Rangers 
WL 

Game 2: Cowbridge A: 
Harri Howkins, Robbie 


Hawkins, David Harris, 
Heath Webb, Aled 
Leitch, Jack Reilly, 
Henry Adams and Jakob 
Tiessen. 

A fixture was quickly 
arranged with 

Cowbridge Rangers 
under-9s. If anybody 
expected that this would 
make an easier morning 
for the boys, the Rangers 
had other ideas. 

Through a lot of hard 
work and an excellent 
display throughout from 
their goalkeeper, they 
led 1-0 at half time, leav¬ 
ing Cowbridge A puz¬ 
zling on how to break 
down a dogged defence. 

The second half 
proved to be a different 
story without using the 
usual cliche and though 
the Rangers held out for 
much of it, they finally 
succumbed to a well- 
worked goal finished by 
Jack Reilly, who was 
amongst the pick of 
Cowbridge A’s players 
during the whole game. 

The introduction of 
Jacob towards the end of 
the first half really made 
all the difference and 
after further stubborn 
resistance the boys 
scored two further goals 
through Jack R and 
Jacob himself. 

The final score of 3-1 
was probably a fair 
reflection but all credit 
should be given to 
Cowbridge Rangers for 
the way in which they 
defended and their goal¬ 
keeper was undoubtedly 
the man of the match. 

JS 


SULLY SPORTS AVENGE 
EARLY SEASON REVERSE 


SULLY Sports Second XV 
got back to their best by 
taking revenge over 
Llanishen, following their 
first league loss at the start 
of the season. 

Sully, playing up the hill first 
half, opened with a penalty by 
Mike Saunders after the pack took 
control, combining deft off-load¬ 
ing with pick and drives. 

Flanishen hit back with a penal¬ 
ty of their own, but Sully started to 
up the tempo with flanker Harry 
Moyle grabbing the first try after 
great yards were made by debutant 
centre Shaun Atkinson. 

Sully started to turn the screw 
in the scrum, which brought the 
next score by No.8 Justin Di 
Tomaso after a pick up down the 
blind side. 


Di Tomaso then doubled his try 
count thanks a great pushover by 
the pack, who had their opponents 
under a great deal of pressure in 
the tight. 

Scrum half Craig Handley 
added another just before half time 
and, now playing down the slope, 
Sully Sports started to attack at 
every opportunity, with clever 
positional kicking and great ball 
retention. 

The try count started to rack up, 
coming from the midfield with 
centres Peter Mees and Shaun 
Atkinson grabbing a try apiece, 
plus Marv Cordle, coming on for 
Mees, breaking through the 
defence to touchdown. 

Harry Moyle added two more to 
complete his hat-trick through 
some outstanding support play. 

Craig Handley collected anoth¬ 


er, thanks to great sniping and an 
eye for the line. 

The remaining points came 
from the boot of Dougie Powell, 
who converted three of the tries. 

The result was down to an out¬ 
standing team effort, great attitude 
and discipline that had been lack¬ 
ing of late, with some great ball 
carrying by both props Dan 
Stillman and Ishmael Yasin, plus 
excellent graft from club stalwart 
Paul Miller. 

Team:N Allsop, M Stingl, S 
Atkinson, P Mees (captain), D 
Weston, M Saunders, C Handley, 
D Stillman, J Newland, I Yasin, M 
Angove, P Miller, J Moyle, H 
Moyle, J Di Tomaso. 

Replacements: A Wakefield, I 
Moore, L Walters, D Powell, M 
Harkin, M Cordle, S Stanford. 

JDT 


Barry ladies battle against 
the odds but come up short 


BARRY Ladies 
travelled away on 
Sunday knowing 
this was going to be 
their sternest test to 
date against table 
topping Gwernyfed. 

This was not helped 
by losing three players at 
the final hour to sickness 
and starting the match 
with 14 players. 

The Barry defence 
was tested by a mobile 
home pack with young 
and fast backs. 

The Bombettes 
defence was outstanding 
snuffing out wave after 
wave of Gwernyfed 
attacks by forwards and 
backs alike. 

After 10 minutes the 
Barry side grew in confi¬ 
dence and, using both 
backs and forwards 
began to win ball and 
realise that they could 
attack just as well as the 
home side. 

The Barry side held 
their own for 25 minute 
before allowing the home 
side, with a player advan¬ 
tage, any score. 

You could sense the 
relief from crowd and 
home side alike when 
they actually scored their 
first try, duly converted. 

Barry heads didn’t go 
down and they continued 
to put in some crunching 
defensive tackles. 

The Gwernyfed back 
row (consisting of two 
Blues players) were 
causing problems for the 
Barry defence and from a 
quick pick up, the home 
No 8 was brought down 
close to the line, only for 
quick recycling to allow 
another home try. 

Barry then played 
some of their best rugby 
with centres Jones and 
Yapp smashing holes 
through the home 
defence. 

Gwernyfeds indisci¬ 
pline allowed Rees to 
kick to within eight 
metres of the home try 
line. A planned front line 
out move narrowly failed 
with a Barry knock on. 

The resulting scrum 
allowed Gwernyfed to 
clear their lines and the 
final 10 minutes ended 
with Barry up to 15 with 
special thanks to Byles 
for making the long way 
there after having the 
telephone call. 


Gwernyfed then won a 
penalty and chose to kick 
from in front of the posts. 
The kick went under but 
an uncharacteristic knock 
on, in the Barry dead ball 
area, allowed the home 
side a five metre scrum. 
This resulted in the Blues 
No 8 crashing over. The 
conversion was a formal¬ 
ity and the half time 
whistle went with Barry 
trailing by 21 points. 

The second half 
showed more dogged 
Barry defence but the 
home side gained another 
try through their speedy 
winger. 

It was only when 
Barry lost their full back 
and debutant Hill with a 
knee injury that they 
scored again. 

Then, with Barry fur¬ 
ther losing Byles, and 
down to 13 players, the 
home side scored two 
more tries. 

A moment of pure 
comedy ended with 
Barry hooker Phillips 
heading the ball into the 
hands of the grateful and 
bemused Gwernyfed 
centre, allowing her to 
sprint through unop¬ 
posed. 

This gave a gloss to 
the home side score, 
which was undeserved 


by the Barry Fadies. 

Special mention also 
goes to winger Nation 
playing her first game 
back after two seasons 
and Morgan, who stuck 
to her defensive duties 
with relish. 

Despite losing by 45 
points, Barry showed a 
new sense of resolve and 
being one player down 
for almost half the game, 
true battling qualities. 

Barry’s woman of the 


match was Rebecca 

Boffy while Gwernyfed 
choose Kim Jones 
Team: Hill, Morgan, 
Yapp, Jones, Rees, 

Bannister, Nation, Cole, 
Boffy (captain), Cunniffe, 
Byles, Eidmans-Ford, 

Richards, Philips and 
Home. 

Many thanks to the 
supporters who travelled 
up to support and encour¬ 
age the team. 

RB 


Ramblers chief’s 
boots are ready 


OGMORE Huw 
Irranca-Davies was 
elected president of 
the Glamorgan area 
of Ramblers Cymru 
recently. 

The keen rambler 
addressed the group on 
varying issues, including 
the environment, and 
attended the presentation 
to retiring Welsh 
Ramblers chairman, 
Richard Floyd Jones. 

The MP commented: 
“Speaking after the 
event, Huw said: 
“Ramblers Cymru and 
Ramblers throughout the 


UK have a deserved rep¬ 
utation for their promo¬ 
tion of walking at a local 
level, but also for their 
powerful advocacy at a 
national level in Wales 
and the UK to inform 
policy-making. 

“I am looking forward 
to working with local 
Ramblers, Ramblers 
Cymru and Ramblers 
across the UK in my time 
as president of the 
Glamorgan area, to pro¬ 
mote the interests of 
walking across the 
region, and across Wales 
and the UK. I’ve my 
walking boots and ready 
to go!” 


Dancing feet seals win 
for Llantwit under-lls 


LLANTWIT Major under-lls 
made its two wins on the 
bounce after a thrilling game 
at the Rec. 

The in-form side played host to Old 
Penarthians on Sunday and went out 
all guns blazing like they did against 
Taffs Well a week earlier. 

The game started slowly, with both 
sides competing well in the break¬ 
down but Flantwit started to use their 
heads and used the pick and drive to 
suck in the Old Pens’ defence. 

It wasn’t long before Llantwit 
crossed the line in the shape of second 
row Joseff Harris who bundled over 
the line, and Harris then went over 
again. 

Llantwit then fell asleep just before 
half time and allowed Old Pens to 
steal a try just before half time. 

In the second half Llantwit started 
sluggishly, while Old Pens made a 
couple of changes and hit back to take 
score to 14-12 to the visitors. 

Ryan Jones and Rhys Roberts were 
rock solid in defence and Joss Harris, 
Bruno Jeziorski and captain Henson 
started hitting the Pens’ defence. 


A fast ball to Llantwit’s backline 
saw a half break from centre Jac 
Wisenden, who fell just short of the 
line, but a superb pick up from second 
row Brandon Hughes drove through 
the defence and crossed the whitewash 
to give Llantwit back the lead. 

Iwan Robinson-Booth outpaced a 
tired Old Pens defence to put the score 
to 24-14 to the home side and then 
Padmore scored a try of individual 
brilliance; side-stepping three players 
and outpacing the fullback and winger, 
he barged his way over the line. 

A superb victory and excellent 
effort by all the boys. Men of the 
match went to three players - Liam 
Padmore, Brandon Hughes and Rhys 
Roberts. 

We are still looking to recruit play¬ 
ers so if you or someone you know is 
interested in playing rugby for 
Llantwit Major at any age group 
please contact Martin Pilcher on 
07854 246828. 

We also run a rugby tots for players 
aged two-to-six. Contact Tim Jones on 
07876 567509. 

KP 
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Presentation night at 
Brynhill Golf Club 



Club champion Sam Pascoe with Superbowl winner 

lady captain, Robbie Lee. Jan Robertson. 



Lady golfer of the year Julie Harkin show¬ 
ing the trophy to her parents. 


ON the evening of November 12, the 
Brynhill clubhouse was packed with 
members for the annual club presentation 
night. 

As it was Remembrance weekend, the proceed¬ 
ings began with a two-minute silence. 

Trophies were presented by lady captain Robbie 
Lee to winners and runners-up in the ladies section. 

This year, three ladies seemed to dominate the 
proceedings. Jane Phillips collected five trophies, 
including the Winifred Clode Cup and the 
Millennium Plate. 

Gemma Evans was runner-up in the club champi¬ 
onship, winner of the Peggy Lane Cup and the 
Waterford Crystal Vase. 

Finally, Jan Robertson was the winner of the 
Barry and District News Cup; Vets Silver Salver; 
Superbowl and Parkstone Cup. 

Others collecting prizes included Lynda Lloyd 
winning the John Collins Cup and the Lady Reardon 
Smith Silver Salver, paired with Liz Taylor. 

Sheila Williams won the Rose Bowl Par, and with 
Robbie Lee, collected the Four-ball Better Bah tro¬ 
phy. 

The Jenny Williams trophy, given at the lady cap¬ 
tain’s discretion, was awarded to committee member 
and ladies press officer, Jenny Pateman, for ‘keeping 
Brynhill in the spotlight’. 

The prestigious Lady Golfer of the year trophy is 
awarded to the season’s most consistent player. 
Points are accrued for top 12 placings in ah the 
major singles competitions. This year’s winner was 
popular club member Julie Harkin. 

The presentation of the men’s trophies by club 
captain Steve Jones followed and then, in time hon¬ 
oured tradition, the cups were filled with beverages 
and passed around for toasts. 

The evening ended with a disco and a good night 
was had by all! JP 



Lady Reardon Smith 
Silver Salver win¬ 
ners - left to right: 
Liz Taylor and 
Lynda Lloyd. 



Jenny Williams 
trophy winner, 
Jenny Pateman. 



Winifred Clode Cup Peggy Lane Cup 
winner Jane winner Gemma 

Phillips. Evans. 



Rabbits and Tigers winners, left to right: 
Margaret Codd and Lynda Lloyd. 


Cowbridge under-11s’ 
unbeaten run is ended 


COWBRIDGE 
under-lls suffered 
their first defeat of 
the season in con¬ 
troversial style 
away to St Peters 
RFC. 

The boys got off to a 
poor start with some 
weak tackling, allowing 
the home team’s for¬ 
wards to run through 
the middle of the 
Cowbridge defence vir¬ 
tually straight from the 
kick-off. 

The boys responded 
immediately with a 
characteristic try from 
strong-running Reuben 
Williams. The team then 
got into their usual 
rhythm of forwards pro¬ 
ducing good quick bah 
for loan and Evan to 
dictate the play. 

After a five metre 
scrum, Cowbridge took 
the lead with a well 
worked backs move, 
allowing loan to feed 
Evan who threw an 
excellent long pass off 
his left to put Tom 
Humphreys in at the 
corner. Bamy followed 
this with a traditional 


side stepping run 
through the middle of 
the St Peters defence, 
making the score 15-5 
to Cowbridge. 

The boys now 
seemed to be getting on 
top of their opposition 
and playing some excel¬ 
lent rugby. However, St 
Peters got back into the 
game with a try of their 
own following a long 
series of tap penalties 
just short of the 
Cowbridge line. 

After the fifth tap 
penalty the Cowbridge 
defence finally suc¬ 
cumbed, making the 
score Cowbridge 15 St 
Peters 10. 

Straight from the 
kick-off, St Peters lev¬ 
elled the game with a 
try, following some 
weak tackling by the 
Cowbridge defence. 

However, at the next 
restart, it was the 
Cowbridge team’s turn 
to score straight away. 
Evan collected the kick 
off from just inside his 
own 22 and with a few 
side steps and extra 
pace, defeated the 
whole of the St Peters 
team without a hand 


being laid on him - a 
brilliant individual try. 

In open play the 
Cowbridge team 
seemed to be by far the 
better team; however, 
once again the penalty 
count went against 
Cowbridge, and St 
Peters evened the game 
up with a try right on 
half time 20 - 20. 

The second half 
turned into a more diffi¬ 
cult time for the boys. 
They got penalised at 
each breakdown or 
tackle. The boys 
defended their hearts 
out, with Harry 
Edwards pulling off 
some fantastic last gasp 
tackles. 

However, the St 
Peters’ tap penalty 
moves were getting lots 
of practise and eventu¬ 
ally they crossed the 
line to take the lead 25 
- 20. The Cowbridge 
team re-grouped and got 
their game back on 
tracks with a great team 
try. They moved the St 
Peters team from one 
side of the pitch to the 
other, before Bamy 
found himself in some 
open space and out¬ 


paced the tiring St 
Peters defence to make 
it 25 - 25. 

St Peters regained the 
lead with their sixth try 
of the game. By this 
stage of the game the 
Cowbridge team were 
nervous about their 
style of tackling or their 
ability to go for any ball 
in the breakdown area. 

Consequently, St 
Peters scored their sev¬ 
enth try of the game and 
went ahead 35 -25. 
With only a minutes 
remaining, the 
Cowbridge team did not 
let their heads drop and 
continued to play ah the 
rugby, resulting in loan 
going over for what 
turned out to be the last 
try of the game. 

In the last few sec¬ 
onds the boys could 
have made a dramatic 
draw but the ball would 
just not go to hand for a 
final score of 35-30 

Well done boys, we 
are all very proud of 
you. 

A fantastic effort was 
put in by all, in very dif¬ 
ficult circumstances. 

GJ 



CRICKET 
NIGHT A 
SUCCESS 



Sam Wood receiving his trophy 
from Tony Cottey 

COWBRIDGE Cricket Club held their 
annual dinner on November 12, with the 
well-known Glamorgan player Tony 
Cottey as the guest speaker. 

He enlivened everyone with his memories of 
first class cricket, both humorous and serious, 
especially playing with giants like Viv Richards. 

The event was, as usual, a great success and it 
is hoped that more local cricketers will join the 
club by accessing the website www.cowbridge- 
cricket.co.uk. DW 


ABOVE: 

The winners’ table from left to right, 
Harri Collier: CH Adams Young Player of 
the Year, Sam Wood : The H Trophy 1st XI 
Player of the Year, Chris Brace : a top per¬ 
former sadly kept out by injury, Sean 
Rowland: The ‘Ben Wright ’ Trophy - For 
Club County and Beyond, Matthew 
Keating: last year ’ s winner of the same 
award. 


Hannah’s 
medals haul! 

Local schoolgirl 
Hannah Harvey, 
took Italy by storm 
earning herself 
gold, silver and 
three bronze 
medals at the 
WTKA World 
Championships, in 
Italy. 

Hannah (15) and a 
student of Bryn Hafren 
Comprehensive School, 
trains with Storm 
Kickboxing Academy in 
Ebbw Vale, Cardiff and 
Aberdare. 

Hannah was one of 15 fighters to attend the event, 
and the club, who represented Wales, achieved in 
total, 31 gold, 19 silver and seven bronze medals 
along with a further eight championship belts. 

Chief instructor, Shaun Brace,, Said: “I am really 
proud of ah my fighters, they are dedicated, focused 
and train extremely hard. It’s at events such as this 
that their hard work is rewarded.” 

Anyone wishing to join Storm and their winning 
team, can contact Shaun Brace on 07773 032207. 
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COWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL SPORTS ROUND-UP 


Year-8 rugby team just miss out on victory 


ON November 14, 
the Cowbridge 
year-8 rugby team 
played Stanwell in a 
closely fought 
game. 

Coming off the back 
of a heavy defeat to Bro 
Morgannwg, Cowbridge 
had to raise their game if 
they were going to stand 
any chance in this match. 

Both teams started 
brightly, with some big 
tackles and strong runs 
being made, from the 
outset it was clear that 
the two teams meant 
business. 

The first try went to 
Stanwell, who managed 
to score in the corner 
from some lovely hands 
across the line. 

Cowbridge’s defence 
was tremendous, and 
they were not giving 
Stanwell an inch of 
space. 

For the second try to 
be scored a bit of luck 
was needed. The 
Stanwell fullback put in 
an up and under which 
landed on the Cowbridge 
try line, but with the luck 
on their side, the ball 
took a wicked bounce 
and went straight into the 
hands of the fullback 
running through. 

With 10 minutes left 
in the first half, Joe Nott 
received a yellow card 
for pulling a Stanwell 
player back. 

With only 14 men on 
the field, Stanwell took 
advantage of this, and 
scored another try close 
to half time, which was 
very nearly held up by 
some excellent work 
from James Holden. 

In the second half, and 
with Cowbridge back to 
full strength, they started 
the second half the bet¬ 
ter. 

Dan Bunny was mak¬ 
ing some storming runs 


through the midfield, 
Sean Davies was show¬ 
ing his pace on the wing, 
and James Holden and 
Duncan Ace were mak¬ 
ing sure possession was 
maintained at all times. 

Cowbridge were pro¬ 
ducing some well organ¬ 
ised phases of play, and 
after about five minutes 
of continuous pressure, 
the Stanwell defence 
gave way and Joe Nott 
burst over the line. 

After this, Stanwell 
ran in two tries, one 
which was again nearly 
held up by James 
Holden, and another 
from a great run by the 
Stanwell winger. 

Stanwell were always 
looking dangerous with 
their well organised 
attack, but the grit and 
determination of the 
Cowbridge players 
would not let them pass. 

The rest of the half 
was even, with both 
defences staying solid. 
At the end of the match, 
the scores finished 27- 5, 
but the it did not reflect 
the match that was 
played. 

Stanwell were a very 
good team, with some 
big players, but no one 
took a backward step and 
the team wore their 
hearts on their sleeves 
for the full 80 minutes - 
great performance! 

Player of the match: 
James Holden. 

Football 

ON November 16, the 
year-7 football team 
played a very strong 
Llanishen team, at 
home. 

With both teams win¬ 
ning their quarter final, 
the teams met in the 
semi-finals of the Welsh 
Cup, started the game 
well, but it was apparent 
from the start that this 
game was going to be a 
fight to the bitter end. 


COWBRIDGF CAR BUYER 
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Llanishen settled into 
the game straight away, 
and were creating a num¬ 
ber of chances. 

Without Cowbridge’s 
strong defence, Ellis 
Llewellyn’s goal would 
have surely been 
breached. After a corner, 
the ball was turned into 
the back of the net, and 
with a bit of luck, 
Llanishen were 1-0 up. 

Cowbridge then start¬ 
ed to get into the game, 
Oliver Cooper and Dan 
Williams working tire¬ 
lessly up and down the 
flanks, causing a lot of 
problems for the 
defence. 

In the second half 
Cowbridge started to 
click, and were the better 
team. 

Rhydian Williams was 
providing some superb 
passes for Dan, Oliver, 
Morgan Gore, Moses 
Gee and Rhys Bradsaw, 
and Cowbridge were 
looking dangerous. 

No matter how hard 
they tried, the ball would 
not go into the goal for 
Cowbridge, and the final 
whistle blew, and the 
game was lost. 

With this performance 
year-7, especially in the 
second half, did not 
deserve to go away 
empty handed. 

Well done boys, you 
unlucky today. 

Player of the match: 
the whole team. 

Soccer 

TH E school senior soc¬ 
cer team lost 4-3 on 
penalties to St David’s 
College in the quarter 
final of the Welsh Cup. 

The result was devas¬ 
tating to captain James 
Williams and the play¬ 
ers, who had worked 
really hard to put them¬ 
selves into a two goal 
lead with less than ten 
minutes to go. 

Early goals from Tom 
Mawhinney and Adam 
Roscrow put the school 
side into a commanding 
lead against the cup 
favourites. 

There were some 
great performances from 
Lewis Cartlidge 

Llewellyn, Stewart 
Fleming and Corey 
Gorman. 

However, with less 
than eight minutes to 
play, St David’s were 
awarded a very dubious 
penalty which they easi¬ 
ly converted to give 
them a taste of victory. 

Despite Cowbridge 
holding a fine shape and 
still threatening at the 
other end, St David’s 
scored with less than two 


minutes left on the clock. 

The shift in momen¬ 
tum was devastating for 
the school side and heads 
dropped as the referee 
blew the full time whis¬ 
tle, taking the game to a 
penalty shoot out. 

With Matthew Jacka 
hitting the post with the 
first penalty St David’s 
took advantage and went 
on to win the game 4-3. 

All the players have 
improved massively 
since the opening game 
against Plasmawr. 

As well as improving 
in terms of organisation 
and skill levels, it was 
really pleasing to see the 
players represent the 
school with high levels 
of sportsmanship; well 
done boys! 

Hockey 

THE under-18 hockey 
team played against 
Radyr in the first 
round of the county 
tournament. 

After 10 minutes of 
play Rachel Bradshaw 
scored two quick goals 
with good work through¬ 
out the attack of Katie 
Howson, Molly 

Llewellyn, Izzy Eddy 
Williams, Emily 

Hopkins and Laura 
Smith. 

Substitute Eliza Smith 
came on and scored her 
first senior goal before 
half time. 

After half time, Katie 
Howson scored a hatrick 
making the final score 6- 
0. 

Special mention must 
go to the defence of Amy 
Taylor, Lowri Davies, 
Bethan Moorcraft and 
Laura Howells for excel¬ 
lent play; Cowbridge 
now go into the final. 

Player of the match: 
Rachel Bradshaw. 

Netball 

A COMBINED year-11 
and senior netball team 
consisting of Molly 
Sander (GS), Mairi 
Boxall (GA), Olivia 
Brooks (WA), Lily Crane 
(C), Liz Whitehouse 
(WD),Caitlin Allin (GD) 
and Bethan Sloan (GK) 
played a senior Bro 
Morgannwg team away 
on November 16. 

The Cowbridge girls 
gelled together well with 
some excellent linking 
play between Olivia 
Brooks at WA and Lily 
Crane at C, enabling 
them to successfully feed 
the circle. 

Mairi Boxall at GA 
kept up an excellent 
shooting average and 
Cowbridge led 7-3 at 
half time. 

In the second half, the 
girls set themselves a tar¬ 


get of reaching 15 goals 
and began well as Caitlin 
Allin secured an inter¬ 
ception to turn the ball 
over taking the score to 
8-3. 

Bethan Sloan asserted 
her height in the circle as 
GK to win some excel¬ 
lent tips, which Liz 
Whitehouse was able to 
pick up on the edge of 
the circle as WD and 
deliver down the court to 
the attacking players. 

A controlled and 
steady performance saw 
Cowbridge achieve their 
target and secure a 15-7 
win - well done girls! 

Player of the match: 
Lily Crane and Mairi 
Boxall. 

A combined year-10 
and 11 Cowbridge team 
then played against Bro 
Morgannwg’s year-11 
team, in a closely fought 
game. 

Jo Wilkins at GS, 
Nancie Edwards at GA, 
Hannah Taylor at WA, 
Anna Wynne at C, 
Naduni Jayasinghe at 
WD, Isobel Armour at 
GD and Siriol Mitchell 
at GK took a while to 
find their stride and 
secure points on the 
board. 

As they settled into 
the game, they cut out 
silly errors, reverted to 
basic netball and were 
able to successfully play 
for possession. 

They lead 3-1 at half 
time. 

In the second half 
Isobel Armour at GD and 
Siriol Mitchell at GK 
worked tirelessly to pick 
up lose ball in defence 
and Anna Wynne at C 
and Naduni Jayasinghe 
at WD were able to bring 
the ball successfully out 
of defence to facilitate 
goal scoring opportuni¬ 
ties. 

Hannah Taylor at WA 
and Nancie Edwards at 
GA played some lovely 
1-2’s to quickly get the 
ball into the circle and 
the accuracy of Jo 
Wilkins at GS saw 
Cowbridge close out the 
game with an 8-6 win. 

A great team perform¬ 
ance, well done girls. 

Player of the match: 
Nancie Edwards. 

The year-9 and 10 net- 
ball team entered the 
Welsh Urdd tournament 
held at Talybont on 
Thursday, November 17. 

The girls were drawn 
in a strong pool against 
Cwm Rhymni, Gwyr, 
Dyffryn Aman and Pen- 
Y-Dre and achieved the 
following results: 

Cowbridge 6 - Dyffryn 
Aman - 4 (win); 
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Cowbridge 7 - Cwm 
Rhymni - 6 (win); 

Cowbridge 2 - Pen-y-dre 
- 6 (lost); Cowbridge 3 - 
Gwyr - 11 (lost). 

As a result, the girls 
came a respectable sec¬ 
ond in their pool, but 
unfortunately as only 
one team per pool went 
through to the semi 
finals, that was as far as 
we could progress in the 
competition. 

Well done to all the 
girls - Lydia Hitchings, 
Jo Wilkins, Kim 
Jerwood, Megan 

McNamee, Hannah 
Woodward, Annabel 
Curie, Hannah Lister- 
Sims, Olivia Brown, 
Georgia Lott and Imogen 
Miller - for their com¬ 
mitment and effort 
throughout the tourna¬ 
ment. 

The year-7 and 8 net- 
ball team played in the 
Urdd Netball tournament 
at UWIC. 

Cowbridge were in 
group 2 of eight groups, 
with five to six teams in 
each group. 

Cowbridge played 
Pontarddulais in their 
first game; with only 
nine minutes each match, 
the games were fast and 
furious. 

Maya Bell was excep¬ 
tional, keeping up with 
the speed of the game 
and was well-disciplined 
throughout. 

Lucy Housley and 
Olivia Jones got their 
shooting eye in straight 
away, the final score 
was 7-0; great start to the 
tournament. 

In the second game, 
Cowbridge faced Cwm 
Rhymni. 

Cwm Rhymni made 


Cowbridge work hard 
for their win, and 
Cowbridge won 3-1. 

Ffion Vickers and 
Sashini Jayasinghe 
played well in defence, 
feeding it to Maya Bell 
and Jemma Viney in 
attack. 

Shooters Olivia and 
Lucy didn’t miss again 
when given the opportu¬ 
nity. 

Cowbridge played a 
third game against Gian 
YMor. 

The first four minutes 
of the game were untidy, 
however after this, the 
team settled down and 
Lucy Housley scored 
from all parts of the cir¬ 
cle ensuring another win 
for Cowbridge, 7-2. 

In the fourth match, 
Cowbridge came up 
against Ysgol Y Strade, 
again it took a while for 
Cowbridge to settle. 
However, they won 4-1 
again to great play by the 
centre court players, 
Ffion, Sashini, Maya and 
Olivia. 

In the final group 


stage, Cowbridge faced 
Llangynwyd. This was 
our toughest match of 
the day, with seven tired 
players, there were errors 
being made by both 
teams and it ended in a 
3-3 draw, taking 
Cowbridge through to 
the quarter finals by win¬ 
ning their group. 

In the quarter finals, 
Cowbridge played 
Bishop Gore, who had 
beaten the renowned 
Corpus Christi, who usu¬ 
ally win all netball tour¬ 
naments, so Cowbridge 
knew it was going to be a 
tough match. 

The girls played really 
well, but unfortunately 
lost 7-3 - an excellent 
performance by all the 
girls. 

Team: Lucy Housley, 
Olivia Jones, Gemma 
Viney, Maya Bell, 
Sashini Jayasinghe, 
Emma Bowler, Ffion 
Vickers, Hannah Crosby, 
Selina Radcliffe. 
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HARD-FOUGHT VICTORY 
FOR LLANTWIT MAJOR 
IN CLOSE ENCOUNTER 


Good week for 
Cowbridge’s 
squash teams 


LLANTWIT Major 
Reserves made 
hard work of a nar¬ 
row 2-1 victory 
over a spirited 
Tynewydd outfit at 
a soggy Windmill 
Lane. 

The home side start¬ 
ed brightly, playing 
expansive football that 
left the visitors bewil¬ 
dered. 

Just 90 seconds had 
elapsed when the home 
team took the lead. Phil 
Grafton and Gethin 
Jennings linked well to 
free James Hartley; the 
latter played a sublime 
reverse pass into the 
path of the onrushing 
Dave Bevan, the mid- 
field dynamo made no 
mistake with an 
emphatic finish. 

Llantwit were play¬ 
ing the ball around with 
pace and precision, the 
visitors were chasing 
shadows trying to live 
with the rampant Major. 

The home team dou¬ 
bled their lead on 15 
minutes; again some 
intricate passing found 
Jennings free on the left 
hand side, the mercurial 
winger slalomed 

through a posse of 
defenders and noncha¬ 
lantly rolled the ball 


into the net. 

With the second goal 
secured the home team 
subconsciously decided 
the game was over and 
took their foot off the 
gas. This allowed 
Tynewydd to gain a 
foothold in the game for 
the first time, and with¬ 
out troubling Llantwit 
‘keeper Callard the visi¬ 
tors were starting to 
threaten. 

Tynewydd’s first shot 
on target was the result 
of an error in the 
Llantwit rearguard 
which Callard kept out 
well with cat like 
reflexes. 

The closing 20 min¬ 
utes of the half saw the 
visitors dominating in 
midfield led by their 
impressive skipper but 
could not penetrate, 
mainly due to the impe¬ 
rious Jack Grahame at 
the heart of the Major 
defence, who mar¬ 
shalled the lively num¬ 
ber 9 superbly. 

The second period 
continued in the same 
vein as the first had 
ended. Tynewydd domi¬ 
nating possession, but 
failing to cut through 
the Major back four. 
That was until the visit¬ 
ing skipper was allowed 
way too much time and 


Bees maintain 
their good form 


BARRY Bees 
under-9s welcomed 
Tonyrefail and 
Llandaff North for 
a home fixture. 

After a run of good 
performances confi¬ 
dence was high, and the 
usually slow starting 
Bees hit the ground run¬ 
ning in their first match 
against Tonyrefail. 

An early try from 
James Chapman, with 
excellent elusive running 
set the tone as Barry 
dominated possession. 
The visitors showed 
good spirit, thwarting a 
number of strong Barry 
attacks, with Jacob 
Periera stopped over the 
line, sustaining an injury 
as he tried to ground the 
ball. 

But the pressure told 
and two further tries 
from the strong running 
Rhys Lloyd made it 3-0 
at half time. The pattern 
continued in the second 
half with excellent tack¬ 
ling from Barry against 
much bigger opponents 
continually forcing 
turnovers, ensuring plen¬ 
ty of possession for the 
home team. 

The Bees were now 
fully into their stride, 
moving the ball wide 
and creating space. 
James, Rhys and Cole 
Saunders went over for 
further tries with 
Harrison Kelly marshal¬ 
ing the backs expertly. 

Tonyrefail continued 
to battle and scored a 
deserved late try to make 


the final score 6-1. 

The second match 
against Llandaff North 
was tougher and the vis¬ 
itors had some strong 
runners; but again the 
Bees defence was domi¬ 
nant, and everyone tack¬ 
led fiercely, particularly 
Spencer and Steven 
Williams. 

The Bees forwards, 
personified by Ethan 
Watkins, constantly 
gained ground, and the 
backs used the ball well, 
with Cole finishing a 
flowing move, bursting 
through the Landaff 
defence. 

Llandaff responded 
well and at last breached 
the Barry line but a try 
from Spencer put Barry 
into a deserved 2-1 lead 
at the break. 

The Bees pushed on 
in the second half and 
the backs used the ball 
well, resulting in further 
tries from James and 
Cole. Llandaff refused to 
wilt and finished the 
match strongly with a 
last gasp try to make the 
final score 4-2. 

This was another 
strong performance from 
the Bees, and it is good 
to see the progress of all 
the players, particularly 
Charlie Bale and 
Morgan Taylor who are 
coming through strongly. 

The whole squad is 
contributing in all 
aspects of defence and 
attack, and the hard 
training sessions are 
paying dividends. 

JM 


space in midfield, his 
thunderous effort from 
25 yards left Callard 
with no chance on the 
hour mark. 

A couple of substitu¬ 
tions to freshen things 
up worked for Llantwit 
as they managed to get 
on more of an even 
keel. The majority of 
play was taking place 
wide without either side 
creating a chance of any 
note. That was until the 
dying seconds when 
substitute Mawhinney 
went through on goal 
but his over-confident 


finish went harmlessly 
wide. 

At the other end, the 
Tynewydd number 9 
evaded Jack Grahame 
for the first time in the 
game only to lash the 
ball high over the cross¬ 
bar. 

Llantwit saw out the 
game for a hard earned 
three points that should 
have been so much eas¬ 
ier, but showed they can 
battle when need be as 
well as produce expan¬ 
sive football. 

The award for man of 
the match was a no 


brainer as youth team 
defender Jack Grahame 
brilliantly shackled 
Tynewydds main threat, 
with a defensive display 
of enthusiasm and com¬ 
posure that belied his 
young age. 

Llantwit Team: D 
Callard, T Howies, P 
Grafton, J Grahame, L 
Tracey, G Jennings, D 
Bevan, D Major (Capt), 
J Hartley, S Phillips, T 
Bevan. Subs: L 

Jennings, T Gould, T 
Mawhinney, J Constant, 
A Vincent. 

DC 


First half blues for 
Cowbridge at Cefn 


COWBRIDGE 
travelled 
Cribwr knowing 
that a victory would 
take them to second 
place in Division 
Five South Central. 

It was not to be. 
Cowbridge kicked off 
against the slope and 


ball 


break by centre Ilya lineout 
to Cefn Pellegrotti into the 22. A Birchenough 
good lineout by Matt Davies, could 
Wright should have led converted into points, 
to a try, but Cowbridge 


from 
and 
not be 


Despite this, it was 
were penalised in mid- Cefn who, having spent 
field and Cefn were soon 20 minutes in their own 


back in the Cowbridge 

22 . 

Their impressive No 


10 scored under the posts 

F them out. 


half, finished pushing for 
a fourth bonus point try 
but Cowbridge held 


within two minutes, Cefn for a third Cefn try. 


were on the scoreboard 
with a simple penalty. 
The big Cefn pack had 


ners and drive. 

A second penalty 
extended the home side’s 


Cefn 


Final score Cefn 
Cribwr 30 Cowbridge 3. 
A bit of a wake-up call 


Half-time 
Cribwr led 27-3. 

From the start of the 

one thin g in mind - with second half, Cowbridge * or Cowbridge, who 
the advantage of the were under pressure and seemed out of sorts for 
slope to get to the cor- after five minutes, Cefn much of the game after 
converted a third penalty, recent successes. 

Cowbridge really With Cefn using the 
needed to dig deep and the slope effectively in 
lead but Cowbridge soon several impressive for- the first half, it was real- 
hit back with an Ed ward drives into the Cefn ly all over at half-time. 
Lakin penalty following 22, followed by a Cefn Despite an encourag- 
some good forward yellow card, gave i n g second half, there 
drives by Steve Cowbridge a window of were too many wayward 
and opportunity. 


Birchenough 
Carwyn Davies. 

However, with too the Bridge’s day. 
many Cowbridge mis- A seemingly good try 


passes and kicks, which 
However it just wasn t added to an anxious per¬ 
formance. 

We should be able to 


takes, Cefn soon extend- was disallowed, a string . tW 
ed their lead with a con- of penalties in the Cefn P u , that « an f “ us 
verted try following a 22 surely warranted a whh a vts. from bottom 

-- -- - second yellow card, but a of ‘ he ‘ able Blaenga ?’ 

try was elusive, despite w1 ^ a bonus point surely 


powerful drive from 
lineout. 

A second try soon spending long periods on 
came as Cefn opted for a the front foot. 


scrum from a penalty 
and drove over to make 
it 20-3 after 20 minutes. 


Cowbridge’s second 
half superiority, with 


some good running from both away ■ 


the minimum we can 
expect. 

The final two league 
games of the year are 


Rhigos on 

Cowbridge came Pellegrotti and wing Dan November 26 and 
straight back with a fine Thorne and plenty of Hirwaun on December 


Dockers take 
the spoils 
against Pumas 


17. 


RV/RK 


IN the latest round 
of South Wales and 
South Glamorgan 
squash leagues, 
Cowbridge A's, B's 
and C's secured vic¬ 
tories to improve 
their standing in 
their respective 
divisions. 

Cowbridge A Bar 44 
travelled to Newport D 
in South Wales Div 1 
East to attempt avenge 
the defeat inflicted upon 
them 5 weeks previous - 
this was achieved in 
convincing style 4-1 (17 
points to 7) to once 
again leap-frog 

Rhiwbina C into 6th 
placed safety in the 
league table. 

Niall Sloan (No 5) 
posted a strong 3-0 (11- 
7, 11-7, 11-6) against 
Newport youngster 

Dylan Banks while 
Simon Payne (no 4) 
played superbly to gain 
revenge over Russell 
Young 3-1 (11-7, 11-9, 
9-11, 11-7). Garfield 
Leask couldn't find 
quite enough to beat 
Adam Darlow to whom 
he had lost a tough 2-3 
in Cowbridge in the 
reciprocal fixture earlier 
in the year - eventually 
going down 1-3. 

So the match was 
poised with Nos 2 and 1 
to play for the victory - 
both Nick Guard (1) and 
Jon Bisson were also 
lined up aginst the same 
opponents encountered 
a number of weeks 
back. 

Bisson went down 9- 
11 in the first game but 
recovered to post 
games to 4, 9 and 5 to 
secure the bonus points 
victory. 

Perhaps Nick Guard 
started too relaxed and 
was 0-2 down before 
producing yet another 
magnificent fight back - 
this from a player who 
is not reknowned for his 
stamina training 
indeed he had to defend 
a match ball before tak¬ 
ing the third game 15- 
13 and finally closing 


Buccaneers 
on top form! 


THE Pumas had 
held the upper 
hand in recent 
games between 
themselves and 
Dockers. 

It was the Dockers who 
started brightly and 
dominated early pro¬ 
ceedings, and it came as 
no surprise when full 
back Nat Taylor-Moore 
shot from distance and 
the ball took a big 
deflection into the bot¬ 
tom corner for 1-0. 
Pumas drew level after a 
throw on the right side 
of the area wasn’t dealt 
with by the dockers 
defence and the Pumas 
player slotted home. 


The Dockers were in 
disarray for ten minutes 
until Peter Jones 
volleyed a contender for 
goal of the season as he 
cracked a stunning right 
foot volley past substi¬ 
tute keeper Davey to 
make it 2-1. 

The Dockers wasted a 
host of chances in the 
second half until the 
impressive Richard 
Ferguson set up the third 
goal with a surging 40 
yard run into the box 
before he was fouled. 
Peter Jones scored the 
penalty to make it 3-1 in 
another good team per¬ 
formance by the 
Dockers. 

JH 


DESPITE the cold 
and misty rain, 
both Barry 

Buccaneers and 
Llandaff North 
turned up to play 
an outstanding dis¬ 
play of under-8s 
rugby. 

They played three 10- 
minute matches, all 
played with equal deter¬ 
mination and enthusi¬ 
asm. 

Barry Buccaneers 
dominated play from the 
start with the first match 
ending with a 5-2 win. 
Tries were scored by 
Josh, Ollie and Brandon. 

The second match 
saw Llandaff North 


picked up their pace, but 
both Charley and 
Connor scored, giving a 
4-3 win to the 
Buccaneers. 

The last match saw 
Ollie and Josh yet again 
scoring with a 3-0 win, 
ultimately making the 
Buccaneers victorious. 

Team: Joshua 

Yeoman, Ollie Tipples, 
Kelton Bindley, Conrad 
Carter, Dylan Brookes, 
Connor Ockerby, 

Brandon Phillips, 
Kieran Elsworth, Sion 
Llewellyn, Will Lewis, 
Medi Western, Charley 
Angove, Morgan James- 
Eyers, Ben Ewington. 

AB 


out 11-5 and 11 -9 to put 
the icing on the cake. 

Russ Watts' B team 
Bar 44 kept up their 
unbeaten record in 
South Glamorgan Div 2 
with another fine 5-0 
win over David Lloyds 
C. The highlight of this 
match has to be the 3-1 
win at No 5 for Ade 
Fisher after a number of 
years out of competitive 
squash but such are the 
needs of a dwindling B 
team squad (Chris 

Harris, alas, retiring due 
wrist tendon injury, 

Steve Morris - long¬ 

term knee problems and 
more recently Colin 
Baxter - detached retina 
but making good 

progress). 

Fisher was com¬ 
manding in the first 
game and took this 
comfortably 9-3 but 
drifted out in the second 
allowing his opponent's 
booming fore-hand far 
too much involvment 
(6-9). 

He returned to a bet¬ 
ter constructed game to 
take the third 9-3 before 
hanging on to come in 
9-7 in the fourth for a 
momentous return to 
league squash. 

Solid 3-0 results were 
posted at No3 (Richie 
Ford) and No 4 (Russ 
Watts) - both players 
producing fairly com¬ 
fortable results 
although Ford had only 
just edged the tie-break 
third. 

With the match won 
once again following 
the third rubber stage, it 
meant Nos 1 and 2 
(Chris Ranger & Paul 
Reynish) could push on 
to secure maximum 
points - this they did in 
contrasting styles 
Ranger losing the first 
before recovering to 
take his leg 6-9, 9-6, 9- 
5, 9-1. 

Paul Reynish knew 
what to expect from 
opponent David James 
having had an epic 5 


setter at the David 
Lloyds club earlier in 
the season where he'd 
clawed his way back 
from 1-2 to win a nail- 
biting fifth. Again, the 
two players produced 
another 3-2 result with 
PR again taking the 
spoils 10-8, 4-9, 9-3, 6- 
9, 9-4 (match result 20- 
5 with referees and 
bonus points). 

Cowbridge C Trio's 
Brasserie are also the 
proud holders of an 
unbeaten 5 match run 
and sit on top of South 
Glamorgan Div 4, 24 
points ahead of their 
nearest rivals. 

Their most recent 
win (3-2) was collected 
on their travels to David 
Lloyds D. This match 
marked the team squash 
debut for Richard Kyte 
who unfortunately did 
not gain any points for 
the team but he will 
have benefited from the 
experience and will 
only get stronger. 

Tony Steele went 
down fighting at posi¬ 
tion 3 but could only 
muster a point while all 
other three rubbers at 4, 
2 and 1 all featured 
Cowbridge comebacks 
with Mike Burnett (4) 
and Hugh Wallace (2) 
both battling back from 
1-2 down to score 3-2 
victories. 

Colin Giles started 
slowly going down 3-9 
in the first game before 
steadying his tactics to 
win a tie-break second 
10-8 and to finish in 
emphatic style 9-0, 9-0 
(match result 14-11). 

The A's and B's are 
both home at The 
Athletic Ground courts 
this Thursday (24th) to 
St Mellons B and 
Rhiwbina F respective¬ 
ly- 

All club details from 
chairman Clive Prigg 
(01446 773729) or 

russ. watts @btopen- 
world.com 


RUSS WATTS 


EVAN’S LUDLOW 
DOUBLE JOY 


LLANCARFAN'S 
Evan Williams is the 
top trainer at Ludlow 
Racecourse and on 
Monday he saddled 
another two winners 
to go with the 40 suc¬ 
cesses he already has 
had at this old fash¬ 
ioned Welsh borders 
meeting. 

Seven-year-old 
Wester Ross took the 
M&M Timber Handicap 
Chase and his four-year- 
old Court Minstrel land¬ 
ed the Turf TV Maiden 
Open National Hunt Flat 
race to complete a 7-1 
double. 

Both were ridden by 
stable jockey Paul 
Moloney. 

Jane Mathias, who 
also hails from 
Llancarfan, saw her 
homebred 
SoHappyHarry finish 


second to the Nicky 
Henderson trained 
Foxbridge in the British 
Stallion Studs EBF 
National Hunt Novices' 
Hurdle race. 

At Haydock on 
Saturday, Evan’s Cappa 
Bleu took the Betfair 
Multiples Handicap 
Chase at odds of 16-1, 
beating Tamarinbleu in 
an exciting finish. 

At Ffos Las on 
Monday, Aberthin’s Tim 
Vaughan won the IWEC 
International National 
Hunt Novices Hurdle 
with his five-year-old 
Rev It Up. 

Ridden by Aidan 
Coleman, Rev It Up, a 4- 
1 shot, won by six 
lengths from Ardkilly 
Gunner. 

BRIAN LEE 
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Cowbridge under-9s develop 
passsing and running game 


Jamie gets prestigious 
‘Black Belt’ in Ireland 


LLANDAFF and 
Cowbridge under- 
9s both participat¬ 
ed in a highly enter¬ 
taining morning’s 
rugby on 

November 13. 

To a degree the die 
was cast with Llandaff’s 
first try which followed 
a lengthy period of pass¬ 
ing by the Cowbridge 
team, culminating sadly 
with a turnover through 
the ball being dropped. 

Both teams then kept 
the ball well with 
Charlie Locke scoring a 
try for Cowbridge, but 
Llandaff’s next try came 
from a dropped ball by 


Cowbridge. 

It is something of a 
shame that the rules by 
which these children are 
currently playing 

penalise the dropping of 
the ball so harshly 
because there is no finite 
period during which the 
ball is held. 

Jake Williams, out¬ 
standing throughout, 
retrieved the situation by 
scoring a try making the 
score 2-2 at half time. 

The very short period 
after half time made all 
the difference with 
Llandaff’s outstanding 
player scoring three 
breakaway tries outpac¬ 
ing the opposition. 

Cowbridge, as ever, 


showed great persever¬ 
ance and though 
Llandaff scored a further 
try, Robbie Hawkins 
managed to touch down 
for a consolation try 
right at the death making 
the final score 3-6. 

In the second game, 
Robbie Hawkins, whose 
performances have 
improved markedly, 
started the scoring for 
Cowbridge. 

Llandaff responded 
with three tries of their 
own although some of 
these may have been 
through some confusion 
in relation to the tackle 
laws. 

The two outstanding 
moments, though both 


Vale Schools win out 


PONTYPRIDD SCHOOLS 12 
VALE SCHOOLS 22 


LAST Friday night 
under a floodlit 
Cilfynidd ground, an 
epic battle took place 
between these two 
strong district sides. 

From the whistle the 
excellent Pontypridd side 
looked strong in all areas 
and put together phases 
of play in advance of 
their years. With one 
such ball handling move 
that went through several 
sets of hands, the home 
side took the lead with a 
converted try. 

The visitors’ defence 
was again outstanding 
and it was only this 
aspect of their game that 
kept Ponty from opening 
up an unassailable lead. 


Remarkably, just 
before the halftime whis¬ 
tle the Vale ran in a try to 
keep the score close. 

At the restart the home 
side went over to 
increase their lead to 12- 
5 but the Vale began to 
take charge of the break¬ 
downs and started put¬ 
ting some great handling 
skills of their own. 

With some sniping 
runs from the fringes the 
game began to turn in 
favour of the Vale, and 
they ran in a try with 
some loose tackling from 
the Ponty three quarters. 


The visitors now had 
their heads up and were 
now putting the pressure 
on with phase after phase 
of attacks. 

Ponty resorted to kick¬ 
ing out of defence but the 
attacks kept coming. 

It was in this period of 
play the Vale District ran 
in two more tries. 

Pontypridd fought 
back towards the end but 
it was all to late. 

A terrific encounter by 
two talented sides and a 
well deserved win by the 
Vale. 

MB 


teams passed the ball 
tremendously, were one 
tackle on Charlie Locke 
after he had made a 
break and a further tack¬ 
le by Charlie which 
saved a certain try. 

Llandaff scored a 
number of breakaway 
tries though Cowbridge 
played some of the best 
rugby as a team. 

Cowbridge scored 
again through Harry 
Whittaker, James 
Gilvear and Rhys 
Williams. 

The final score 4-8 
did not reflect how well 
Cowbridge had played 
particularly as a team 
doing their very best to 
move the ball to wider 
positions. 

Mention should be 
made of the excellent 
offloading in the tackle. 

Special thanks to the 
team of mums who put 
in a very lengthy shift in 
the rugby club kitchen 
feeding all the teams 
playing in Cowbridge 
that day. 

Squad: Iwan-Thomas 
Bartle, loan Davies, 
Gruff Ford, James 
Gilvear, Matthew 

Gilvear, Robbie 

Hawkins, Harri 

How kins, Aled Leitch, 
Charlie Locke, Joe 
Marshman, McKinley 
Parsons, Tom Pugh, 
Jack Reilly, Harry 
Whittaker, Dewi 

Williams, Jake Williams 
and Rhys Williams. 

KH 


AT the invite of 
Master James 
Walsh, 5th Degree 
head of the Tae 
Kwon Do 

Association Europe 
in Ireland, Master 
Ron Thomas (8th 
Degree) and Jamie 
Halford travelled to 
Cobh to attend the 
annual Irish Black 
Belt Gradings. 

Master Thomas was 
sitting on the grading 
panel while Jamie was 
testing for his 4th degree 
Black Belt. 

The examination con¬ 
sisted of all the elements 
of Tae Kwon Do, starting 
with the Tae Kwon Do 
forms, set sparring, free 
sparring and power tests 
and to complete the 
examination, Ki breath¬ 
ing forms. 


Nineteen-year-old 
Jamie started his training 
in the martial art of Tae 
Kwon Do with Master 
Thomas at the tender age 
of four. Now, 15 years 
later, he has achieved his 
4th degree black belt, 
showing not only his 
dedication, perseverance 
and loyalty to the Martial 
art, but to his instructor 
and family. 

Jamie has won many 
Welsh, British, european 
and World titles in his 15 
years’ training, but the 
achievement of Black 
Belt 4th degree is the 
combination of 15 years’ 
training, not only in the 
competition arena, but in 
all aspects of the martial 
art of Tae Kwon Do. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, telephone 01446 
406372. 

RT 


Evan’s 11-1 winner 

LLANCARFAN’S Evan Williams won the 
opening Speedy Services Handicap Hurdle at 
Warwick with his promising five-year-old 
Mac Beattie which came home seven lengths 
ahead of Nouailhas at odds of 11-1. 

Mac Beattie was ridden by 51b claiming jockey 
Adam Wedge and was always travelling well 
throughout the race. 

A delighted Williams said: “The penny was start¬ 
ing to drop on his last run at Ffos Las when he 
came fourth and he had a really good summer. 

“He won’t be one to rush at for at least two 
years. He’ll have a couple more runs and the sum¬ 
mer off.” 

Mac Beattie is owned by Keith and Sue Lowry. 

BRIAN LEE 



ABOVE: Ron Thomas presenting the 4th 
Degree Black Belt Certificate to Jamie Halford. 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


Fort Rasta 
Fort Focus 
Fort Focus 



• Fort S-Ma« 

• 6MOtVW 
Transporter 

9 Mart m r hiM 

OPEN 7 DAY 



(01656) 

*660160 


FiA deLals avalatte on our arafcsJt» 

www.wickvanhire.co.uk 


THE CHEVROLET SALE 

WITH SAVINGS OF UP T< £6.000, YOU LL NEED TO BE QUICK. 


LIMITED OFFER 

10th - 30th November 


CAPTM* 2.2 VtH4 LT 7 SCAT 


HIV* CRU2t 1ALS MATCMMOt 

NOW £11,495 


NOW £21,695 

SAVING £6,000 


NOW £6*875 



KVrth »t«pr«iwv* tpKitldlion and & ym* warttely across Ite rang* as standard, 
and antra savings you'll find a Chavrolat to tail yo». 



MAKE IT HAPPEN 


EVANS HALSHAW CAR0IFF r^air*c*ii asi M4ii?c4tai »w»rh*<roipu«rdtff.r4.«ic 



rtir (MAI M» Q6l.AU>: 



CDRtiSTTI 



UMIM 
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new broad street motors 


Now on Cardiff Road - Tel 01446 720044 



New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 


Buyology 


To the 
Business Centre 


Cardiff Road 


08 08 FORD Fusion 1.4 Zetec Climate Auto 5-Dr 
Hatchback. In panther black with dark interior, 


06 06 RENAULT Grand Scenic Estate 2.0 VVT 
Dynamique 5-Dr MPV. In aluminium silver with 


08 08 SKODA Roomster 2 1.4 5-Dr. In metallic light 
blue with dark interior, air con, radio/CD, 


05 05 MITSUBISHI Shogun Dl-D Elegance 3.2 5- 
Dr Automatic 4X4. In silver with black leather 


heated seats, wood effect trim, 
only 29,990 miles 


£11,495 


only 9,780 miles 

£6,495 


immobiliser, only 28,180 miles 

£5,995 


air con, radio/CD, 7 seats, 
only 50,020 miles 


£5,995 


07 07 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.3 CDTi 16v Life 5-dr 
MPV. In metallic grey with dark interior, air con, 
CD, split folding seats, ideal family car, only 
42,380 miles 


£5,495 


m 


— 




03 03 PORSCHE Boxster 2.7 Convertible. In silver 
with black leather interior, BOSE sound system, 
5-spoke 18” alloy wheels, air con, traction control, 
only 85,770 miles 


£9,495 


05 54 MIN11.6 Cooper (Chilli) 2-dr convertible. In 

blue with blue leather interior, Harmon Kardon hi- 
fi, cruise control, heated front screen, heated 
seats, air con, only 26,060 miles 


£7,995 


08 08 RENAULT Clio 1.5d Ci Extreme in silver with 
dark interior, ABS, multiple air bags, immobiliser, 
central locking, very economical car, £30 a year 
road tax, only 35,980 miles 


£5,995 


JUST A SELECTION OF OUR COMPREHENSIVE RANGE 


SPECIAL OFFER 

06 60 TOYOTA Aven sis Automatic 


SPORTS 

05 55 LAND ROVER Range Rover 3.0TD Vogue in black with cream interior, sat nav, 

heated seats, privacy glass, cruise control, only 70,170 miles . £19,995 

03 03 PORSCHE 911 3.6 Carrera 2-dr Coupe. In Basalt metallic black with black 
leather interior, CD, Bluetooth iPod connection, aluminium gear knob and hand 

brake, 18 inch 5-spoke alloy wheels, only 70,700 miles . £19,995 

05 55 BMW X5 3.0D Sport in grey with black leather interior, sat nav, phone prep, priva¬ 
cy glass, TV, heated seats, cruisecontrol, only 76,630 miles. £16,995 

06 56 LEXUS GS300 3.0 LE 6-speed Auto 4-dr Saloon Aleutian grey with grey leather 
interior, memory seats, cruise control, multi-cd, reversing camera and sensors, high 

luxurious car, only 66,235 miles . £11,995 

06 56 MINI Cooper S 1.6 (175bhp) 3-dr hatchback. In chilli red with black cloth/red 
leather ray combination upholstery, chrome line exterior, rear spoiler, radio/cd, 

panoramic roof, alloy wheels, air con, cruise control, only 47,450 miles. £9,495 

06 56 MITSUBISHI Shogun Sport 2.5 TD 5-Door Warrior. In silver with black leather 
interior, air con, immobiliser, tow ball with twin electric, radio/CD, alloy wheels, only 

30,020 miles.£9,495 

03 03 PORSCHE Boxster 2.7 Convertible. In silver with black leather interior, 
BOSE sound system, 5-spoke 18” alloy wheels, air con, traction control, only 85,770 

miles. £9,495 

02 52 JAGUAR XK-R 4.2 Supercharged 2 Door Coupe. In black with red/black leather 
interior, sat nav, cruise control, heated seats, ABS, traction control, service history, 

superb example, only 91,730 miles . £9,495 

05 05 BMW 330D Sport 2-dr Convertible. In black with beige leather, climate control, 

immobiliser, heated seats, M-Sport alloys, only 90,950 miles. £9,995 

05 55 BMW 1 Series 2.0TD 118d Sport 5-dr Hatchback. In sapphire black with 


anthracite interior, CD, climate control, alloy wheels, front fogs, 52,000 miles .£8,995 
05 05 MINI Cooper S 1.6 (Chilli) 2-dr convertible in metallic black with black leather 
interior, 17 inch 5 star bullet design alloy wheels, quick clear front screen, cruise con¬ 
trol, interior lights pack, air con, traction control, only 68,780 miles. £8,995 

03 03 AUDITT 1.8t Quattro 2-dr Hatchback. In blue, with grey leather interior, air 

con, heated seats, multi CD, alloy wheels, only 65,980 miles. £8,995 

06 56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.4TSi (170ps) FT 5-dr in reflex silver metallic with siemere 
anthracite interior, climatic air con, front fogs, alloy wheels, cd, 49,998 miles .£8,495 
05 54 MINI 1.6 Cooper (Chilli) 2-dr convertible. In blue with blue leather interior, Har¬ 
mon Kardon hi-fi, cruise control, heated front screen, heated seats, air con, only 

26,060 miles.£7,995 

03 03 BMW 3 series 2.0 318Ci 2-dr convertible. In metallic gold with black leather 
interior, multi cd, heated seats, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, cruise control, 

air con, only 56,310 miles. £7,995 

05 54 AUDI A3 2.0 TDi Sport 3-dr hatchback in grey with black leather interior, 
radio/cd, air con, central racking, immobiliser, alloy wheels, only 69,840 miles £7,995 
07 57 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.9CDTi 16v (150ps) SRi 5-dr hatchback. In panacotta 
beige with duke charcoal interior, air con, immobiliser, body coloured bumpers, cd, 

alarm, only 46,950 miles.£6,995 

03 53 MINI Cooper 1 .6 in silver with half black leather interior, panoramic roof, radio/cd, 

electric windows, alloy wheels, immobiliser, only 59,060 miles. £5,995 

05 55 FORD Focus 2.0 Titanium 5-dr hatchback. In magnum grey with half leather 
interior, hands free phone prep, quick clear front screen, radio/cd, cruise control, 

service history, only 57,785 miles. £5,495 

04 04 MINI Cooper 1.6 3-dr hatchback in Indi blue and white roof with black interior, air 

con, CD, external chrome line, only 95,910 miles . £4,995 

03 03 TOYOTA MR-2 1.8VVTi Roadster 2-dr Convertible. In crystal silver, 
Acapulco interior, CD, electric windows, electric mirrors, wonderful example, only 

71,510 miles . £4,995 

03 03 BMW 5 Series 2.5 TD 525 ES. 4-dr saloon in silver with black leather interior, 
M-Sport multi function steering wheel, radio/cd, immobiliser, M-Sport alloy wheels, 

107,200 miles .£4,995 

03 53 HONDA Civic 1.6 VTec SE Sport 3-dr Hatchback. In Aqua green, half black 
leather interior, air con, alloy wheels, heated electric mirrors, CD, 46,400 miles£3,995 
03 53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-ar Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy 
wheels, body coloured bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles .. .£3,495 

FAMILY 

07 56 HONDA Civic i-VTEC Executive in bluish silver with black suede interior, sat 
nav, cruise control, traction conrol, alloy wheels, radio/CD, only 33,280 miles .£8,995 
08 58 TOYOTA Auris 1.33 VVT-ITR 3-dr Hatchback. In Ixion blue with dark interior, cli¬ 
mate control, anti-lock brakes, power steering, alloy wheels, only 26,000 miles£8,495 
09 58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 16v (140ps) SRi 3-dr Sports Hatch. In technical grey with 
charcoal alpha cloth interior, air con, 17” alloy wheels, front fogs, ESP, immobiliser, 

only 26,850 miles.£7,995 

08 08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Breeze 5-dr in star silver met with charcoal interior, alloy 
wheels, climate control, trip computer, body coloured bumpers, 10,800 miles .£6,995 
10 10 RENAULT Grand Modus 1.2 TCE 100 Dynamique 5-dr hatchback. In black 
with charcoal interior, air con, alloy wheels, ISOFIX, radio/cd, under manufacturers 

warranty, only 28,000 miles.£6,995 

08 08 SKODA Roomster 2 1.4 5-Dr. In metallic light blue with dark interior, air con, 

radio/CD, immobiliser, FSH, only 9,780 miles . £6,495 

06 06 FORD Focus 1.8 TDCi Zetec 5-dr Hatchback. In panther black/black interior, 
front fogs, colour coded bumpers, radio/CD, quick clear screen, 42,560 miles £6,495 
06 06 RENAULT Grand Scenic Estate 2.0 VVT Dynamique 5-Dr MPV. In aluminium 
silver with grey interior, immobiliser, power steering, air con, radio/CD, 7 seats, only 

50,020 miles.£5,995 

07 07 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.3 CDTi 16v Life 5-dr MPV. In metallic grey with dark inte¬ 
rior, air con, CD, split folding seats, ideal family car, only 42,380 miles. £5,495 

06 06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 5-dr hatchback. In moondust silver with dark 
interior, air con, alloy wheels, immobiliser, electric windows, power steering, only 
65,540 miles . £4,495 


05 55 CITROEN Xsara Picasso 1.6 Desire 2 5-dr MPV. Oriental blue with dark interi¬ 
or, air con, PAS, elec windows, service history, 1 owner, 62,000 miles. £3,995 

03 03 RENAULT Grand Espace 2.2 DCi Privilege 5-Dr MPV. In grey with light grey 
interior, rear parking sensors, air con, front fogs, radio/CD, 7 seats, ideal large family 

car .£3,995 

05 55 CHEVROLETTacuma 1.6 SX 5-dr MPV. In black with grey interior, alloy wheels, 
air con, radio/cd, electric windows, colour coded bumpers, only 39,240 miles£3,495 

SMALL 

08 08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi 16v Design 3-dr. In star silver with charcoal interior, 
AUX input, radio cd, alloy wheels, aircon, ISOFIX fixing points, 26,930 miles .£7,995 
09 58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Sxi. In metallic grey with dark interior, air con, alloy 

wheels, front fogs, immobiliser, radio/cd only 42,200 miles.£6,995 

08 08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4i 16v Design 3-dr hatchback. In silver lightning with half 
leather charcoal interior, steering wheel mounted controls, radio/cd, immobiliser, air 

con, only 41,250 miles. £6,995 

09 59 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.2E in black with black interior, PAS, central locking, radio/CD, 

low insurance group, only 37,980 miles .£5,995 

08 08 RENAULT Clio 1.5a Ci Extreme in silver with dark interior, ABS, multiple air 
bags, immobiliser, central locking, very economical car, £30 a yar road tax, only 

35,980 miles.£5,995 

09 09 FORD Fiesta Van 1.4 TDCi in white with grey interior, radio/cd, pas, immobiliser, 

only 23,850 miles.E5795+VAT 

08 57 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style 3-dr Hatchback in Calorado red with Kyoto dark interi¬ 
or, CD, aux input, electric windows, colour coded bumpers, only 31,995 miles £5,795 
10 59 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ 5-dr hatchback. In polar silver with blue interior, air 
con, central locking, immobiliser, one owner, under manufacturer’s warranty, only 

18,890 miles.£4,495 

93 K ROVER Mini Italian Job 2-dr Saloon. In red, white and green with black leather 

interior radio/CD, many extras, stunning example, only 75,000 miles . £3,995 

03 03 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec. In green with grey interior quickclear front screen, 
radio/cd, alloy wheels, electric windows and mirrors only 41,940 miles. £3,495 

AUTOMATICS 


with ivory leather interior, air con, cruise control, rear entetainment package, front 

and rear parking sensors, only 59,100 miles. £24,995 

05 MITSUBISHI Shogun Dl-D Elegance 3.2 5-Dr Automatic 4X4. In silver with 
black leather interior, air con, multi-CD/radio, immobiliser, heated seats, wood effect 

trim, only 29,990 miles .£11,495 

08 FORD Focus 2.0 Titanium in grey with dark interior, quickclear front screen, 
radio/cd, automatic headlights, alloy wheels, privacy glass, immobiliser, only 7,750 

miles.£8,995 

53 MERCEDES CLK 1.8 200 Avantgarde Automatic 2-dr coupe in cubanite silver 
with alpaca grey leather interior, cruise control, climae control, multi cd, rear parking 
sensors, only 49,920 miles 
58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.81 


_8i 16v Design Automatic 5-dr hatchback. In star silver with 

black half leather interior, alloy wheels, auto lights, electric windows, air con, radio/cd 

only 43,725 miles.£6,495 

54 CHRYSLER 3.2 V6 Crossfire Automatic coupe. In blue with black leather interi¬ 
or, parking sensors, heated seats, traction control, radio/cd, alloy wheels, only 53,100 

miles.£6,495 

58 PEUGEOT 107 1.0 Urban 2-Tronic 3-dr in blue with dark interior, PAS, central 

locking, immobiliser, onjy £20 a year road tax, only 19,770 miles.£5,995 

08 FORD Fusion 1.4 Zetec Climate Auto 5-Dr Hatchback. In panther black with 
dark interior, quick clear screen, radio/CD alloy wheels, immobiliser, only 28,180 

miles.£5,995 

X MERCEDES Benz 320 Avant-Garde Automatic 2-dr coupe. In blue, with light 
grey leather interior, alloy wheels, cruise control, CD auto-changer, immobiliser, 

superb example of a luxury car, only 68,850 miles .£5,495 

04 FORD Focus 1.6LX Automatic 5-dr hatchback in Moon dust silver with matre 
grey interior, air con, cd, quick clear screen, electric windows, alloy wheels, only 
66,790 miles. £3,995 


Complete service and MoT’s available to customers and the general public 


• UP TO 50% DISCOUNT• 

OFF MANUFACTURERS LABOUR CHARGE 
for Intermediate & Main Service 

(Certain cars excluded - please phone to check if your car qualifies) 


• SPECIAL OFFER* 

WORKSHOP WINTER PRICE BUSTERS 
MoT Test ONLY £25 - Yes! ONLY £25 
Winter Service check ONLY £18 - Yes! ONLY £18 


Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 


Great cars. Great Service, Great People to deal with! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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Italy does have positives 
during these tough times 


I N a bid to protect the 
country’s future, its 
longest-serving post 
war Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi has been forced 
out of office to be replaced 
by a technocrat. 

Italy, Europe’s third largest 
economy, now must deal with an 
horrendous £1.6 trillion debt cri¬ 
sis, which some fear is too large 
even for all the countries in 
Europe to tackle. This puts Italy 
on a par with the dire situation in 
Greece. One saving grace for 
Italy is that it’s a market leader in 
fashion and car manufacturing. 
Greece on the other hand is not. 

Th q force majeure, or perhaps 
more appropriately in Latin, the 
vis major behind Italy’s car 
industry is Fiat (Fabbrica Italiana 
Automobili Torino), owner of 
Ferrari, Maserati, Chrysler, Jeep 
and Alfa Romeo. Surely any 
country possessing these brands 
is sitting pretty? 

It has always been the case that 
those who lusted after an expen¬ 
sive Maserati but didn’t have the 
funds have looked squarely and 
firmly in the direction of Alfa as 
an affordable alternative. 

Brand new the Mito MultiAir 
1.4 turbo is yours for under 
£14,000. It’s only the third Alfa I 
have driven and it doesn’t disap¬ 
point. First impressions are that 
it’s not too dissimilar to the Fiat 
500, if a bit bigger. The Mito’s 
curvaceous design makes it feel 
tinier than the competition and 
crucially its pretty looks instantly 
charm. 

That’s what Alfas have always 
been famous for, clutching at the 
heart strings. The Mito, which 
was introduced in 2008, gets a 



Alfa Mito. 

chrome grill and at the front the 
number plate sits on the right of 
the bumper - in common with 
others Alfas. Chrome door han¬ 
dles add a touch of class, easily 
knocking the socks off more 
common Fords, Vauxhalls or 
Citroens. 

Three-door hatches always feel 
sportier to me and that also helps 
the appeal of the Mito. There’s a 
decent interior and equipment 
levels include air-con and cruise 
control. Drivers also receive a 
luxurious key fob with red leather 
strap, which my baby daughter 
Harriett thoroughly enjoyed 
chewing to help soothe her 
teething pains. 

Despite its small 1.4-litre 
petrol engine it’s a good driver’s 
car that packs a reasonable 
105bhp punch while returning 
more than 40mpg. The engine is 
fitted with an automatic start/stop 
function - I’m still to be con¬ 
vinced whether this does actually 
save fuel but I suppose it helps 
the environment by cutting emis¬ 
sions. 

Long traffic jams can result in 
the engine frequently cutting out 
only to restart with the fuel gauge 
dropping faster than if this facili¬ 
ty isn’t used, in my opinion. 
However, it can be overridden 
simply by keeping the clutch 
down. 

This co mm ent refers to all 


such systems, not just the Alfa - 
the one on the Mini Cooper SD 
gets through fuel very quickly in 
such situations. 

The Mito test took place dur¬ 
ing yet another particularly chal¬ 
lenging time on Britain’s roads, 
and on the first morning my 
relaxed journey quickly became 
more urgent as accidents and 
roadworks hampered progress. 

Consequently, demanding 
overtaking was required and the 
Mito stepped up to the mark. In 
normal mode the engine is a little 
sluggish, but select dynamic 
mode on the dna (dynamic, nor¬ 
mal and all-weather) software 
package and the steering, throttle, 
suspension and traction settings 
noticeably improve. This system 
is operated by a simple flick of a 
switch in front of the gearbox and 
it’s effective, it makes the Mito 
feel like it’s had a shot of speed, 
making a demanding driver 
happy. 

The six-speed manual box is a 
joy to use. Added to which, my 
little Italian friend is never happi¬ 
er than when overtaking. 

Once parked, the driver invari¬ 
ably walks off smiling only to 
return doing exactly the same as 
the Mito greets you like a long 
lost mate. 

The Fiat group will play a key 
part in reversing the fortunes of 
Italy and the Alfa Mito has an 
important role in that mission. 

Model tested: Alfa Mito 1.4 
turbo MultiAir - 0-60mph 
10.7secs; Top speed: 112mph; 
Economy: 46mpg; Road tax: 

£110 a year; New price range: 
£12,250 - £18,755; Used price 
range: £6,777 - £13,455. 

TIM SAUNDERS 



06 06 FORD Fiesta ST 1999cc 3-dr 
Hatchback. In blue, air con, 1/2 leather 
sports seats, radio/CD, low miles just 43k, 
FSH . £3,995 



01 VOLVO V70 Automatic Estate. 

2001 model with 7 seats, FSH, A/C, CD, 
E/W, remote locking, comes with new 


MOT, taxed until May 2012.£2,195 



06 FORD Transit 2-Litre Diesel, MoT 

July 2012, full service history....£5,295 



03 DAEWOO Kalos 1.4. 5-dr, alloys, 
c/s, p/w, a/c, service history, MoT 
Oct 12, Tax April 12, mileage 69k 

.£1,895 


AutoPro 

CAR SALES 


Open 7 days a week: 9.30am to 4pm 


06 06 FORD Fiesta ST 1999cc 3-dr Hatchback. In blue, air con, 1/2 leather 

sports seats, radio/CD, low miles just 43k, FSH. £3,995 

06 FORD Transit 2-Ltr Diesel, MoT July 2012, full service history .£5,295 
04 04 VOLKSWAGEN Bora diesel 1896cc, 4-dr saloon. Metallic beige, 1 

former keeper, 2 keys, a/c, radio/cd, fsh, 94k, cruise control_ £3,795 

06 06 VAUXHALL Astra SRi 1796cc 5-dr hatchback. Metallic silver, a/c, 

radio/cd, fsh, remote central locking, 80k. £3,695 

57 07 FORD KA Zetec 1297cc 3-dr Hatchback. In black, 2 keys, radio/CD, 

power steering, e/windows, FSH, low miles 30k. £3,495 

54 04 FORD Focus 1796cc Zetec 5-dr hatchback. In blue, radio/cd, a/c, 

remote central locking, fsh, low miles. £2,995 

02 02 FORD Focus ST 170,1988cc 3-dr hatchback. In black, 6 speed 

manual, traction control, a/c, s/h, radio/cd. £1,995 

52 02 SKODA Octavia RS1781 cc. Metallic silver, half black leather sports 
seats, reverse sensors, traction control, FSH, remote central locking, 

radio/cd, 2 keys, a/c. £1,995 

02 02 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-dr. In silver, pas, e/w, a/con, full serv¬ 
ice history, new MoT on purchase, 89k, . £1,895 

03 03 RENAULT Megane Scenic 1390cc MPV. In blue, air con, E/W, E/M, 

radio/cassette, 1/2 leather seats, 79k. £1,695 

51 01 RENAULT Clio 1149cc Expression 16v 3-dr hatchback. Silver, 1 

owner, sunroof, e/w, cam belt recently changed, 79k. £1,695 

51 01 TOYOTA Avensis 1.85-dr. In silver, sat nav, air con, E/W, FSH, 3 

keys, 93k . £1,595 

V 99 MERCEDES A160 Avantgarde 5-Dr 1.6. Metallic silver, leather 
heated seats, 2 keys, one owner from new, Sept 2012 MOT .. .£1,795 


PART EXCHANGE TO CLEAR 


T 99 VOLKSWAGEN Caddy Diesel. MoT until September 2012 .. .£995 


NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY 

(All cars come with 12 months MOT or long MOT) 


Special offers on limited stock 

Cardiff Road Business Park, Cardiff Road, Barry CF63 2PQ 

Tel: 01446 700066 • 07919 076589 • www.auto-pro.co.uk 


OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK, EXCEPT BRIDGEND WHICH IS OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK * WHEEL ALIGNMENT SPECIALISTS 
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Just a small selection of our Autumn Price-Beaters! 


2007 JAGUAR XK 4.2 V8 
2-dr Coupe 

Indigo blue, automatic, 26,000 miles 

£24,995 


03 PORSCHE Cayenne 
4.5 S Automatic 

Silver/Black Leather, 37,000 Miles 

£15,995 


06 VOLKSWAGEN Beetle 
2.0 3-dr 

Dark metallic blue, 49,717 miles 

£4,995 



07 BMW Z4 2.5i SE 



57 FORD Focus 1.6 
Zetec 5-Dr 

Ink Blue Met, 57,000 Miles, with A/C etc. 

£5,495 



03 BMW 325 2.5Ci 
M-Sport Convertible 

Silver, Automatic, 79,270 miles 

£6,495 



07 (56) CITROEN Xsara 
Picasso 1.6 16v VTX MPV 

Pearl metallic red, 47,343 miles 

£4,795 



03 SMART Passion Auto 


In Cream/Silver with leather heated seats, 
Air Con, 43,951 miles 


£3,295 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


07 56 JAGUAR XK 4.2 V8.2-dr coupe, indigo blue, 

automatic, 26,000 miles.£24,995 

03 03 PORSCHE Cayenne 4.5 S. Silver/black leather, 

automatic, 37,000 miles.£15,995 

06 BMW 330 Diesel M-Sport Auto in met grey 

with cream leather, 34,000 miles, superb .£13,995 

05 05 VW Touareg 2.5 TDi 4x4, Diesel 5-dr, jade 

pearl, auto, 62,132 miles .£11,995 

07 BMW Z4 2.5i SE in silver with red leather, 

19,000 miles. Fantastic value .£10,995 

54 VW Touareg V6 Sport Auto. In Black with cream 

leather, 56,000 miles .£9,995 

06 LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 Diesel. 3-dr HSE, 

in met blue, 62,000 miles, leather, sat nav.£8,995 

06 06 MERCEDES B180 CDI 2.0 SETip. 5-dr, telluar 

silver automatic, 75,499 miles.£7,995 

08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5 CZT. 3-dr, pearl black, 

1 owner, 42,295 miles.£6,495 

04 MERCEDES C200 Kompressor Avantgarde Auto in 
diamond black with leather, 67,000 miles, 1 owner£6,495 
03 03 BMW 325 2.5 Ci M-Sport convertible. Silver, 

automatic, 79,270 miles.£6,495 

53 LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 Diesel ‘S’. 5-dr in 

silver, 74,000 miles .£5,495 

06 06 VOLKSWAGEN Beetle 2.0.3-dr, dark met blue, 

49,717 miles .£4,995 

06 SKODA Octavia 2.0 FSi Sport. In silver, 

rq QR4 milpc; £4 QQR 

54 BMW 318i ES. In metallic blue, 64,000 miles, a/c, ’ ’ 

alloys, cruise.£4,995 

53 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 SE Auto in silver with cream 

leather, 75,000 miles .£4,995 

98 MERCEDES V280 Ambiente Auto 6-Seater. In 
turquoise blue, with full leather, 78,000 miles 

with extras.£4,995 

06 FORD Fiesta ST in red, 51,000 miles, 2 owners, stylish 

hot hatch at.£4,695 

05 05 BMW 320d 2.0 SE. Diesel, 4-dr, silver, 

110,000 miles.£4,695 

06 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE in silver with black leather, 

26,783 miles .£4,495 

04 04 FORD Streetka 1.6.2-dr convertible, silver mist, 

71,333 miles .£2,495 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL & FAMILY CARS 


06 56 TOYOTA Prius 1.5 VVTi T3 Hybrid CVT. 5-dr, 

magnum grey, automatic, 68,000 miles. £6,995 

09 VAUXHALL Corsa Club 5-dr Automatic in silver, 

46,000 miles, a/c, etc.£6,495 

08 FORD Fusion+ Automatic. In met silver, 7,526 

miles, only.£6,495 

57 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3TR 5-dr. In met. Grey, 

47,000 miles, 1 owner .£5,995 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi 3-dr. In met. grey, 

59,000 miles, 1 owner diesel at . £5,495 

56 FORD Fiesta 1.4TDCi Zetec Climate 5-dr in silver, 

43,000 miles, 1 owner, only £30 road tax. £5,295 

07 07 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 16v Sport. 3-dr, met blue, 

38,284 miles.£4,995 

07 07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 16v Energy. 5-dr, silver, 

52,318 miles . £4,695 

07 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 VVT Life. 5-dr, tonic blue, 

automatic, 56,017 miles .£4,995 


in silver with red leather. 

19,000 miles. Fantastic Value. 

£10,995 

06 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.416v Active. 5-dr, silver, 

45 09? milpci £4 995 

07 56 CITROEN Xsara Picasso 1.6 16v VTX. 5-dr, MPV,’ 

pearl met red, 47,343 miles .£4,795 

06 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi 130 LX. 5-dr in silver, 61,000 

mile diesel.£4,695 

06 06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate. 3-dr, Colorado red, 

52,406 miles .£3,995 

06 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Climate. 3-dr, in met grey, alloys, 

65,000 miles .£4,695 

07 HYUNDAI Getz 1.4 GSi 5-Dr Auto. In Silver, 39,000 

miles with air con.£3,995 

06 06 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v SXi+. 3-dr, sea mist, 

46,022 miles .£3,995 

05 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi 130LX 5-dr in silver, 

69,989 miles .£3,995 

05 05 HONDA Jazz 1.2 DSI S. 5-dr, electric blue, 

62,235 miles .£3,995 

54 SEAT Ibiza 1.4S Automatic 3-dr in jazz blue, 

11,966 miles, 1 owner .£3,995 

05 05 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec. 3-dr, moondust silver, 

65,159 miles .£3,695 

05 05 RENAULT Megane 1.6 VVT Expression. 

5-dr Estate, electric blue, 50,000 miles.£3,695 

55 NISSAN Micra 1.2S 3-dr in met red, 62,000 

miles, economical hatch.£3,495 

05 05 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 VVT-i T2.3-dr, silver, 

59,178 miles .£3,495 

04 54 FORD Focus 1.8 Ghia. 5-dr, silver, 

67,657 miles .£3,495 

54 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-Dr. In silver, 

39,000 miles .£3,495 

04 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi. 5-dr, in tonic blue, 

81,000 miles, a/c.£3,495 

53 FORD C-Max 1.6 LX in black, 46,258 miles, 

2 owners, fantastic value .£3,495 

56 KIA Cerato 1.6 Zapp 5-dr. In met blue, 

53,919 miles .£3,295 

56 FORD Ka 1.3 Style in silver, 45,000 miles, 1 owner ... 

.£3,295 

03 SMART Passion Automatic in cream/silver with leather 

heated seats, a/c, 43,951 miles .£3,295 

06 06 MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Equippe. 4-dr, silver, 

65,117 miles.£2,995 

04 04 SEAT Arosa 1.0 S. 3-dr, red, 49, 819 miles .. .£2,995 

03 53 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Zetec. 3-dr, burnt orange, 

71,322 miles .£2,995 

03 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 3-Dr. In silver, 47,000 miles, 

alloys, air con.£2,995 

02 SMART Passion Automatic in silver, 52,000 

miles, leather, heated seats, a/c.£2,995 

04 54 FIAT Punto 1.2 Active. 5-dr, met grey, 

44,091 miles .£2,695 

04 53 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Dynamique. 3-dr, met 

blue, 41,521 miles.£2,695 

53 ROVER 75 Club 1.8T Auto. In met Gold, 

37,000 miles .£2,695 

01 Y TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 16v VVTi GLS. 3-dr, silver, 

automatic, 81,179 miles .£2,695 

03 03 VAUXHALL Astra 2.2 16v Bertone. 2-dr coupe, 

silver, 88,000 miles .£1,995 

03 03 SEAT Ibiza 1.4SE 3-dr hatchback, silver, 

57,540 miles, 1 owner .£2,995 

52 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Authentique 3-dr in electric 

blue, 77,000 miles .£1,995 


57 TOYOTA Yaris 
1.3 TR 5-door 

Met grey, 47,000 miles, 1 owner 

£5,995 



04 SEAT Arosa 
1.0 S 3-dr 

Red, 49,819 miles 

£2,995 



06 FORD Ka 1.3 Style 

In Metallic Apple Green, 28,000 miles 

£2,995 



T3 Hybrid CVT 5-dr 

Automatic, Magnum grey, 68,000 miles 

£6,995 



05 HONDA Jazz 
1.2 S 5-dr 

Electric Blue, 62,235 miles 

£3,995 


R BC 

WARRANTIES 

All cars su 

Just a small sel 

pplied with new MoT and 6 months RAC warranty. 

fection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 

R BC 

WARRANTIES 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • All CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • All MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


n 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Included with all 

Dealer Quality Major Servicing: 


Complete Manufacturer Specification Service Check 

Up to*00 (fleck performed pt* extra 50 poirt Pemo^eothecidU, 
wc dcnltetaM* a tykk oil changes a rod scow! Ourscrws arrthc 
most ocf T^pnehensw yoi/'i fwicL 

Full AirCon Check & Gas Top-up 

Dfflt forget Airocit re \ps demist yor aiui)** *mjii we en it's y kwp*i! 

High Quality Oil & Quality Parts 

Anthem*! or Mar Dtsikr Pxtv on^/! Mctoil 1 oil as &riiani .a per 
Marufecturrs Spec. We tan cut cornets by ung <7*ap carts or oils' 

Full Advanced Main Dealer Diagnostic 

Get a Ml repon kocn ii€ry latest In Oiagnosbc eQu^KnetiL We gf^e every 
Cromer FREE Axr-a to the- rrxrt in d«*h and brc**J (fc*rfetoc 
cqupripfl ycul find any\*<cre in the area for cftagnostic customers even 
ncUfes several total Man Dealers! 

Courtesy Car or Drop Off & Collection 

We have Unify Lexus and Mercedes modtefe wltotofc Free! 

Full Mini Valet 

Laser Wheel Alignment & Tracking 





When it comes to BMW, Mercedes, Poreche, Jaguar & Land 



with big savings for you 


We're a family run business, No other specialist in the local area has the same range of equipment or skill 
base. Traditional values are at the core of everything we do and as such we put you the customer first, we 
want you to return as a customer ye* after year. Rest assured that with Permoveo your car is In safe, 
knowledgeable & trustworthy hands. All our work is guaranteed and will not affect your manufacturers or 
used car warranty. 


We believe ow vehicle servicing is the most co 
money and with free services Ike Laser Whee 
and Main Dealer Diagnostl 
other garage in South Wales that comes close! 



tarter 

I m 


WE ARE THE AFFORDABLE DEALER ALTERNATIVE! 


Mobil 


Servicing 

^ Dealer Diagnostics 
ECU Repairs 
%/ MOTTesting 
DPF Problems 
i/ Brakes &ABS 
^ Transmission Servicing 
^ Air-Con Repairs 

V Engine & Mechanical 
*/ Keys & Key Repairs 
%/ Warranty Claims 

V Tyres &Tyre Repairs 
%/ Laser Wheel Alignment 

Main Dealer Staff 
/ Free Courtesy Car 



^edHplec Euro Specialists 


Permoveo 

5Woodham Road 
ferry Docks 
CF634JE 
0800 033 7807 
www.permweo.ltd.uk 


LATEST HAGNOSTICS FOR ALL LEADING MANUFACTURERS HI1E11 
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GEM sport 


Late penalty miss 
sends the Athletic 
crashing to defeat 


LAST season 
Bridgend Athletic 
just pipped 

Bonymaen to third 
place in Swalec 
League Division. 

A loss of key players 
from both sides meant 
that this game was 
fought at the wrong end 
of the table. 

The Athletic had a 
comfortable 33-13 
bonus point win in the 
opening clash of the sea¬ 
son, and the Pond Mawr 
outfit were seeking to 
avenge that defeat. 

As anticipated both 
sides played like sides 
lacking confidence and 
the teamwork of the 
past, with the home side 
taking the spoils with a 
narrow 15-14; the 
Athletic with all their 
second half pressure 
should have won the 
game. 

The Athletic started 
the game without their 
players of the months of 
October and September, 
prop Rod Apsee and full 
back Rhys Jones, who 
were both injured. 
However playing down 
the Pond Mawr slope it 
was the Athletic who 
created the early 
chances. 

A passing movement 
along the line saw wing 
Lyndsey MaCausland 
fail to take a try scoring 
pass. However, receiv¬ 
ing the ball just inside 
his own half, new out¬ 
side half Josh Davies 
split the home defence 
going inside the first line 
of defence then stepping 
outside on a run into the 


COBRA BEER 
CURRY 

at the 

//fed JLion 

01446 781208 


BONYMAEN 15 
BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 14 



ABOVE: Outside half Josh Davies breaks 
leading to Ath try - Dan Apsee in support. 


Centre James Olds. 

PICTURES BY KERRY EOTHERGILL 


22 before offloading for 
MaCausland to take an 
inside pass and sprint 
over for the opening try. 

The Athletic then 
conceded a raft of penal¬ 
ties and when one came 
in kicking range outside 
half Paul Warlow 
stepped up to reduce the 
deficit to 5-3. 

Bonymaen moved the 
ball along the Athletic 
22 and failure to main¬ 
tain their defensive line 
saw full back Dan Jones 
run through a huge gap 
to put Bonymaen 8-5 
ahead. Wing Lloyd 
Pemberton went on two 
solo runs from inside his 
own half, but both were 
halted and lack of sup¬ 
port players meant the 
promising runs came to 
nothing. 

Director of rugby 
Paul Yardley was very 
disappointed with the 
Athletics’ first half per¬ 
formance. His half time 
team talk took a lesson 
from the Alex Ferguson 
“hairdryer” treatment, 
which the famous foot¬ 
ball manager may have 
heard three miles away 
at the Liberty Stadium. 

That and the introduc¬ 
tion of front row players 
Nathan Holman and 
Simon Mustoe breathed 
new life into the 
Athletic. They started 


playing with more pur¬ 
pose and levelled the 
scores at 8-8 with a 
Stuart Morris penalty. 

However, the old 
Athletic defensive frail¬ 
ties were still present. 
Bonymaen won a 5 
metre scrum against the 
head and centre Paul 
Davies ran through an 
opening as wide as the 
Red Sea parting to cross 
under the posts. Warlow 
converted to put the 
home side 15-8 ahead. 

The Athletic made 
two further pack 
changes bringing on 
flanker Matthew 

Hillman and lock 
Morgan Evans for his 
first team debut. The 
Athletic were constantly 
attacking and now it was 
Bonymaen who were 
conceding penalties. 

Morris reduced the 
deficit to 15-11 and a 
display of petulance 
from Bonymaen full 
back Dan Jones saw him 
despatched to the sin 
bon. 

Morgan Evans was 
supplying the Athletic 
with excellent lineout 
possession and full back 
Michael Hathaway was 
making some probing 
runs. Bonymaen conced¬ 
ed another penalty 
which replacement cen¬ 
tre Corey Butler kicked 


from 40 metres out to 
reduce the deficit to 15- 
14. 

The Athletic contin¬ 
ued to dominate posses¬ 
sion but lacked the guile 
to create the winning try. 
They were given one 
final opportunity when 
awarded a penalty 45 
metres wide out; howev¬ 
er, with the final kick of 
the game the distance 
proved just beyond the 
range of Butler. 

The Athletic can take 
some positives from the 
game. Individually half 
backs Aled Thomas and 
Josh Davies and wing 
Lloyd Pemberton and 
full back Michael 
Hathaway made telling 
breaks; Hathaway had 
an excellent game and 
was awarded the 
Athletic player of the 
match award. 

However it is team¬ 
work and confidence 
with some defensive 
frailties that the coaches 
have to work on, as they 
prepare this week for 
another local derby 
when high flying Tata 
Steel visit Newbridge 
Fields. 

Hopefully home 
advantage with the team 
playing seven of their 
reaming 10 fixtures at 
home will bring about a 
much needed revival in 
the second half of the 



Athletic man of the 
match, full back 
Michael Hathaway. 

season. 

The players and 
coaching staff have the 
talents to see the Athletic 
through this tough peri¬ 
od. It is now a time for 
the supporters to rally 
round and help this rela¬ 
tively young side get 
back on track. 

AB 




Raymond Evans crosses the line. PHOTOS BY PETER GILLING 

KENFIG TURN ON 
THE STYLE 
AGAINST MAESTEG 

THIS was a scintil¬ 
lating display of 
rugby by Kenfig 
Hill against 
Maesteg, who daz¬ 
zled with all out 
attacking rugby 
from the start with 
every player mak¬ 
ing a major contri¬ 
bution to the game. 

The half time score was 
Kenfig Hill 39, Maesteg 
5, and the final score 
was Kenfig Hill 77, 

Maesteg 5. 

The Kenfig Hill scorers 
were: 

Gareth Edwards, 

Chris Tossell (3 tries), 

Raymond Evans (2 
tries, conversion), 

Matthew Tossell (2 
tries, 5 conversions), 

Steve Gillard, 

Nicky Morgan, Mark 
Jenkins, Shaun Burnell 
and Ashley Hickey. 

Karl Hocking was 
Maesteg's only scorer 
with a try. 

The Pontycymmer 2nd 
XV v Kenfig Hill 2nd 
XV match was can¬ 
celled by Pontycymmer, 
while 

Waunarlwydd defeated 
Kenfig Hill/Cornelly 
Youth 29- 10; scorers 
Kristian Stenner (try) 
and Lloyd Bradley (con¬ 
version). 

The youth led 10-3 for 
most of the game but 
the home side upped 
their game in the last 10 
minutes to seal victory. 

Kristian Stenner capped 
a superb game with a 


ABOVE: Ben Jones on the charge 



ABOVE: Rhodri 
Clark about to score 

length of the field with 
Joe Williams and Mike 
Kennedy also playing 
well. 

GOS 
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